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Introduction: Research Process

and Methodology

This research builds upon two reports
published by NATO Strategic Communications
Centre of Excellence. A multi-dimensional
analysis, published in 2023, sought to explore
the connection between hostile information
activities and physical actions during Russia’s
war against Ukraine'. The study analysed both
written content (six domains of official Kremlin
communications) and audio-visual media (TV
coverage) from the pre-war period (October
2021-February 2022) and the initial stage of
the war (February 2022—March 2022). The
findings indicated no clear signs of hostile
information activities that could have served as
warnings for the invasion.

The second part of the analysis, pub-
lished in 2024, was expanded by adding
Telegram channels as an additional source of
data. The analysis examined six key events
(Victory Day, referendums, mobilisation, Kerch
Bridge explosion, Nord Stream explosion, and
sanctions imposed on Russia) and their por-
trayal across three different communications
platforms (official communications, Telegram
and weekend TV programmes). It revealed
that a significant part of Russia’s hybrid media
system content deviates to a certain extent

1. Research Questions

The concept of strategic narratives pro-
vides a framework to address the main research
questions of this analysis:

B How Russia’s communication related to
the invasion of Ukraine was conducted
throughout the research period?

® How did the communication dif-
fer based on intended audiences
(Russian domestic, Ukraine, Baltic
countries)?

from the official Russian narratives, and that the
Kremlin is not fully in control of that information.
Depending on the type of events (initiated/
able to prepare for in advance or coming as a
surprise), the manoeuvring space for Telegram
channels spans from simply stylising and
adapting official narratives, to generating their
own narratives and stories. This flexible and
adaptive approach has served the Kremlin well
on many occasions during this war, also point-
ing towards a paradoxical relation between
the Kremlin’'s monopolisation of power over
the official media and the demonopolisation of
power among Telegram channels.

Unlike previous reports, this report
adopts a different methodology. Instead of a
top-down qualitative methodology, it applies
a bottom-up topic modelling technique to
uncover latent narratives propagated by the
Kremlin from 1 October 2021 to 31 December
2023. In other words, while the primary focus
of this report is on new data from 2023, it also
utilises the data collected in previous reports,
trying to identify Russian information cam-
paigns that were missed in previous reports
due to the top-down approach.

® How did the communication differ
throughout the sources and how
separate parts of the information
ecosystem (official communication,
television, and Telegram) interacted
with each other?

B What were the disruptions (if any) in the
Kremlin’s communication flow and how
these manifested in the overall infor-
mation environment and/or its different
segments (official statements, television,
and social media)?



B How did the Kremlin’s communication
match the events that took place on the
ground? In what cases was the commu-
nication proactive, and in what cases

2. Data Collection

2.1. Sources

For the purpose of this analysis that
builds on the previous research done by
Debunk.org in the field, the classification of
sources stays in line with the previously ana-
lysed communications platforms, comprising
Russian official government communication,
Telegram and television.

The choice of these platforms allowed us
to track the process of the creation, projection
and/or adaption of strategic narratives, bearing
in mind how Moscow’s ‘information vertical’ has
been reflecting the Kremlin’s monopolisation
of power over the official media alongside the
demonopolisation of power among Telegram
channels, and raising questions of how much
control is exerted onto Russia’s hybrid media
system, as demonstrated in the 2024 report by
Debunk.org?.

The Russian official government commu-
nication is represented by articles from the offi-
cial websites of six institutions, directed at both
internal (Russia’s domestic) and highly varied
external (from the so-called ‘near abroad’
(blizhneye zarubezhye) to the Global South)
intended audiences:

B The President of the Russian
Federation (http:/kremlin.ru);

B The Security Council of the Russian
Federation (http:/scrf.gov.ru/);

B The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Federation (https:/mid.ru);

B The Ministry of Defence of the
Russian Federation
(https://function.mil.ru);

B The State Duma of the Russian
Federation (http:/duma.gov.ru/);

B The Federation Council of the Russian
Federation (http://council.gov.ru/);

was it reactive? What were the strengths
and weaknesses of the communication
strategy?

For the analysis of the Russian commu-
nications on Telegram, a total of 301 Telegram
channels were monitored, following the meth-
odology usedinthe second part of the research,
which focused on events of 2022. Data collec-
tion from the channels, if available (some of the
channels have been created for/after the start
of the war against Ukraine as a part of Russia’s
deployment of information operations against
the country) was carried out for the period from
1October 2021 until the end of 2023. The chan-
nels were selected to represent various target
audiences (TAs), ensuring a multidimensional
approach to the analysis:

B 71 public Telegram channels with the
Baltic countries as the target audiences
and/or as a source of malign information
in the region, overtly and/or covertly
producing and amplifying pro-Kremlin
messaging. We classified these channels
as ‘Baltic TA’

B 129 Telegram channels with their target
audiences potentially located in Ukraine
(including Russia-occupied territories),
identified as a means of hostile infor-
mation operations coordinated by the
Kremlin. These channels were labelled as
‘Ukrainian TA’

B A total of 101 public Telegram chan-
nels primarily targeting a Russian
domestic audience were selected
based on their measurable influence
and established role in information
operations. The channels fall under
the category ‘Russian Domestic TA.


http://kremlin.ru
http://scrf.gov.ru/)
https://mid.ru
https://function.mil.ru
(http://duma.gov.ru/
http://council.gov.ru/

Two Sunday TV programmes—Vesti
Nedeli (News of the Week, Rossiya 1 channel,
duration from 2.5 to 3 hours) and Voskresnoye
Vremya (Sunday Time, Perviy Kanal channel,
duration of approximately 2 hours)—were mon-
itored for the period from 1 October 2021, to 31

programmes with different formats and target
audiences broadcasted on two different state-
owned TV channels, whereas the programmes’
weekly basis allows for a pinpointed summary
of the events which were the most important
for the Kremlin to communicate preceding and

December 2023. The selection covers two TV

2.2. Scope

during the episode’s release.

Official government communication: 69,480 articles in total.

Timeframe  Council.gov.ru  duma. function. kremlin.ru mid.ru scrf.ru Total
gov.ru mil.ru
2021-10-01 2,116 1,956 10,336 889 1172 19 17,188
-2022-03-31
2022-04-01 2,946 2,629 13,432 1,026 3,788 197 24,108
-2022-12-31
2023-01-01 3,755 3,189 14,247 1,764 5,107 212 28,274
-2023-12-31
Telegram: 3,672,357 posts in total.
Timeframe TG Baltic TA TG Russian TA TG Ukrainian TA Total
content pieces content pieces content pieces
2021-10-01 46,072 405,374 117,623 569,069
-2022-03-31
2022-04-01 234,127 770,603 447,209 1,451,939
-2022-12-31
2023-01-01 388,806 768,005 494,538 1,651,349
-2023-12-31
Television: 216 episodes (= 536 watch hours) in total.
Timeframe Vesti Nedeli  Voskresnoye  Vesti Nedeli  Voskresnoye Total Total hours
(episodes) Vremya (hours) Vremya episodes
(episodes) (hours)
2021-10-01 24 24 72 48 48 120
-2022-03-31
2022-04-01 36 39 108 78 75 186
-2022-12-31
2023-01-01 44 49 132 98 93 230
-2023-12-31




3. Data Processing and Quantitative

Analysis

To identify different narratives, Debunk.
org analysts used topic modelling. Topic mod-
elling is a technique used in natural language
processing to uncover latent themes or topics
within a collection of documents, enabling
automated organisation and understanding
of textual data.® Topic modelling was carried
out with the BERTopic tool* that combines the
power of BERT, a transformer-based language
model, with clustering algorithms to extract
coherent topics from textual data. It efficiently
captures semantic information and context to
produce meaningful clusters, enabling deeper
insights into large collections of documents.
BERTopic is capable of not only providing dis-
tinctive clusters, but also able to generate new
insights comparing to other models by on-neg-
ative matrix factorisation (NMF), Top2Vec and
latent Dirichlet allocation (LDA)®.

Several factors informed our choice of
BERTopic, including its semantic richness—it
employs transformer-based embeddings that
outperform traditional statistical models in
capturing meaning and context. In addition, the
model offers multilingual flexibility. Given that
our dataset included both Russian and trans-
lated materials, BERTopic’s support for multi-
lingual embeddings was essential (to ensure

3.1 Text Preparation

As the first step, separate data collec-
tions for different media platforms (official
government communication, Telegram, and
television) were created. During the following
phase, the annotated data was cleaned by re-
moving stopwords for the languages included
in the report, as well as URL links and email
addresses by employing the open-source
spaCy library. In addition, lemmatisation was
applied to transform different forms of the
same word into the version considered basic,
improving the rendition of thematic clustering.

Before proceeding with topic modelling,
all content pieces were equalised so that they

uniformity in textual analysis and enable effec-
tive topic modelling, all non-Russian content
was translated into Russian prior to BERTopic
processing).

BERTopic also provides automatic topic
estimation, allowing the model to determine
the optimal humber of topics without requiring
this parameter to be predefined. Moreover,
the model automatically flags documents that
do not fit well into any cluster (assigned to
topic —1), which proved useful for filtering out
generic or off-topic television content. These
detected semantic outliers were excluded from
further topic analysis, and no recursive filter-
ing was applied (semantic dispersion of these
items was not conducive to meaningful clus-
tering). Finally, BERTopic offers strong refine-
ment capabilities: its topic representations can
be further improved through post-processing
and manual thematic labelling based on
domain-specific criteria.

The sentence embeddings for BERTopic
were generated using the all-MiniLM-L6-v2
model from the SentenceTransformers library,
since it offered balanced performance and
efficiency in handling short to medium-length
texts.

were of a comparable format. Television, as
a multimodal medium, involves audio-visual
cues, whereas Telegram posts and official
statements predominantly come in text format
that we use for thematic clustering. Therefore,
the television shows monitored for the analysis
were transcribed, and ChatGPT (the gpt-4o
model accessed via the OpenAl API) was
employed to assist in the segmentation of tran-
scribed television content into coherent para-
graph-sized units. The model’s role was not to
semantically interpret or generate new content
but to summarise and reformat transcripts into
structured, semantically compact paragraphs
suitable for downstream topic modelling. All



the texts were split into paragraphs: for this
research, we opted for a paragraph-based split
instead of the sentence-based one, as the for-
mer procedure, through a qualitative inspection
of results, was found to yield more interpretable

3.2 Topic Modelling

BERTopic infers topics (clusters of words)
from the corpus, giving the probability of a doc-
ument to belong to a topic and the probability
of a word to represent a topic without the need
of an input for how many topics it should find.
However, in a large set like ours, this model can
lead to an excessive number of topics, hinder-
ing the interpretation of the results. Therefore,
the number of topics obtained by default needs
to be limited through probing and assessment
of different variants, determining the one that
would return the most representative, coher-
ent, and readable clusters. To answer the
research questions of this project, each data
set (Telegram, official communications, and
TV) was divided into 4 subsets (dimensions)
using sets of keywords to thematically narrow
them for further analysis by BERTopic software:

B Military (e.g., mobilisation, developments
on the front, demonstration of Russia’s
military might)

B Economy (e.g., introduction of sanctions
and their effect)

and coherent topics. This was particularly true
for longer-form content such as TV transcripts,
where individual sentences may lack sufficient
context for semantic clustering.

B Foreign policy (e.g., Russia’s isolation in
international politics)

B ‘Liberated Areas’ (e.g., developments
in temporarily occupied territories of
Ukraine Russia rebuilding destroyed
cities, incorporating the ‘liberated areas’
into Russia)

The output by BERTopic was filtered
out of unrelated thematic clusters (a feature
most expected in the television content,
i.e. the weekly news programme). Coherent
clusters were named thematically based on
the themes they represented. The words
returned by BERTopic for each cluster should
not be interpreted as coherent narratives, but
rather as a starting point for unveiling latent
content, characters, and sequence structures®.
Therefore, several of the most representative
content pieces for each topic were examined,
aiming to distinguish narrative elements, and
situating them within a context (paving way for
qualitative analysis).

4. Qualitative Analysis: Building Case

Studies

Data analysis carried out with BERTopic
constituted the quantitative part of the analysis.
However, functionalities of BERTopic were also
used to assess trends in Kremlin communica-
tion during the analysis period, allowing the
selection of relevant and meaningful events for
qualitative analysis of selected case studies.
Following the definition of the explanatory
sequential design, the research started with
quantitative data collection and analysis and
followed by qualitative data collection and
analysis, leading to interpretation.

As mentioned above, words returned by
BERTopic were a starting point for assembling
coherent clusters of topics and discerning
concrete narratives. Therefore, several case
studies in each dimension were examined
by the analysts in full, hoping to distinguish
particular narrative elements and place them
within context.



Chapter 1. Initial Results per
Communication Channels

Part 1: Telegram

1.1. Channels

For the purpose of this analysis a total of
301 Telegram channels were monitored. Data
collection from the channels, if available (some
of the channels have been created for/after the
start of the war against Ukraine as a part of
Russia’s deployment of information operations
against the country), was carried out for the
period from October 2021 to the end of 2023.
The resulting dataset included 3,672,357 posts
published by the identified channels during this
analysis period.

To enable a multidimensional analysis
approach, the Telegram channels were labelled
according to their target audiences (TAs):

B the Baltic TA category comprises 71
public Telegram channels identified
as sources of malign information in
the Baltics, either openly or covertly
producing and amplifying pro-Kremlin
narratives’;

129 Telegram channels classified under
the category of Ukrainian TA were identi-
fied as a means of information operations
coordinated by the Kremlin in Ukraine
(including Russia-occupied territories)®;

B 3 total of 101 public Telegram channels
under the category of Russian Domestic
TA, identified as a part of Russia’s
domestic information operations, were
selected based on their measurable
audience impact and established role in
these operations®.

In addition to collecting the posts
published on these channels during the ana-
lysed period, the statistical data per channel
included: total number of published posts,
total number of views and an average number
of views per post. This data allowed us to
identify the most significant channels in every
TA group. To do so, every channel was ranked
based on its performance in every statistical
category (e.g., the channel with the highest
number of published posts was given rank 1,
the channel with the second highest number
of published posts was given rank 2, etc.), the
total ranking represents a sum of the ranking
in each section. The lists of the most signifi-
cant channels were compiled by selecting the
10 top channels in each category.

Posts Views Average Views per Post
Rank Channel Name
Number Rank Number Rank Number Rank
1 Knpunn ®&popoe / BoiiHa Mctopua Opyxue 84,382 2 1.115,832142 1 131,732 1
2 BALTNEWS 33,118 4 131,254,490 2 3,963 2
3 WinpoTel B u3rHavumn | Hosoctk Slatenu 22,550 6 40,725,579 4 1,806 12
4 Anekce# CretaHoB 6,385 17 37,852,742 5 5,928 5
5 PYCCKWIA AHEBHWK 11,063 10 18,630,865 8 1,684 14
6 AHTUCDAWNCTBI TPUGANTUKY e i 3,764 25 66,728,922 3 17,728 4
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AdeQatus Kanalas
atsibudimas

bantonorua

Tpubantuidckne BeiMupatsl
Sputnik BnuxHee 3apy6exbe
JIaTBUACKAA KOUKA

Karas Z

Glorija Grevcova

Igors Kuzmuks (Mropb Ky3sbmyk)
Rudolfs Bremanis LIVE
KOOS/BMECTE

Mindaugas Puidokas

18,808 7 20,921,991 7 1mz 23
13,612 14,245,808 9 1,047 25
15,696 13,652,455 10 870 30
2,964 30 7,456,784 12 2,516 7
1,510 42 30,259,497 6 20,039 3
56,239 B 5,286,013 17 94 66
23,237 5 3,019,985 22 130 62
775 51 1,946,500 30 2,512 8
226,556 1 2,789,380 23 12 ?1
632 56 1,399,078 36 2,214 9
558 59 1,098,702 38 1,969 10
295 65 1,059,600 39 3,592 6

FIGURE 1. Most significant channels in the Baltic TA

From this list, it is clear that the Kremlin’s

information operations towards Baltic audi-
ences (Figure 1) are based mainly on bloggers
(only one channel in the top 10—BALTNEWS—
is managed by a media outlet), with the major-

ity of the channels operated from Russia.

Rank

W 0w N o U s W N

Channel Name

YkpauHa.py

Anatonuin LLapuia

™= Open Ukrainel OTkpbiTaa YkpauHa
PesugeHT

TunuyHaa Opgecca

3ePapa

FnaBHoe B XepcoHe 1 obnactu
Otpan Koenaka

JernTMmHbIA

MediaKiller

#MOHTAH!

Of1brA LLUAPKIA

Kaptene

XKeHunHa ¢ Kocorn

Opecca Za MNobGeay!

XAPbKOB HALU

«JlucuyaHck - koneliGene fJoHbacca»

HoBocTn XepCcoHLWWHbI

YkpaunHa. Cnevonepaums. MoHutopuHr CBO

Hoeokaxosckasa NMPABOA
Nyranemenua [Z]
DOPYM CMNACEHWA MAPUYMONA

Posts
Number
114,010
15,118
21,997
10,802
17129
9,948
11,668
2510
7438
7,408
4730
4,644
4,025
2,582
91,285
2,000
90,407
40,408
56,292
25 553
25,551
19,157

Interestingly enough, ‘lgors Kuzmuks
(Mropb Kysbmyk)' (ranked 1 in total number of
posts with 226,556 posts) did not end in the
top 10. With an average of 12 views per post
(ranked 71 out of 71), this channel represents
a perfect case of ‘polluter—when the posts
are released for the sake of being published,
rather than being read by the audience.

Views Average Views per Post
Rank Number Rank Number Rank

1 6,622,517,048 2 58,087 12
15 11,184,406,458 1 739,807 1
= 1176,775,814 8 53,497 13
25  4,278,366,844 3 396,072 2
12 1,213,520,833 7 70,846 n
27 1,815,347,538 5 182,484 5
22 577,334,885 ) 49,480 14
8 474,254,215 n 18,887 28
4 2,786,410,730 4 374618 3
42 539,470,569 10 72,823 10
61 1,334,507,755 6 282137 4
62 391,369,371 13 84,274
65 376,763,972 14 93,606
72 222744184 18 86,268 8
2 231,369,002 17 2,535 81
75 186,820,594 21 93,410 7
3 201,179,599 20 2,225 83
5 122,310,461 29 3,027 75
< 80,011,842 4 1421 91
6 38,306,949 585 1,499 89
7 21,920,894 64 858 104
10 938,544 94 49 129

FIGURE 2. Most significant channels in the Ukrainian TA
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In the case of the Ukrainian target
audience (Figure 2), the Kremlin’s information
operations are also based mainly on bloggers
(only one channelin the top 10—YkpauHa.py—is
managed by a media outlet), with majority of
the channels operated from Russia.

It is important to note that the Kremlin’s
information operation towards Ukrainian audi-
ences is characterised by a high number of ‘pol-
luting channels’. Many channels (with total rank
of 15, 17,18, 19, 20, 21 and 22) scored very high
on the total number of posts (2, 3, 5, 4, 6, 7 and
10 respectively), but have a very low number of
average views (81, 83, 75, 91, 89, 104 and 129).

Similarly to the other target audiences, in
the case of the Russian Domestic TA (Figure 3),
the Kremlin’s information operations are based
mainly on bloggers (only one channel in the top
10—PUWA Hosoctn —is managed by a media
outlet). While this list offers an interesting
overview of the actors involved in the Kremlin’s

Posts
Total Rank Channel Name

Number
1 PWA HosocTtu 72,258
2 Readovka 42,991
3 COJIOBbEB 130,298
4 Colonelcassad 61675
5 Onepauus Z: BoeHkopbl Pycckoit BecHbl 37,281
6 KpoBaBas 6apblHA 13,933
7 PeiGapb 25,589
8 Mup ceroghs c "KOpuii Mogonska" 8,599
9 MoBEpHYTbIE Ha Z BOWHE mm 39,046
10 Helocau/Oeay 45,798
" TACC 115,783
12 Kadyrov_95 2,460
13 CrpenkoB Uropb MeaHosuy #KPIM 4,425
14 Komcomonbckas npasga: KP.RU 71109
15 Cnapnkos + 3,84
16 Zvezdanews 69,687
17 IZ.RU 71,799
18 KapaynbHbli Z 85,593
19 AnekcaHap XoaakoBCKUiA 1,304
20 OmuTprii Meosenes 396
21 Tembl. [NaBHoe (TnaBMepawa) 131,538
22 Bayecnae BonogwH 410
23 CMOTPK 61.910

information operations on Telegram, it is impor-
tant to point out two additional phenomena
about channels that did not finish in the top 10.

The first is the phenomenon of ‘polluting
channels’, most of which are managed by me-
dia outlets and fail to attract significant viewer-
ship—TACC (ranked 11), Komcomonbckas npaB-
pa: KP.RU (14), Zvezdanews (16), KapaynbHbii
Z (18), and Temsbl. naBHoe (MnhaBMeguna) (21).
The second is the phenomenon of ‘high-val-
ue channels’—a limited number of published
posts viewed by an unproportionally large size
of audience. This phenomenon is unique to
the Russian Domestic TA dataset. It includes
Mup cerogHa ¢ “Opun [Mogonaka” (total
rank 8), as well Kadyrov_95 (12), Ctpenkos
Nropb WeaHoBuu #KPI1 (13), CnagkoB + (15),
AnekcaHgp XopgakoBckuin  (19), Omutpuii
MepBepes (20), Bauecnas BonoguH (22).

Views Average views per Post
Rank Number Rank Number Rank
5 50,648,772,339 1 700,943 5
16 23,603,249,089 3 549,028 7
3 32,809,491,593 2 251,803 29
10 17,617,632,475 = 285,653 22
19 15,863,293,450 5 425,506 13
4 6,572,360,109 10 471712 10
28 6,965,356,345 9 272,201 26
56 13,120,850,099 6 1,525,858 2
17 7,994,376,618 7 204,743 40
13 7.642,459,444 8 166,873 47
2 5,271135,639 12 45,526 82
79 2,493,045,898 32 1,013,433
72 2,262,724,875 37 511,350
7 2,826,043,677 29 39,742 85
74 1,974,237672 39 513,991 8
1,503,875,314 45 21,580 89
1,431,451,234 49 19,937 90
4 176,675,813 53 13,747 93
90 909,259,494 55 697,285 6
99 776,733,300 61 1,961,448 1
1 666,757,752 65 5,069 99
98 583,258,597 68 1,422,582 3
9 667762655 64 10.786 97

FIGURE 3. Most significant channels in the Russian Domestic TA
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Unsurprisingly, the vast majority of the
most significant Telegram channels used by
the Kremlin in its information operations target
Russian domestic audiences. This tendency
is also supported by the total number of posts
published across all 301 channels during the
analysed period (Figure 4).

Moreover, by comparing the collective
behaviour of the channels in each TA (i.e., total
number of posts targeting each TA across time),
it is easy to observe a level of coordination. In
other words, the easily observable correlation
in the fluctuation of the number of posts direct-
ed towards different target audiences suggests
that the behaviour of channels that post them
is explicitly or implicitly coordinated (Figure 5
and Figure 6).

Targeted Number of Total Number
Audience channels of Posts
Baltic 71 669005
Russian

: 101 1943982
domestic
Ukrainian 129 1059370

FIGURE 4. Total Number of Posts by Targeted
Audience

= Baltic === Russian domestic === Ukrainian

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 5. Telegram posts by targeted audience

= Baltic === Russian domestic === Ukrainian

248
228
28
188
168
148
§ 128
> 1B
088
068
048
028
0 | =

R T Ve VTRURRSHEGH | S .

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 6. Views by audience across time on Telegram

13



Between ‘Polluting Channels’
and Amplifiers

The analysis of most significant chan-
nels across all three TAs allowed for identify-
ing 13 different ‘polluting channels’ with a very
high number of posts and very low viewership

Target Total Number of
Channel Name Audience Post
DOOPYM CMACEHWNA L
MAPMYFONS Ukrainian 19157
Igors Kuzmuks (Mrops Kyabmyk)  Baltic 226,556
YkpawnHa. Cneuonepauus. .
MoHuTopUHT CBO Ukrainian 56,292
«JlucnyaHck - KonslGens Ukrainian 90,407
Honbacca»
KapaynbHblii Z glcﬁifs:k 85,593
Tembl. MnaeHoe (TnaBMepgua) gussmn_ 131,538

omestic

Hoeokaxoeckaa NMPABOA Ukrainian 25,553
HoBocTi XepCoHLWMHBI Ukrainian 40,408

rate. A further analysis into the collected data
about these channels, particularly into the
percentage of amplification (the percentage
of messages forwarded from other channels),
allowed for identifying a pool of eight main am-
plifiers, the majority of which target Ukrainian
audiences (Figure 7):

Total Number of Average Views Share of Forwarded

Views per Post Posts
938,544 129 50%
2,789,380 12 44%
80,011,842 91 35%
201,179,599 83 33%
176,675,813 93 32%
666,757752 99 27%
38,306,949 89 27%
122,310,461 75 24%

FIGURE 7. Main amplifiers among the Telegram channels

The network analysis of the amplifying
activity of these channels demonstrates not
only that the amplified content is taken from

.
Tgors i ks
(Mrops Kyshiy i)

thousands of different channels, but also that
each amplifier has its own pool of channels to
amplify (Figure 8).

FIGURE 8. Network of the amplifying Telegram channels
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To showcase the channels shared by
all amplifiers, a threshold of 1% (i.e., leaving
only channels that constitute at least 1% of the
overall amplified content) was applied, thus
significantly reducing the number of amplified
channels. This simplification of the amplifica-
tion network (Figure 9) offers two important
observations. The first is about the reach
and viewership of Russian media outlets on
Telegram. While each amplifier has its own
pool of channels to amplify, the majority of
the amplified content comes from a limited
number of channels owned by Russian media
outlets (rentv_news, izvestia, readovkanews,
zvezdanews, rt_russia, and LentaDnya).

have relatively low viewership. Therefore, they
are usually disregarded in research and anal-
ysis as insignificant. For example, zvezdanews
(TV channel of Russia’s MoD) has an average of
21,580 views per post. This number is incom-
parable to Soloviev (251,803 views per post) or
Mup cerogHa ¢ “lOpuir Mogonska” (channel
of milblogger Yuri Podolyaka with 1,525,858
views per post). However, this analysis sug-
gests that due to the amplification effect, the
posts published by these media channels might
enjoy significantly larger viewership than indi-
cated on their posts only. For example, from
1 October 2021 to 31 December 2023, Igors
Kuzmuks (a pro-Russian blogger targeting
Baltic audiences) published 226,556 posts
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° e ®
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® ®

oo ]
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KoJIb10e1b JlIoH6accay
®OPYM CIIACEHMSI
MAPUYIIOJISI
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Tembl. I'taBHOE
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Readovka

Zvezdanews

RT Ha pycckom

JlenTa aHst

FIGURE 9. Telegram channels shared most by amplifiers

As discussed earlier, the Telegram chan-
nels of Russian media outlets, when considered
independently and without external promotion,

(an average of 276 posts per day). Of these
226,556 posts, 15% promoted content from the
following Russian media channels: Baltnews,
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Zvezdanews, Anna_news, lIzvestia, Lentadnya,
and NTVnews.

The second observation is about the
amplifiers themselves. An initial investigation
indicates that many of these amplifiers maintain
a presence on other social media platforms
(YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.)

1.2. Four Dimensions

To answer the research questions of this
project, the whole data set was divided into 4
subsets corresponding with the four dimen-
sions that this research focuses on: Military,
Economic, Foreign Policy and ‘Liberated
Areas.’ This division was done by using 4 sets
of keywords—each set for each dimension
(see Figure 10 for details on the Telegram da-
taset). The words for each set were identified

Since they are not considered to be associat-
ed with the Kremlin or the Kremlin-controlled
media outlets, they freely amplify Russian nar-
ratives on other platforms. While the analysis of
this amplification rests beyond the scope of this
research, it seems to be an important phenom-
enon for further investigation.

from the list of 500 most used words in the
whole dataset, which were manually labelled
by Debunk.org researchers. The top 20 words
were used to build each dimension’s data
subset (for full details, see Appendix 1).

Since the division into subsets was
based on dimension-related keywords, there is
a certain overlap between the subsets subsets
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FIGURE 10. Most frequently used words denoting the dimensions on Telegram
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(Figure M). In other words, many posts were
placed into two or three subsets as they dis-
cuss issues related to two or three dimensions
(e.g., military and foreign policy, or military and
economic issues in the ‘Liberated Areas’).

Each data subset was used to conduct
topic modelling using BERTopic tool based
on paragraphs within published posts. The
thirty largest clusters returned by BERTopic
were labelled by Debunk.org analysts. Since

== Economic === Foreign == 'Liberated'

it

\’:A

= Military
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I
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| i i

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023

Apr2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023

FIGURE 11. Number of paragraphs by dimension on Telegram

BERTopic uses natural language process-
ing to capture semantic information and
uncover latent contextual similarities, some
of the returned clusters focus on narratives
(e.g., Russian Air Strikes or Ineffectiveness
of Western Sanctions), others focus on chan-
nels’ behaviour (e.g., References to Western
Media or (pro)Russian Sources). For the same
reason, some clusters might appear in several
dimensions (e.g., References to Western Media
appears in the Military, Economic and Foreign
Policy dimensions; and Destruction of Western

Equipment appears in the Foreign Policy and
the ‘Liberated Areas’ dimensions) (see Figures
12—15 for details on the Telegram dataset).

Irrelevant clusters were disregarded and
similar clusters were combined together. The
ten top labelled clusters in each dimension
were chosen for further analysis. For descrip-
tions of each label, please see Appendix 2.

@ Western Hardware for/in Ukraine @ References to Western Media @ References to Other (Pro)Russian Sources @ Reports from the Frontlines @ Russian Air Attacks

Russian Air Defence Starlink

_—an® =nil
L HHTTHH

il g
i "'"|||||||‘|||||||||||||||||I|I||I||||||| ““N ‘ m ““
i THTHH T

Ukrainian Attacks @ Western Military Drills @ Western Support to Ukraine

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 12. Military dimension on Telegram
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@ European Dependency on Russian Gas @ Ineffectiveness of Western Sanctions @ References to Western Media @ Restrictions on Online/Social Media/Streaming Content
@ Russia's Response to Western Economic Sanctions Starlink Western Companies Withdrawing from Russia Western Financial Support to Ukraine

@ Western Military Support @ Western Sanctions against Russian Industry Sectors
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FIGURE 13. Economic dimension on Telegram

@ Accusations of War Crimes against Ukrainians @ Destruction of Western Equipment @ Integration of the 'Liberated Areas' @ References to Western Media
@ References to Other (Pro)Russian Sources Reports from the Frontlines Restrictions on Online/Social Media/Streaming Content Russian Air Attacks

@ Ukrainian Attacks @ Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant

4K

3K

2.5K ] [ ]

1
2K e II
gt II'I'
- R

0.5K il - -".7

0

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 14. 'Liberated Areas' dimension on Telegram

@ 'Denazification' @ Destruction of Western Equipment @ G20 Summit @ References to Western Media @ References to Other (Pro)Russian Sources
Restrictions on Online/Social Media/Streaming Content Ukrainian Attacks Western Companies Withdrawing from Russia @ Western Military Support

@ Western Sanctions against Russian Industry Sectors
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FIGURE 15. Foreign Policy dimension on Telegram
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Part 2: Official Communication

2.1. Sources

The Russian official communication is
represented by articles from the official web-
sites of six government/regulatory institutions,
directed at both internal (Russia’s domestic) and
highly varied external (from the so-called ‘near
abroad’ (blizhneye zarubezhye) to the Global

South) potential audiences. These institutions
represent main pillars of Russian governance
and public information dissemination, posi-
tioned at the top of the ‘information vertical’ and
are responsible for the creation and circulation
of Russia’s strategic narratives:

B The President of the Russian Federation (http://kremlin.ru)

B The Security Council of the Russian Federation (http://scrf.gov.ru/)

B The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (https://mid.ru)
B The Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation (https://function.mil.ru)
B The State Duma of the Russian Federation (http:/duma.gov.ru/)

B The Federation Council of the Russian Federation (http://council.gov.ru/)

Ministry of Defence

1772

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3788
5107
2116
Federation Council 2946
3755
1956
State Duma 2629
3189
889
Presidential Office 1026

1764

19
Security Council Jll197
212

10336
13432
14247

Articles

B Oct 2021-Mar 2022 [l Apr 2022-Dec 2022 [l Jan 2023-Dec 2023

Figure 16. Official communication by sources through different research periods
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http://duma.gov.ru/
http://council.gov.ru/

From a total of 69,480 articles scraped
from the websites of six official regulatory in-
stitutions throughout the period from 1 October
2021, to 31 December 2023, the Ministry of
Defence’s share in official communications was
the highest, at almost 55%, followed by the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at approxi-
mately 15% (Figure 17).

To verify whether and how a commu-
nications strategy to justify Russia’s military
actions in Ukraine has been developed, this
report tracked the scope of the focus on
Ukraine and its shifts within official commu-
nication sources. As has been pointed out in
the previous reports, the Ministry of Defence’s
website, function.mil.ru, recorded the steepest
growth in the communication flow regarding
Ukraine after Russia’s full-scale invasion into
Ukraine on 24 February 2022 (Figure 18). The
highest number of its messaging regarding
Ukraine per week amounted to four articles
pre-invasion (overall, the vast majority of those
did not concern the tensions on the borders/
with Ukraine, and instead revolved around
commemoration of historical events/special
dates with Ukraine and its toponyms as a bat-
tlespace of WW2, as well as a Russian missile
destroyer saving a cargo ship from pirates with

@ Total number of articles

650
600

Security Council 0.76%

State 7
Duma 1119%

Federation
Council

12.69% |_Ministry of
Defence
Ministry of 54.71%

Foreign Affairs
15.35%

FIGURE 17. Share of coverage by websites of the
official communication

Ukrainians amongst the crew), whereas with
the launch of the war, the number grew to 70
articles and more weekly (in the period from 15
March to 15 April 2022).

However, the share of mentioning both
Ukraine and the so-called ‘special military
operation’ (Russian: cneuwnanbHad BOeHHas
onepauma — CBO, SVO) remained low up until
early October 2022, never exceeding one-fifth
of the total volume of communication. It was
only in mid-November of 2023 that the share
of mentioning Ukraine on the official website

Mentions of Ukraine @ Mentions of the 'special military operation'

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022

Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023

FIGURE 18. Dynamics of communication volume on Defence Ministry's website
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of the Russian Ministry of Defence explicitly
grew, exceeding 30% for the first time, and the
upward trend was vivid until the end of the year.
The lowest share of mentioning the so-called

‘special military operation’ was observed
through early August to late September 2022,
ranging from 7% to 10%. The period associated
with the announcement of ‘partial mobilisation’

@ Total number of articles

Articles on mid.ru

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022

Oct 2022

Mentions of Ukraine @ Mentions of the 'special military operation’

Oct 2023

Jan 2023 Apr2023 Jul 2023

FIGURE 19. Dynamics of communication volume on Foreign Affairs Ministry's website

saw a notable surge in the number of articles,
primarily driven by coverage of the 2022 Army
International Games and the Army-2022 mili-
tary expo and forum.

Thus, whilst the average monthly share of
the ‘special military operation’ mentions on the
official website of Russian Ministry of Defence
stood at approximately 15% in 2022 (after the
invasion into Ukraine), growing to almost 24%
in 2023, the monthly average on the website
of Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs declined
from 16.3% to 10.8%, respectively.

The downward trend in the communi-
cation related to Ukraine and the so-called
‘special military operation’ within the Russian
foreign service’s communication, however,
included several spikes in the coverage
(Figure 19). Thus, in the first weeks after
24 February 2022, the country’s diplomats
were busy with attempts to justify the brutal
assault on the neighbouring country via their
interviews to pro-Kremlin sources, extensive
speeches at international organisations and
simple mentions of the Russian top officials
having calls with their counterparts trying to

explain their actions against Ukraine. Another
peak in the communication came in February
2023, a period of heightened diplomatic
activity by the Russian foreign service in the
context of a new round of sanctions imposed
on Russia, the country’s continuing efforts to
expand its presence and influence in Africa
and the Middle East, as well as OSCE and UN
meetings as the war against Ukraine marked
its first anniversary.

On the websites of both chambers of
the Russian Federal Assembly—the Federal
Council and the State Duma—higher activity in
producing articles related to both Ukraine and
the ‘special military operation’ was observed
in 2023, rather than 2022 (see Figures 20
and 21 for details). This was especially true of
council.gov.ru: the monthly average of the per-
centage of articles mentioning the war against
Ukraine grew from 6.4%in 202210 15.1% in 2023.
The largest spike in mentions of the so-called
‘special military operation’ occurred in the last
week of April 2023 and related to massive
assistance for those ‘working for victory, as
the beneficiaries of the Putin regime’s largesse
were the segments of society directly linked to
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@ Total number of articles
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Mentions of Ukraine @ Mentions of the 'special military operation'
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Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023

FIGURE 20. Dynamics of communication volume on Federation Council's website

the war against Ukraine™. Thus, the mentions
included news on regulations allowing for
co-borrowers of ‘SVO participants’ for the right
to suspend fulfilment of obligations under loan
agreements", news on regional ‘social support
measures for participants of the SVO and their
family members,™ etc.

On the official website of the Duma,
the number of ‘special military operation’
mentions in some cases exceeded the num-
ber of articles mentioning Ukraine—a trend
traceable in 2023. As an example, the number
of articles mentioning the so-called ‘special mil-
itary operation’ posted on the Council’s website
exceeded the number of those mentioning

@ Total number of articles

Ukraine in mid-March 2023. The coverage
mainly concerned regulations about to come
into force, such as those stipulating that ‘partic-
ipants of the spetsoperatsya, who are orphans,
will receive housing from the state on a priority
basis, while families of servicemen deployed
to the SVO zone and outside of Russia will be
able to continue to use service housing at their
former place of service.™

Mentions of the war against Ukraine on
the official Russian presidential website krem-
lin.ru increased year-on-year, as reflected in
the average weekly share of mentions, rising
from 14.2% in 2022 to 17.6% in 2023. Peaks oc-
curred after Putin’s televised announcement

Mentions of Ukraine @ Mentions of the 'special military operation’

___A‘_AM’V

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022

V"‘\‘ Q '\.‘-\0

Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023

FIGURE 21. Dynamics of communication volume on State Duma's website
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@ Total number of articles

Articles on kremlin.

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022

Mentions of Ukraine @ Mentions of the 'special military operation'

Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023

FIGURE 22. Dynamics of communication volume on Presidential Office's website

of the ‘special military operation’ and articles
about his talks with other state leaders about
the invasion (Figure 22). Additional spikes in
late December 2022 and 2023 were primarily
driven by events such as Putin awarding indi-
viduals involved in the war and participating in
year-end institutional meetings.

The volume of articles posted on the
online resource of the Russian Security Council
(scrf.ru) was generally low (Figure 23), leading
to a situation where the share (not number) of

mentions of Ukraine is higher than elsewhere
among other monitored websites. Similarly, the
share of mentions about the ‘special military
operation’ on a weekly basis constituted an
average of 21.3 % in 2022, since the invasion of
Ukraine, and 17.2% in 2023.

@ Total number of articles

o> =

Articles on scrfru
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FIGURE 23. Dynamics of communication volume on Security Council's website
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2.2. Four Dimensions

Similar to the analysis of the Telegram
posts, the whole data set of the Official
Communication was divided into four subsets
corresponding with the four dimensions that
this research focuses on—the Military,
Economic, Foreign Policy and the ‘Liberated

Areas’—by defining four sets of keywords for
each dimension (Figure 24). Again, the words
were identified from the list of 500 most used
words in this particular dataset, labelled manu-
ally by Debunk.org researchers (for the com-
plete keyword sets, refer to Appendix 3).
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FIGURE 24. Most frequently used words denoting the dimensions in the official communication

The division into subsets based on
dimension-related keywords, as in the case
with the dataset of Telegram posts, led to some
overlap as many articles were assigned to sev-
eral subsets due to their relevance to several
dimensions (Figure 25).

Therefore, some clusters by topic model-
ling using BERTopic, also appeared across
multiple dimensions. Analysts at Debunk.org
labelled the 30 largest clusters generated by
BERTopic, excluding the irrelevant and merging
the similar ones. The top 10 labelled clusters in
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FIGURE 25. Number of articles by dimension in the official communication
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each dimension (see Figures 26-29 for details focus on narrative-based clusters throughout

on the official communication dataset) were the report. For detailed descriptions of each la-
selected for further analysis, with a particular bel, refer to Appendix 4.
@ Destruction of Ukrainian Forces @ International Military Trainings/Games @ Russian Humanitarian and Peacekeeping Missions in Syria
@ Russian Humanitarian/Peacekeeping Missions @ Trainings/Readiness across Russian Military Trainings/Readiness in the Central Military District
Trainings/Readiness in the Eastern Military District Trainings/Readiness in the Southern Military District @ Trainings/Readiness of Electronic Warfare/Air Defence Forces

@ Trainings/Readiness of the Baltic Fleet

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 26. Military dimension in the official communication

@ (Accounts on) Adopted Regulations and Implemented Projects @ Development Civilian Infrastructure
@ Development of Domestic Projects and Related International Cooperation @ Development of Military Infrastructure @ Development of the Eurasian Economic Union
Economy Planning and Development Energy Security @ Official Discourse on the State of Russian Economy @ Russian Economy in the Context of Western Sanctions

@ State Support and Benefits

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 27. Economic dimension in the official communication

@ Activities/Initiatives of Russian Officials @ Development of (Bilateral) Relations @ Explaining the Russian 'Special Military Operation' In the International Arena
@ International Military Trainings/Games @ Military Trainings/Education Russia and Energy Security Russia's Efforts to Sustain International Cooperation

Russian Diplomatic Efforts in Africa & the Middle East @ Russian Humanitarian/Peacekeeping Missions in Syria @ Russian Legislation (Planned and Adopted)

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022 Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 28. Foreign Policy dimension in the official communication

@ Destruction of Ukrainian Forces @ Patriotic Education @ References to Russian Officials Speaking about 'Liberated Areas'

@ Russian Humanitarian 'Support' in the 'Liberated Areas' @ Russian Humanitarian and Peacekeeping Missions in Syria State Support and Benefits
Trainings/Readiness Across Russian Military Trainings/Readiness in the Central Military District @ Trainings/Readiness in the Southern Military District
@ Trainings/Readiness of Electronic Warfare/Air Defence Forces
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FIGURE 29. 'Liberated Areas' dimension in the official communication
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Part 3: Television

3.1. Sources

For this research, two prominent weekly
TV programmes—Vesti Nedeli (News of the
Week, broadcast on the Rossiya 1 channel)
and Voskresnoye Vremya (Sunday Time,
aired on Pervyy Kanal)—were monitored from
1 October 2021, to 31 December 2023. These
programmes were selected because they are
broadcasted on two of Russia’s most-watched
television channels: Rossiya 1, part of the
VGTRK holding (Russia’s primary state-owned
broadcaster), and Pervyy Kanal, which is also
government-controlled.

While studies increasingly highlight
the declining influence of television among
younger, urban audiences in Russia, TV remains
a cornerstone of the Kremlin’s communication
strategy. It still serves as a vital component in
the production, dissemination, and amplifica-
tion of Moscow’s messaging, particularly for
older and rural demographics where its impact
is still profound.

Vesti Nedeli, hosted by Dmitry Kiselyov,
a key propagandist and head of the state-con-
trolled Rossiya Segodnya news agency,
delivers a weekly roundup of current events
interspersed with pointed commentary. The

programme generally follows the Kremlin’s
official narratives, offering insight into the
regime’s priorities and messaging strategies.
Its format allows for curated summaries of
events deemed most critical for the Kremlin.
Viewers of this programme are likely drawn
to the direct and declarative style of Dmitry
Kiselyov, whose commentary often aligns with
their worldview and reinforces their loyalty to
Kremlin narratives™.

Voskresnoye Vremya, on the other hand,
provides a broader, magazine-style presenta-
tion of news and its framing. Viewers of this
show favour a programme that blends infor-
mation with entertainment and human stories,
seeking less overtly propagandistic style than
Vesti Nedeli, although the underlying narra-
tives still align with state-controlled messaging.

This diversity in format between the
two programmes provided researchers with a
comparative lens to evaluate how the Kremlin
adapts its messaging across different media
styles to reach various segments of the
population.

Television: 216 programmes (= 536 watch hours) in total.
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FIGURE 30. Televised content considered for analysis
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3.2. Four Dimensions

In an attempt to conduct a comparative
analysis between the TV shows and data
collected on Telegram and official communi-
cations, the monitored television programmes
were transcribed. The transcripts were divided
into paragraphs (units of measurement, com-
parable with Telegram posts or paragraphs in
official communications articles) by ChatGPT.
The resulting data set was divided into four
subsets corresponding with the four dimen-
sions that this research focuses on—Military,

fighter  ormbat
operation
missile front
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NATO p e a C e defence
position weapons
security  @rmy com bat

group

Economic, Foreign Policy and the ‘Liberated
Areas’—by defining four sets of keywords per
each dimension (Figure 31). Again, the words
were identified from the list of 500 most-used
words in this TV dataset, labelled manually
by Debunk.org researchers (for the complete
keyword sets, refer to Appendix 5).

company
programme development
pOower economy

market
foreign complex

millian threat project
technollogy gaS_European
chjofor:nic Sa n Ctl O nS
production

Military * Economic

Foreign

attitude

European

American secum

Americans

Western S West
Germany U border

waworld -

power Eyrope

Biden

'Liberated'

resident district

population road

|m I | Ita rypoint
pléd‘c:ée Chlld Donetsk
house =

support

region
plan Donbass

FIGURE 31. Most frequently used words denoting the dimensions on television

27



The division into subsets based on di-
mension-related keywords produced an un-
characteristically synchronised behaviour that
points towards a possibility that each one of
the created subsets is too generic (Figure 32).
In other words, unlike with the cases of Telegram
and the Official Communication, the content on
TV is too broad and generic to be divided into
dimensions. That assumption explains the fact
that the application of BERTopic on each di-
mension failed to identify coherent clusters.
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Their purpose of the weekend TV programmes
is to summarise and reflect on the events that
took place across a whole week. Due to their
broad focus, their ability to allocate enough
time to a certain narrative is limited. This ex-
plains why the topic clustering software strug-
gled to identify clear clusters of narratives in TV
programmes. Therefore, the examination of the
TV shows in the following chapters will be
based on qualitative analysis only.
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FIGURE 32. Dynamics of the volume of TV coverage by dimensions
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Chapter 2: Military Dimension—
Case Studies Analysis

The analysis of communications chan-
nels in Chapter 1 offered a vibrant picture of
different narratives propagated by the Kremlin
on both Telegram and official platforms. Within
the framework of the military dimension, three
main narrative-based clusters in each commu-
nication domain are:

B Telegram:
® Western Support to Ukraine
® Reports from the Frontlines
® Western Hardware for/in Ukraine

B Official Communications:
® Training/Readiness across Russian
Military
® Trainings/Readiness in the Central
Military District
® [nternational Military Trainings/Games

While BERTopic struggled to identify
clear clusters within the collected TV dataset,
the narrative-based clusters on Telegram and
the Official Communication offer an interesting
picture of different trends that allows the selec-
tion of three relevant and meaningful events for
case studies analysis.

Two case studies were chosen from
Telegram dataset, to qualitatively analyse two
abnormal spikes in the ‘Western Hardware for/
in Ukraine’ cluster (in January and in June 2023,
see Figure 33 for details).

The third case study was chosen from
the Official Communication dataset, to inves-
tigate the unusual spike in ‘International mil-
itary trainings/games’ cluster in August 2022
(Figure 34).

= \Western Hardware for/in Ukraine === Reports from the Frontlines === Western Support to Ukraine
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FIGURE 33. Major narrative-based clusters, the Military dimension on Telegram
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FIGURE 34. Major narrative-based clusters, the Military dimension in the official communication

After identifying the real-life event that
created each spike, each case study involved
a comparative analysis across all three chan-
nels of communications (Telegram, official

communications and TV) to investigate how
this event was covered on different communi-
cation platforms.
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Case Study 1: Supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine

The decision of the Western countries
to supply main battle tanks (MBTs) to Ukraine
in January 2023 marked a pivotal moment in
the international response to Russia’s invasion,
signalling a deepening commitment from NATO
allies to support Ukraine’s defence.

Throughout 2022, Ukraine’s push to
secure Western MBTs became a key part of
its broader efforts to strengthen its military
capabilities and resist the Russian invasion. In
the early months of the war, Ukraine primarily
received Soviet-era tanks from neighbouring
countries that were once part of the Warsaw
Pact, such as Poland, Slovakia, and Czechia.
These countries were able to supply Ukraine
with older T-72 tanks, which were familiar to
the Ukrainian military and required minimal
additional training.

Ukrainian officials repeatedly called
for more advanced Western equipment,
emphasising that Ukraine needed modern
MBTs and other heavy weaponry to defend
its territory and reclaim occupied areas.
Ukrainian diplomats and military officials
stressed that NATO-standard MBTs like the
Leopard 2, Challenger 2, and M1 Abrams could
give Ukraine the edge in direct armoured
confrontations with Russian forces.
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Despite Ukraine’s requests, Western
governments hesitated to provide modern
MBTs, fearing that such a move could escalate
the conflict and provoke a more aggressive
response from Russia.

This all changed on 14 January 2023,
when British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak con-
firmed the decision to send 14 Challenger 2
tanks to Ukraine. This decision set a precedent
that was followed by Germany and the United
States on 25 January. The German decision
was particularly important as it opened the
door for other European nations, such as
Poland, Norway, Spain, and others to contribute
Leopard 1/2 tanks from their own inventories.

Since the beginning of the war, Russian
bloggers and media channels on Telegram
have closely followed the developments
surrounding potential and real supplies by
Western countries of military hardware to
Ukraine, as well as its performance there,
with particular focus on its destruction by
the Russian military (as reflected in the evo-
lution of the cluster Western Hardware for/in
Ukraine, see Figure 35). For example, a spike
on 8 July 2022 occurred after reports about
the destruction of the supplied Harpoon
anti-ship missile launchers near Odessa.
Another spike in activity, on 2 August 2022,

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 35. Western Hardware for/in Ukraine cluster over time, the military dimension on Telegram
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FIGURE 36. Spike in the Western Hardware for Ukraine cluster on Telegram, July—August 2022

centred on the definitive refusal of Spain to early January, peaking on 25 January, when
supply Leopard tanks (Figure 36). Germany and the US announced their deci-
sions to supply MBTs to Ukraine (Figure 37).
Closely following policy changes in the
Western capitals in the beginning of 2023, the
coverage of this topic started to increase in

120

10

100

Copann 3asanew npecTasHTEN saumTONCRON
AMHCTD A BICOKOTO PO

| = CLA npwinan pewere nepedaTs Yxpamne 31 o
Abrams

03/0123 06/0123 09/0123 12/01/23 15/01/23 18/0123 210123  24/0123 27/0123 30/01/23 02/02/23 05/02/23 08/02/23 11/02/23 14/02/23 17/02/23 20/02/23 23/02/23 26/02/23

FIGURE 37. Spike in the Western Hardware for/in Ukraine cluster on Telegram, January—February 2023
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From 1 January to 15 February 2023,
1,197 posts were published by different
Telegram channels on this topic—112 posts on
25 January only, and an average of 26 posts
per day. For comparison, throughout the whole
analysed period the coverage of this topic
consisted of nine posts per day on average. In
other words, the decision of Western coun-
tries to supply MBTs to Ukraine was considered

BoenHwin Oceegommrens

Boermuifl DcaeoMMTENL

1 Np T o6 uto fi
MNorosopum Bonee nogpobro o Gygywmx nocTaskax
TAHKOE Ha YKpanHy.

Hemeuxnm npaentenucTeom Suino odmunansHo
nogreepxaeso, 410 Ykpansa nanyunt 14 egusny TaHkos
nmenHo B mogmndukalmn Leopard 2A6 na Hanuums

B n TaHKOE, B ¥ BXORHT
Boenpunace:, 3aN4acTi M BCA NOMMCTIKA, 3 obyyenne
akunamen Gyaer npoucxognte B GPF.

MNepswie Takkn MoryT GuiTh goCTaBneHbl 3 MepMannik Ha
Yxpauny npumMepHo Yepes Tpu mecaya. Liensio scex
NOCTABOK 3aRENAETCA GLCTPLIA COOP ABYX TAHKOBBIX
6 wa Leopard 2 gnr ykp KO apMnn. 3ToT
6 s ¢ Mo Kawagown, Mcnanwen,
Mopryrannei n ApyrWMK CTpaHaMu.

Taxum 0Epaz0oM, NOTEHYMANLHLIA CIIMCOK CTPaH,
NYBIAYHO HILABHELLNX XENAHNE NPUHATD YHIACTHE B
NOCTABKAX TAHKOB Ha YKPauHy BLIlMAZKT TaK:

pard 2A4;

— Wcnawua: 53 ranka Leopard 2A4;

— Hopeerus: 8 rasxoe Leopard 2A4NO;

— Nopryranus: 4 Taska Leopard 2ZA6P0;

— B p 14 Challenger 2.

Ceoé Gygywee y4acTHe B NOCTABKAX HE MCKIIOHANN
CREAYIOWME CTPAHLLE
— leeuwn: HeHa3BAKKOE KONKHECTEO0 Taxkoe Stridsvagn
122 (Leopard 25);
= Hugepnangpi: suikyn 18 apesgosanHeix y OPI tankos
Leopard 2A6 1 nepegava YepanHe;
— CLUA: o1 30 go 50 eguwmy Taskos Abrams

=] b B TEYeHWe roga.

Hroro, B Teqexme Heckonuimx mecay BCY moryt nonyunts
KA ym 111 egunny Leopard Z, na KoTopbix
18 6yayr HoBOR Moandwkaymwn Leopard 2A6, a raxmwe 14
tankos Challenger 2, goseas 1akum obpazom ofuwue
MOCTABKA 3aNaAHLIX TAHKOS MUHIMYM 80 125 eguHny.

@milinfolive

tme/milinfolive/96028 198.2K @ .Jan 25, 2023 at 16:25

a pivotal moment by Russian and pro-Russian
actors on Telegram. This coverage can be
generally divided into two groups. The first
group consists of posts that have an informa-
tive character, without much interpretation
and frequent references to Western sources
(Figure 38).

PEK. HosocTu. Mnasxoe 4
NoxngoH oTnpaeuT Kuesy 6onee 200 eauHUL
BpoHEeTEXHUKW HapAAdY ¢ TaHkamu Challenger 2 n apyrum
BOODYXKEHMEM, cooblmn rnasa MW, BenukoGputaHuu
[xeitmac Knesepnu Ha COBMECTHOM C KaHaACKoR
konneroi Menawu Xonu npecc-koHdepeHumuu.

«BeNWKOBPUTAHUA peLlnna NoiTKk aanblue W 6bicTpee B
BOMpOCe NOMOLM YKpaWHe U NOCTAaBMTb HALLWUM APY3bAM
OCHOBHbIe GoeBble TaHkW Challenger 2, Taxenywo
apTunnepuio 1 Gonee 200 eguHUL Apyroi 6poHUpOBaHHOR
TEXHWKW®, — CKa3a/ oH.

t.me/rbc_news/66831 73.8K @ Jan 19,2023 at 07:28

TACC & 4
YKpauHCK1e TaHKMCTEI NPUCTYNAT K 06yYeHnto ana
WCMNONb3I0BaHUA HeMeLKUX TaHkoB Leopard 2, saneun
rnaea MuHoGopoHbl YKpauHsb! Anekceil PeaHWKOB.

Mo ero cnoam, AOroBopeHHOCTH 06 0By4eHMK
AOCTUrHYTbI 6naroaapsa MHULKMaTHEe MonbLumM W
BennkoBpuTaHum.

t.me/tass_agency/177515 49.4K @ edited Jan 21,2023 at 12:10

FIGURE 38 Informative posts on the supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine
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The second group, led by Russian to media), tried to downplay the potential
milbloggers and military experts (either via contribution of the Western MBTs to Ukrainian
their own channels, or via their commentaries military (Figure 39).

Komcomonsckan npasga: KPRU 3 PWA HoeocTn 4
PWA HoeocTu B
BpuTakma nepegact Ykpande 14 Tankoe Challenger 2 e Gnnxa..
MNepebie Tadkk Challenger 2, ckopee BCEro, NOABATCA Ha
YKpanHe ¢ MHOCTPaHHBIMKM 3KMNaMaMK, CHMTAeT BOSHHLIA
3kenepT JleoHKoB.

OH aTMETKA, YTO TAHK CAOMHES COBETCKNX oﬁpasu,oa,
KA3YeCTEEHHO W 5hIC"I'PO nNepeyyuTEs YKPaUHCKWUY BOBHHBIX
HE NONY4HTCA.

Tawwe NIeQHKOB CHWTAET, HTO BOBMOMHOCTE
aththekTWEHOMD MCcnonk3oeaHwA Challenger w Leopard va
YKRAUHCKWX FRYHTaX NOA BOMNPOCOM - TaHKK GIIMIIKOM
TAMENbIE,

t.me/rian_ru/ 191337 7303K @ Jan 16,2023 at 12225
Kax HATO npeepawaeT YKpawHy & CEANKY BOSHHOID 4

crapsa

il
BoexHsit obo3pesatens KPRU Bukrop Bapaxey
PACcCKasan o TOM, 470 33 MENEIHLIE YYQ0BMLLE rPOINT
nocramaTs Kueay konnexrressii 3anag. Mo ero MeeHmio,
BOEHHDE PYKOBOACTEO CTPaH CIMCLIBAET Ha YkpanHy
BOSHHOE CTapke. OO TRHET 3a cobol oOyqenne
CNeyuanscToR, HY 0y B 3anacCHLIX YacTRE ¥
KeanndHuMpOBaHHOM peMosTe. B Goes0n oCTaHOBKE -
ITO TPYAHEHILWE 3a034M.

Opecca Za Noteay! 1 4

T Hemeuxue TaHku Leopard 2 no pagy XapaKTepueTHK k
Gonee atdekTreHbl, Yem amepukanckme Abrams, Ho
yeTynawT poccHilckum T-90 B orHeBoi MOLLM K
GpoHesalWTe, 3aABMN Maga KomuTeTa Nocayms! no
ofBopoxe Angpei Kapranonos.

"Tankwn Leopard Hennoxwe, A CKamy Lawme, 4To No pagy
“Yennenpmep-2° xapaxTepucTuk Bonee aiderTHBHLI, Yam Abrams. Ho Tem
HE MEHER 2CNK CPABHMBaTE C HAWKWMK T-80, TO OHK
CYWECTEEHHO YETYNAKT B OFHEEOR MOLWK H B
GPOHEIALMTE, BKNIDYAA B8 AKTHBHYIO COCTAaRNAIOULYIQ", -
ckaszan AenyTaT B cpedy e adupe Tenekanana
"PoccuA-24". Kpome TOro, NapnaMeHTapui Nogyue prHyn,
Mawnra nexore: Bradley M2A2 ODS yTo pn-ct:nnctme TaHKI-! y#e NPOLWAN NPOBEPKY B m:r,q:e
Kueay NPeanarasTcs SECTH SHMHIOK KEMITGHWO Ha ChelWaneHoOW BOEHHOW olnepau.uu W Nokazanu ceén 'c
crapuix BMIM, nogrotosnessux gne Goes B Mapxom CamMoit Ny|ILef CTOPOHI".

KanMaTte nycTmkn. 3a 35 ner, HECMOTPR HA BOE NOTYTA

Nexraroxa, npogate 31y Goeayso MALWMHY KoMy-HREyaL us
CBOMX COMIHMKOE, He YIANOCH.

10T GPMTAHCKMA TaHK MMEET YCTapEELWee OpyaMe,
KOTOPOE ManoahHeK THEHO NPOTHE SPYTAX COBPEMEHHBIX
TAHKOE. ¥ MAWMHLI HET aBTOMATA SAPANMIHAR, 33T0 BCTh
YCTAPEBILER CHCTEMA YNPABIEHHRA OTHEM.

| OnacHocTe AnA PO NpejcTagn=ioT HE NOCTIBKK
Leopard Ha none G0, a Bo3MOXHOe opMupoBaHmue
TAHKOBbIX onep,nueuuﬁ YKFIaMHbI — rNaBa KoMHTETa
M1 Mard locayMel no oSopoxe AHApeR KapTanonos
20K @ Jan 25 2023 at 11:54

372 HEMELKER MBIWKMHA N0 HLIHEWHNM MEDKEM TOME | ) t.me/OdessaRussi/ 54809
ApesHRA. Cpoks ee NPOMIB0ACTEa 3aKoHyMnmMces 8 1975 : \
rogy.

Leopard 2

Becuma npuneyHas Boesan mawnHa. M sce e ec1e
MIALAHLL, CAMBI TNagHLIA = cnabas 6pokn, a ewe
OrPOMHODE KONM4ECTBO 3NexXTPOHMKK, KoTopas Tpebyer
NOAroTORNEHHOMD IHMNEMNE.

F Nognicatscn Ha @truekpru
e treskpey/1 05397 DK & Jan 1

FIGURE 39. Posts downplaying the supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine
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While the discourse on Telegram was
preoccupied with the decision of the NATO
countries to supply modern MBTs to Ukraine,
the Kremlin was reluctant to give the same
level of attention to the subject on its official

communication channels. From 1 January to
15 February 2023, this issue was mentioned
only 11 times (for details, see Appendix 5 and
Figure 40).
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FIGURE 40. Articles on the supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine in the official communication

The majority of these communications
were conducted by the Russian MFA, referring
either to the statements of Russia’s representa-
tives to OSCE, or interviews with Russian am-
bassadors in Germany and Poland. While on
Telegram the Kremlin (through milbloggers
and experts) tried to downplay the significance
of the Western decision to transfer MBTs to
Ukraine, the MFA communications focused on
two different narratives. The first was to high-
light the escalatory potential of this decision
‘(because it marks] an entirely new level of es-
calation on the battlefield™ as ‘the armoured
vehicles sent to Ukraine are intended for offen-
sive combat operations ... to facilitate the “liber-
ation” of Ukrainian territories, including
Crimea."” The second narrative centred around
the potential counter-productiveness of this
decision, as ‘many in Germany also see that
such aid ... has a negative impact on the so-
cio-economic situation in the country,” and
‘there is a certain contradiction between the
“cautious” statements about not wanting esca-
lation and the delivery of huge quantities of
modern weapons to the conflict zone.™

In this respect, the statements by
President Putin and Vyacheslav Volodin
(the Chairman of the Duma) are particularly
interesting, as they stood out from the narra-
tives promoted by Russia’s MFA. While both
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delivered their statements in the context of the
80th anniversary of the Battle of Stalingrad,
Putin only briefly mentioned the fact that
‘we are again being threatened by German
Leopard tanks,” Volodin, however, took a
more radical stand, stating that ‘their [German
MBTSs] fate will be the same as 80 years ago.
The Leopards will be burned, repeating the
fate of the fascist Tigers.”®

In times when the campaign on
Telegram tried to downplay the potential
contribution of the Western MBTs to Ukrainian
military, and official communications from MFA
tried to portray such a decision by Western
countries as escalatory and counter-produc-
tive, the weekend TV programmes mixed and
matched between these two. It is important to
note that, despite the lack of clear narrative,
the TV coverage of the developments during
January-February 2023 paid significant at-
tention to this subject. An average length of
time dedicated to the topic per programme
was more than 10 minutes (shortest—6 min 11
sec, longest—16 min 50 sec). Starting on 15
January (after the UK announced its commit-
ment to transfer Challenger 2), the coverage
peaked on 29 January (as NATO countries ap-
plied pressure on Germany) and slowly faded
following the announcement of Germany and
US (Figure 41).
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FIGURE 41. TV coverage of the supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine

Much of the coverage on 15 January was
spent on introducing the Leopard 2 tank to the
Russian audiences, outlining its main character-
istics: ‘classic layout, four-person crew, engine
with 1,500 horsepower, decent manoeuvra-
bility, and speed. However, echoing similar
commentary on Telegram, this assessment of
the MBT’s strength was immediately followed
by an attempt to downplay its potential perfor-
mance in Ukraine, particularly due to its weight:
‘between 50 and 70 tons ... the Leopard won’t
hold up because these bridges [in Ukraineg]
were designed to support T-72 tanks, but they
won’t support the Leopard.’

The coverage on the following weekend
(22 January) continued to criticise Western
MBTSs, this time the US-made Abrams tanks:
‘lin Ukraine] diesel is required. The complexity
of maintaining the Abrams and its high cost
make tank supplies to Ukrainians pointless.”
However, following the official communications
that marked the decision to supply Western
MBTs as an escalatory move, TV commen-
tators started to echo this narrative as well:
‘America insists on continuing the blood-
shed, demanding that NATO allies, primarily
Germany, start supplying Ukraine with German
Leopard 2 tanks.??

The weekend of 29 January was the
first weekend after the decisions of the US
and Germany to supply their MBTs. Completely
aligning with the official message of ‘an entirely

new level of escalation on the battlefield,” TV
hosts argued that, ‘on Wednesday, perhaps for
the first time, it was openly stated from Berlin:
the West is waging war against Russia.**

Interestingly enough, this message of
escalation (aligned with official communica-
tions) was accompanied with the messages
downplaying the potential threat (aligned with
the messaging on Telegram): ‘both the Leopard
and Abrams are good machines, with powerful
weapons, excellent fire control systems, and
multi-layered armour for frontal protection... But
they are heavy.*®

The segments on the weekend of 5
February followed the overall propaganda cam-
paign around the 80™ anniversary of the Battle
of Stalingrad. Following the ideas expressed
by President Putin and Vyacheslav Volodin, the
TV hosts invoked World War Il imagery, stating
that ‘it’s incredible, but true. We are once again
threatened with German Leopard tanks with
crosses on their sides, preparing to fight Russia
on Ukrainian soil.*®

By mid-February, the interest in the
subject started to fade. The general narratives
dismissed the supply of Western (particularly
American) MBTs as irrelevant as they will ‘ar-
rive later, as their delivery requires additional
logistical support.”?’
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Case Study 2: Destruction of Western armoured

vehicles in Ukraine

After Western nations decided to
supply Ukraine with advanced MBTs like the
German-made Leopard 2, British Challenger 2,
and US-made Abrams, many Western analysts
viewed these deliveries as a game-changing
development. These MBTs were expected to
provide a qualitative advantage over Russian
armour, which primarily consisted of older
Soviet-era T-72s and T-80s, as well as more
modern T-90 models. The Leopard 2, in par-
ticular, was seen as a game-changer due to its
advanced firepower, mobility, and armour.

However, by June 2023, when Ukraine
launched the first phases of its long-anticipated
counteroffensive, with Western MBTs taking
a prominent role, it became clear that these
advanced platforms were facing significant
challenges on the battlefield.

Since it took significant time for the
Western countries to agree on the supply of
offensive hardware (including MBTs) to Ukraine
before January-February 2023, Russian forces
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utilised this time to build significant layered
defensive lines. These defensive networks
included extensive minefields, dragon’s
teeth (concrete pyramids designed to block
armoured vehicles), trenches, and a dense
concentration of anti-tank weapons. The use of
Russian loitering munitions, kamikaze drones,
such as the Lancet, advanced anti-tank guided
missiles (ATGMs) like the Kornet, became a
key factor in the destruction of Western MBTs.

Images and videos emerged on
Telegram in early June 2023 showing several
Leopard 2 tanks being destroyed or aban-
doned in southern Ukraine, particularly near
the Zaporizhzhia front.

The information operation surrounding
the destruction of German-made Leopard
tanks, started on 6 June 2023 with the state-
ment from the Russian MoD (with accompany-
ing video) that was amplified across the (pro-)
Russian Telegram ecosystem (Figure 43).
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FIGURE 42. Spike in the Western Hardware for/in Ukraine cluster on Telegram, June—July 2023
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However, by 9 June, the narrative took
on a life of its own, with different channels
posting different videos arriving from the field.
From 1 June to 15 July 2023, 1,345 posts were
published by different channels on this topic
(an average of 30 posts per day, see Figure 42).
While this information operation was initiated
by the Russian MoD, the official communication
did not take part in its promotion. In addition to
two main statements on this subject on 6 June
that initiated the operation, there were only
5 additional references to it (for details, see
Appendix 6 and Figure 44).

Unlike the vibrant and sensational in
nature discussions on Telegram, the majority of
references in the Official Communication were
quite laconic, referring to general numbers of
(alleged) Ukrainian destroyed hardware, rather

Russias's MoD Release

MunoSoportl Poccun &

4 Kappbiy
Tom umcne Taukos Leopard

# @mod_russia n

Amplification

than to any particular incident. For example, cit-
ing the total number of destroyed tanks, Putin
argued that ‘at least a third are of Western
production, including Leopards.’””® The same
line of argument can be found in statements
by Russia’s Deputy Permanent Representative
to OSCE, who was simply listing the (alleged)
casualties of Ukrainian forces since the begin-
ning of June, mentioning Leopards and other
Western hardware as a part of the total number
of destroyed equipment.?® The only sensational
commentary in the Official Communication
was by Volodin, when the Duma’s website
republished his Telegram post from 6 June,
in which he claimed that in the last 24 hours
Russian forces ‘burned 32 tanks, including
eight German Leopards and three French
AMX-10s’ and, therefore, ‘plan “Barbarossa 2”
has collapsed.”°

[®] MuHoGopoks! POCCHH NOK33aN0 KAAPLI YHHNTOMEHHA
HHOCTPAHHOR GPOHETEXHHKK BCY, B TOM YHCNE, HEMEUKWX
TawKoB Leopard.

tme/mod_russia/27148 351.9K @ Jun 6, 2023 at 17:05

8 x0g€ cneyonepaLy Goin 3ageRcTEOBaN

BCY

“Buxpe’.

Braeo: MinnoBopore: Poccuu

tme/tass_agency/195096

«flucuuanck - KonbiGens [lonGaccar
Forwarded from Mpamoit 3dmp + HosocTn

MuHOGOPOHE PO NoKaskIEEET KaADE! YHHUTOMEHHA
TaHkos Leopard, koTopbie KHEB HCNONL30BaN B X0RE

HACTYNAEHUA.

[lns ataku

™ MuHoGopoks Poccui onySnukoaano engeo
PAIrPOME TOR CIMOR YKPAMHCKOR KONOHHL, HICTYNaBWeR
wa pySex Pabotuwo — Beposoe co cropavl Manoi
Tokmauxn.

Ha BHEE0 OTYET/IHEO BHAHGI KIK MUHKMYM YeTbIpe
Hemewxix TauKa Leopard 2. M3 Bawmm 0aHOR K3 Hix
BANAT ALiM, HTO QK THHECKH RENRETCH NEPELIM
TIOATBEMKAEHHLIM YHH{TOMEHHEM MBLIHHE! STOMD THNS
POCCHACKAMMA BOACKIMH.

-‘_ Mpw a1om TPk apyrix Leopard 2, Cyan no BHARO, Takme
| obeagsumenbl: BEPONTHEE BCEID, BCR OHM NOJOPEANKCE
| 4@ Msax 1 Gbin BpOwesbl 3kMnames. Mo wHopMaLm
| Boeuxopa KoTewxa, NoAGMTan u yuuTomeHHas GoAuamn
58 apmian BC PO Tex-itka CTONT 8 <COPOR 30Hes, OTKYAA
e He MOXET JB3KYMPORATL HH GRHA CTOPOHA.

OcTanocs NAWe ROBATE MALIMHEL, YTOBLI NPOTHEHHK

seproner Ka-52 T3PAHTHPOBAKHO HE CMOT 336PATS WX B ThU Ha PEMONT.

asmayun BKC Poceun

Npsmoih sdup - noANKEaTEER
tme/Lisichanskinfo/104108

HymH0 caenars 8ce, 4To6sl y yRPaMKCKHX GOPMAPOBAHMA
B03HMK peduup Takkos u BMI sanaguoro
npowssoacrea.

#3anopomse #Pocenn #Ypansa

@rybar

29K @ Jun7,2023 @t 22:37

Noaaepxats Hac
‘tme/rybar/48232

FIGURE 43. Posts amplifying the 6 June 2023 Russian MoD statement on destroyed Leopard tanks
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FIGURE 44. Articles on the destruction of Western armoured vehicles in Ukraine in the official

communication

While the campaign on Telegram sup-
plied many details and commentary, and the
official communication was dry and laconic, the
weekend TV programmes went back and forth
between these two. It is important to note that
the attention given by TV programmes to this
subject was very mixed. An average length of
designated type per programme was 8 min
36 seconds (shortest—33 seconds, longest—16
min 46 sec). Interestingly enough, the allocation
of time to this topic by TV channels generally
followed the pattern on Telegram, peaking in
mid-June following the initial reports by the
Russian MoD, particularly on Voskresnoye
Vremya (Figure 45).

The TV coverage on the weekend of
4 June (before the release by the Russian
MoD) generally focused on the destruction
of Western equipment: ‘the destruction

1.5K
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of Western military equipment continues’
showing ‘a convoy of Ukrainian forces with an
American anti-aircraft missile system.”

On the weekend of 11 June (the first
weekend after the beginning of the information
campaign), Vesti Nedeliran a segment of almost
14 minutes, presenting a compelling account of
the toll on Western-supplied military hardware
in Ukraine, particularly in the Zaporizhzhia re-
gion and surrounding battlefields. Echoing the
narratives on Telegram (as well those voiced by
Vyacheslav Volodin and posed on the Duma’s
website) the TV coverage drew parallels to
World War II: ‘German Leopard tanks are burn-
ing again in Zaporizhzhia, just like in the Great
Patriotic War.*? Echoing the official communi-
cations, the overall tone underscored Russian
strategic preparedness and tactical success:
‘in Novo Donetsk, NATO armoured vehicles are

02/07/2023

09/07/2023

25/06/2023

@ Vesti Nedeli @ Voskresnoye Vremya

FIGURE 45. TV coverage of the destruction of Western armoured vehicles in Ukraine
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burning. Russian drones and artillery destroyed
over 30 units of enemy equipment, includ-
ing Leopards and other Western-supplied
armoured vehicles.® Interestingly enough,
Voskresnoye Vremya ran a very short segment
of less than 3 minutes, briefly mentioning that
there were three Leopard tanks among large
numbers of Ukrainian hardware destroyed
by ‘decisive and competent actions of the
defending units.’

On the following weekend (18 June),
the coverage of the topic peaked, when each
of the programmes ran a segment devoted to
the destruction of Leopard tanks and Bradley
fighting vehicles (almost 7 minutes of desig-
nated time on Vesti Nedeli and a remarkable
17 minutes on Voskresnoye Vremya). Following
the previous week’s coverage that drew
parallels to World War Il, this week, in a seem-
ingly orchestrated manner, both programmes
connected the destruction of Leopard tanks
to the narrative of ‘denazification’ (which
was not emphasised either on Telegram or
in the Official Communication). The host of
Voskresnoye Vremya started the segment with
a premise of ‘how denazification expresses
itself on the battlefield, as much-vaunted
Leopards and Bradleys are blazing in flames™*
In his opening statement, the host of Vesti
Nedeli continued in the same vein: ‘and now

about how denazification expresses itself
on the battlefield, as vaunted Leopards and
Bradleys are blazing in flames.*®

The coverage on the weekend of 25 June
shifted away from the main story of destroyed
Leopards and Bradleys. Voskresnoye Vremya
emphasised that, ‘our troops have received
special payments for destroying Western
equipment; over 10,000 service members were
rewarded,”® while Vesti Nedeli echoed the
official communications, referring to general
numbers of Ukrainian (allegedly) destroyed
hardware: ‘from 4 June 4 to 21June, 246 tanks
were reported destroyed, including 13 Western;
alongside 500 armoured vehicles, including
59 Western; and 279 artillery pieces, including
48 Western.¥

The coverage during the weeks of 2 and
9 July followed more or less the same pattern,
moving off from the main event at the beginning
of the month and aligning more and more with
the line drawn by official communications. The
coverage focused intensively on the general
numbers of alleged Ukrainian losses: ‘since the
start of the counteroffensive, the enemy has
lost 259 tanks and 780 armoured vehicles;*®
or followed the sensational tones expressed
on Telegram: ‘this is what the much-vaunted
Western equipment looks like.”*
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Case Study 3: The International Army Games

The Military dimension in the Official
Communication dataset experienced two
unusual spikes in the ‘International military

trainings/games’ cluster in August 2022 and
August 2023 (Figure 46).
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FIGURE 46. Major narrative-based clusters, the Military dimension in the official communication

Both spikes corresponded with the
events organised by the Russian MoD. In 2022,
it was the International Army Games 2022 (IAG
2022) and the International Military-Technical
Forum Army 2022 (MTFA 2022). Despite the
fact that both events had been running simulta-
neously since 2015 (the year of the first IAG), in
April 2023 the Russian MoD decided to cancel
IAG 2023, stating that the event would be held
on a biennial basis. While no information was
provided regarding the reasons behind the de-
cision, it seems safe to assume that the Russian
military commitment to the war effort disrupted
the ability to stage the games.

The lack of the games in 2023 explains
the relatively small scale of the spike of messag-
es in the websites of the official communication
in comparison to 2022—273 articles in 2022 vs
only 114 articles in 2023. Since the case of IAG
2022 offers a better understanding of the dy-
namics of the Kremlin’s official communication
in the military dimension, the following analysis
focuses on the 2022 information campaign.
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The International Army Games 2022
(IAG 2022) was the 8th iteration of the annual
military competition event organised by the
Russian Ministry of Defence. Held from 13 to
27 August 2022, this event brought together
armed forces from various nations to compete
in a wide range of military disciplines.

The IAG 2022 was co-hosted by 12
countries: Russia, Belarus, China, Iran, India,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Vietnam, Venezuela, and Mongolia. This de-
centralised format spread the events across
different continents, with the host nations or-
ganising specific competitions within their terri-
tory. In total, over 30 countries participated. By
hosting and participating in these games, these
countries signalled their continued support for
Russia’s global military ambitions. Moreover,
the participation of countries such as India and
Mongolia reflected the event’s appeal beyond
Russia’s immediate circle of allies.



The IAG 2022 featured 34 individual
competitions. These competitions ranged from
tank biathlons to sniper contests, aviation chal-
lenges, and even military dog training. Some of
the major events included:

B International Military-Technical Forum
Army 2022: hosted by Russia, the event
served as the main exhibition and
conference platform.

B Tank Biathlon: hosted by Russia, often
referred to as the “crown jewel” of the
International Army Games, this compe-
tition involved tank teams navigating
difficult terrain, crossing obstacles, and
engaging targets with machine guns and
cannons at different distances.

B Aviadarts: hosted by Russia, this military
aviation competition evaluated the pilot-
ing skills of military aircrew in tasks such
as air-to-ground attack, target bombing,
and aerial navigation.

B Sniper Frontier: hosted by Kazakhstan,
this competition tested the skills of sniper
teams in various settings.

B Safe Route: hosted by Uzbekistan, this
competition focused on engineering
units’ ability to clear minefields, build
bridges, and secure passageways for
advancing ground forces.

B Masters of Artillery Fire: hosted by
Kazakhstan, this competition tested the
artillery units of participating nations on
their ability to calculate fire missions,
deploy heavy artillery, and deliver precise
strikes against enemy targets.

B Sea Cup: hosted jointly by Russia and
Iran in the Caspian Sea, this competition
required ships and their crews to demon-
strate precision, coordination, and quick
decision-making in a variety of maritime
tasks.

As an event orchestrated by the Russian
MoD, it is not surprising that it was turned
into an information campaign to promote the
image of the Russian military and provide
a platform for showcasing its technological
capabilities. This campaign was on an unprec-
edented scale. Throughout August 2022, the
MoD (function.mil.ru) published 270 articles
covering the games (19% of all official commu-
nications in the military dimension across all
analysed websites). Three additional articles
were published by Russia’s Federal Council
(council.gov.ru), covering the participation of
the members of the Council in the International
Military-Technical Forum Army 2022—Sergey
Martynov and Galina Karelova on 15 August,
and Margarita Pavlova on 22 August. Starting
shortly before the official opening of the
games on 13 August and ending a few days
after their official closure on 27 August, the
information campaign peaked on 19 August
(Figure 46).

The main aim of this information cam-
paign was to promote the image of Russian
military strength, the Kremlin’s international
standing and the continued support it receives
from the international community.

While the articles published by MoD
closely followed the events and the perfor-
mance of Russia’s teams in different categories,
the discussion on Telegram was quite differ-
ent. Unlike the official communication, which
focused more on the IAG 2022, channels on
Telegram focused more on the International
Military-Technical Forum (with the number of
posts peaking on 15 August—the opening day
of the Forum in Moscow).

Moreover, the attention given to this
event on Telegram was hardly comparable to
the scope of the information campaign con-
ducted in the official communication. Only 750
posts mentioning the events were published
on Telegram (368 of which were posts by
Russia’s MoD and state-owned media). In other
words, while it was a big information campaign
for the MoD, the Telegram ecosystem hardly
followed it (Figure 47).
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FIGURE 47. Mentioning of the International Army Games and associated activities on Telegram

The same conclusion can be applied
to the weekend TV programmes. Similar to
the coverage on Telegram, and unlike the
official communication, the TV programmes
focused more on the International Military-
Technical Forum, designating significant time
on the weekend of 21 August (Figure 48). The
segments that covered the games themselves
were quite general in nature, praising either the
scale of the event (‘The forum featured 28,000
pieces of weaponry and military equipment’);*°
or the performance of the Russian team (‘The
Russian team was the absolute winner with over
forty awards, more than half of them gold.)"
This lack of detailed coverage by weekend TV
programmes can be explained by the fact that
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this MoD-organised event was covered in detail
on the MoD-run TV network, Zvezda.

This chapter analysed three different
information  campaigns orchestrated by
the Kremlin in the military dimension—two
campaigns conducted on Telegram and one
through official communication channels. As
demonstrated by data-driven evidence, there
seems to be very little coordination between
Telegram, the official communication and
the weekend TV programmes, as there is no
cross-platform correlation in coverage in any
of the 3 cases. When real-life events in rela-
tions to the war in Ukraine ignite information
operations on Telegram, they are not followed
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FIGURE 48. TV coverage of the International Army Games 2022

in the official communication, and vice versa—
when information campaigns are conducted
on official channels, they do not receive sim-
ilar coverage on Telegram. The weekend TV
programmes seem to mix and match between

the narratives on these two main platforms,
following the general line dictated by the offi-
cial communication and generally avoiding the
detailed discussions on Telegram.
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Chapter 3: Economic Dimension—
Case Studies Analysis

After reviewing and labelling the the-
matic clusters generated by BERTopic for
analysts at Debunk.org, focusing on the eco-
nomic dimension and refined through a tailored
keyword specification process, we identified
the following prevailing conceptual and narra-
tive topics during the reporting period:

B Telegram:
® Western Financial Support to Ukraine
® Western Military Support
® Western Sanctions against Russian
Industry Sectors

B the Official Communication:
® Economy Planning and Development
® Development of Domestic
Projects and Related International
Cooperation

® Official Discourse on the State of the
Russian Economy

To qualitatively analyse irregularities
in communication volume within the datasets
of Telegram channels and the six official
government/regulatory institution websites,
we selected a case study from each. We then
conducted a comparative analysis across three
communication channels—social media plat-
forms, official statements, and two monitored
TV programmes—to identify any discernible
correlations in their coverage of the subject. On
Telegram, the cluster entitled ‘Western Military
Support’ was the most distinctive when it
comes to forming irregular peaks of data flow
(Figure 49). We looked at how it unfolded from
15 January 15 to 28 February 2023.

= Western Military Support === Western Financial Support to Ukraine === Western Sanctions against Russian Industry Sectors

Case Study 1

Oct 2021 Jan 2022

Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 49. Major narrative-based clusters, the Economic dimension on Telegram

With regards to the

Official
Communication dataset, we investigated the
major spike in the dominant topic ‘Economy

planning and development’ cluster
from 31 August to 28 September 2023
(Figure 50).

= Economy Planning and Development === Development of Domestic Projects and Related International Cooperation === Official Discourse on the State of Russian Economy

Case Study 2
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FIGURE 50. Major narrative-based clusters, the Economic dimension in the official communication
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Case Study 1: Military Support to Ukraine

The thematic cluster we identified as
‘Military Support to Ukraine’ emerged as the
most prominent in terms of communication
volume within our Telegram-based dataset
on the economic dimension (Figure 51). This
peak closely followed a surge of the cluster
‘Western Equipment for/in Ukraine’ in the
military dimension, discussed in the previous
chapter. To identify and emphasise content
relevant to the economic dimension alongside
its military counterpart, thereby enriching the

analysis, Debunk.org analysts conducted an ad-
ditional/supplementary targeted search using
specific keyword combinations. Terms denoting
military equipment and its delivery were linked
to keywords related to aid and financial expres-
sions, such as [‘nomolyp, ‘maket’, ‘mocraBka’,
‘HakaumBaTb’] and [‘MunnuoH’, ‘mMunnuapg),
‘mnn’, ‘mnpg’]. This method sought to uncover
and contextualise economic narratives that
both complemented and paralleled the dis-
course within the military dimension.
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FIGURE 51. Western Military Support cluster over time, the economic dimension on Telegram

On Telegram, posts referencing the
economic scale of Western military assistance
to Ukraine displayed a mix of purely informa-
tive content and opinionated commentary.
The former category simply reflected real-life
events, such as the US $2.5 billion security
assistance package announced on 19 January
2023, Finland’s $434 million aid package on
20 January, the $2 billion in USAI funds an-
nounced on 24 February 2023, Canada’s $32
million pledge on the invasion’s anniversary
etc. Meanwhile, the latter posts went beyond
informative reporting and actively framed
or commented on these developments.
These discussions revolved around recurring
themes, such as:

B US profit from the conflict: emphasising
narratives about the US leveraging the
war in Ukraine for economic and strategic
gains, including profits from arms sales.

B EU detriment: highlighting how military
support to Ukraine strains the European
Union economically and politically,
potentially harming its unity and stability.

B Western societal divisions: suggesting
significant discord among Western
societies and political actors regarding
the extent and continuation of military aid
to Ukraine.

B Corruption allegations: amplifying claims
of widespread misappropriation of funds
and corruption in Ukraine, casting doubt
on the efficacy and accountability of the
support provided.

B Global ripple effects: focusing on the
adverse impacts of military aid on
non-combatant countries, such as energy
crises and economic pressures linked to
the war and associated policies.
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B Russia vs. the West/NATO—preparing
for a protracted war: emphasising
claims of Russia standing alone against
overwhelming Western aggression and
dominance;

B Challenges in Western military support:
critiquing the delivery and reliability
of Western aid to Ukraine, highlighting
delays, instability, outdatedness and
unfulfilled promises.

Since the beginning of the invasion of
Ukraine, the Kremlin has used US military aid
to Ukraine as a rhetorical tool to claim that the
US benefits from the war, arguing that large-
scale military aid packages serve as evidence
of the US leveraging the war to sustain and
expand its defence industry, which profits
from prolonged military conflicts. It has been
claimed that the US not only arms Ukraine to
weaken Russia strategically, but also ensures
lucrative contracts for American defence
manufacturers (Figure 52). Such claims by the
Telegram channel Readovka were bolstered
by references to arms sales and production
boosts among major US defence companies,
including Lockheed Martin and Raytheon,

CKO/bKO 3APAGOTATH BOEHHBIE KOMNAHHH
HA NOCTABKAX YKPAUHE

Kax CLUA sapa6aTbisaloT Ha koHdnuKTe Ha YkpanHe —
undorpadmxa Readovka 06 nHcaigepckoi Toproene
AKUMAMM 3aN13AHLIX BOSHHBIX KOHLEPHOB NPH N0CTABKAX

‘The conflict in Ukraine has beneficiaries both among big
capital and within the political elite—often, the two overlap

g L] (...) On January 31, it was
reported that L Martin and i are
discussing the joint production of HIMARS MLRS on German
territory. This indi that the of the
military-i i plex will it to expand, along

with the wealth of Western beneficiaries.’

which have seen increased demand for weap-
ons like HIMARS and Patriot missile systems:

‘The conflict in Ukraine has beneficiaries
both among big capital and within the po-
litical elite—often, the two overlap through
non-public agreements. US military supplies
to Kyiv have been ongoing for almost a year,
increasingly featuring modern types of weap-
ons, which means new government contracts
are being signed with defence contractors.
The dynamics of stock prices for these com-
panies directly reflect the gains in the pockets
of investors."?

In a similar vein, Voyennaya Khronika
and other channels claimed that in just the last
three months of 2022, the shares of military
companies sponsoring the reception hosted by
the Ukrainian Embassy in the US to mark the
31tanniversary of the founding of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces in December that year had risen
above 15%.%

In the meantime, a post from 24
January 2023, on Solovyov’s channel claimed

il IHITANIN
= +25.94%
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‘Over 11 months of the special military operation, the

profits of the largest. arms totaled
tens of billions of dollars. (...) In early spring, the Biden
i ion invoked presit ial powers to quickly send

weapons from U.S. stockpiles to Ukraine, later seeking

PP for g to

g
replenish the supplies.’

FIGURE 52. Framing of Western military aid as war profiteering
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that Ukraine was financially draining the US
with billions of dollars being ‘literally burned’
in Ukraine, with reference to the record US
national debt reinforcing the narrative of
financial strain:

‘Ukraine drains America: The US has an-
nounced a new military aid package of $2.5bn
to the Kyiv regime. Meanwhile, the US national
debt has reached a record high of $31.4 tril-
lion. US politicians are outraged that billions
of taxpayers’ dollars are literally being burned
in Ukraine.**

While these narratives may seem contra-
dictory, they could serve to create a fragmented
and polarising discourse, allowing the Kremlin
to adapt its messaging to various audiences,
both domestic and international. The US ben-
efiting motif may appeal to critics of US foreign
policy by emphasising the profit of defence
contractors and political elites. Meanwhile, the
‘America is being drained’ rhetoric may be tar-
geting ordinary American taxpayers frustrated
with government spending on foreign conflicts
or Russian domestic audiences to denigrate
the US as a superpower and juxtapose ‘united
Russia’ with ‘disunited America’. In addition,

1
1 HetneHka
2 Forwarded from Kpemnésckuii nepecMeLlHuK

‘The Kyiv regime once again reveals its true nature—

L inian Armed Forces soldiers have started

receiving their pay not in cash or non-cash hryvnias
but in certificates redeemable in February 2026.
Whether the soldier survives or not doesn’t matter—he
is merely a statistic in the losses, a figure where

budgets can be cut and funds siphoned off.’

there was a revival of an old Soviet narrative
that ‘the US is a country where billionaires profit
while ordinary taxpayers suffer, which was
transferred onto Ukraine:

‘The ingenuity of Ukrainian officials in begging
for subsidies from the West and appropriating
them would put any fraudster to shame. The
BBC has already published information about
how the financial standing of Ukraine’s elite
has increased. (...) And we, dear subscribers,
don’t need to be told that the main and incur-
able weakness of Ukraine’s rulers is counting
other people’s money and rummaging through
others’ pockets while simultaneously portray-
ing themselves as both victims and heroes.™*

Thus, it was claimed, the soldiers of the
Ukrainian armed forces began receiving money
in ‘certificates with redemption in February
2026. And it’s nobody’s business whether a
soldier lives or not up to this date: after all,
he is just a unit in the statistics of casualties,
allowing to save money and cut budgets.”®

Zelensky, meanwhile, was attacked
for allegedly appropriating the aid delivered

Kpemngeckas npauka

‘The greed of the Ukrainian oligarchy hits a
new low...The ingenuity of Ukrainian officials
in begging for subsidies from the West and
pocketing them would make any fraudster
envious. BBC has already published
information about how the financial standing
of the Ukrainian elite has increased.”

FIGURE 53. Framing of Ukrainian elites as corrupt and misusing Western aid
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to Ukraine, suggesting that while his country
suffers (Figure 53):

‘Watching the Kyiv clown’s tour through
London, Paris, and Brussels, one is truly
surprised only by how much the ‘mini-dic-
tator Ze’ has literally fattened up during the
fight against ‘Russian aggression.” So that's
where all the endless ‘pennies of economic
aid’ go!™’

As far as the rhetoric of European detri-
mentis concerned, some posts suggested that
Europe is arming Ukraine at the expense of its
own security, portraying Germany’s military
as ‘hole-ridden’ (referring to alleged short-
comings in its own defence capabilities) and
mocking the attempts to cover the costs of the
military aid to Ukraine through various mech-
anisms such as funds, military exchanges, or
contributions to collective EU programmes
like the European Peace Facility (EPF), (Figure
54)*®. European nations were criticised for alleg-
edly capitulating to Washington’s demands to
finance and arm what Kremlin-aligned sources

Kapaynuhbif Z
F d from ManouKa Kanunepa

described as ‘Kyiv’s thieves,” despite opposition
from their own citizens*®. Denis Pushilin, the
self-proclaimed head of the so-called Donetsk
People’s Republic, used his Telegram platform
to claim that the US was intentionally engineer-
ing European decline. He argued that Europe’s
political ‘degeneration’ had precipitated the
erosion of its economy and living standards.
Pushilin suggested that this decline was spark-
ing unrest across the continent, particularly in
countries leading military support for Ukraine.
He described the unrest as an inevitable con-
sequence of governments prioritising external
commitments—military support to Ukraine—
over domestic interests:

‘It is not at all coincidental that widespread
unrest has broken out in the countries of
Europe, which are at the forefront of US
support for military assistance to Ukraine. (...)
the authorities, which surrender the interests
of the peaple of their countries, inevitably
get the growth of internal problems, which is
what we are witnessing.°
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In the post on the left, Western military aid
is denigrated by portraying Germany's
military as ‘hole-ridden’ and ridiculing the

~ attempts to cover the costs of the military

Ukraine  through  various

; mechanisms such as funds, or collective

EU programmes like the European Peace

 Facility.

In addition (post on the right), Europe is
claimed to be aiding Ukraine to its own

detriment, with ordinary people suffering

| standards:

‘It is no coincidence that in European
| countries at the forefront of supporting the
- U.S. in providing military aid to Ukraine,

widespread unrest has begun. A direct
consequence of the degeneration of

. European politics, as recently noted, is the
- degradation of the economy and social

standards. The situation in Europe will
only worsen, which is precisely what the
U.S. aims to achieve.'
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CABIOT MHTEPECHI HTENER CBOMX CTPAH, HEMUHYEMO
NOAYYSIOT POCT BHYTPEHHIX NPOBNEM, YTO Misl U
Habniopsem.

Mpambim che HHA eBponeRcKoR
NONMTHKM, O Can, ABNASTCA ALrpafauus
3KOHOMMKH W COLMANBHbIX CTAHAAPTOB. CUTyaUmMs B
EBpone SyAeT TONLKO yCyryBNATLCA, YEro U AoGUBaKTCR
CLUA.
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FIGURE 54. Framing of European support for Ukraine as futile and harmful
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The rhetoric reinforced a common
Kremlin narrative, framing the West as frag-
mented and manipulated by US interests, while
portraying European support for Ukraine as not
only futile, but also harmful to their societies.

The Telegram channels eagerly high-
lighted signs of discord among Ukraine’s
Western allies, often portraying the US and
Germany as emblematic of ‘war fatigue’ and
dissatisfaction over the mounting costs of
military aid to Ukraine. US Republican Matt
Gaetz and ten co-signing congressmen were
reported to have urged President Biden to halt
the allocation of billions in taxpayer dollars to
Ukraine, claiming that American arms supplies
‘unintentionally’ escalated civilian casualties
and prolonged the conflict”. Similarly, German
MP Petr Bystron from the far-right populist par-
ty AfD (Alternative fiir Deutschland) was cited
as he opposed transferring German tanks to
Ukraine by invoking historical trauma:

‘Your grandfathers already tried to do this,
and what was the result? Unspeakable suf-
fering, millions of deaths on both sides, and
eventually Russian tanks here in Berlin.”>

These narratives were intended not
only to amplify internal disagreements but
also frame Western support as both morally
questionable and strategically unsustainable,

reinforcing a broader Kremlin message that the
West is divided and weary of the conflict.

The Telegram channel Kremlevskaya
Prachka (‘Kremlin Laundress’), reportedly
managed by former Federal Security Service
(FSB) Colonel Mikhail Polyakov, displayed
some of the most fervent rhetoric on the sub-
ject. Polyakov is believed to have overseen
a network of pro-Kremlin Telegram channels
in coordination with Sergey Kiriyenko, the
First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Presidential
Administration. He was also collaborating
with Alexey Goreslavsky, head of the Institute
for Internet Development and a former leader
of ANO Dialog®, a Kremlin proxy, which was
tasked with ensuring that government-dictat-
ed narratives reach the required number of
viewers across Russia®®. The latter’s influence
extends to the Telegram channel Readovka (it
gets instructions directly from ANO Dialog®®),
ranking among the top disseminators of nar-
ratives about Western military assistance to
Ukraine. Posts from Kremlevskaya Prachka are
further amplified by prominent outlets like the
highly-subscribed Solovyov Telegram chan-
nel, enabling content to achieve exponential
reach. Overall, the top five channels that gar-
nered the highest number of views through
their posts on the theme included Readovka,
COJIOBbEB, PUA HoeocTu, PesupgeHT and
Kpemnésckas npayka (in ascending order, see
Figure 55 for more details).

%_
views

‘The Kiev camarilla is not embarrassed to ruin the country. It
continues to squander its territory with exorbitant military
expenditures. On the assumption that the West will always give them
money. It will not let all treasury thieves, who share the Western
dough, to starve (...)Only the longer the leaders of Ukrainian Nazis
will beg and steal help from their donors, the closer is the final

z AMUTpUia
Feb Mepneepee

collapse of the economy. After all, they will have to pay for the course
of treatment in full. And the goal of Western doctors is not at all to

2,300,000

cure the economy of the unfortunate country. The West has a long
experience of killing the subject countries. The West is not the good
Doctor Aybolit, but Doctor Mengele. It is a sinister doctor-killer.
Therefore, Ukraine will face the sad fate of those colonies that were
once raped in the most perverted form, and then thrown to die on

the rotting dump of history.
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Mup ‘In this format, the delivery of aid could take much longer. It also
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Feb "lOpwii
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suggests that the U.S. either only has its reserve stock of ammunition
left or is close to that. Or, it could mean that the war with China is
near, and something must be kept for Taiwan.’

1,800,000

‘As | have said many times before, the West and Europe are

16 supplying Ukraine with old, decommissioned equipment that does
not pose a significant threat to our military. Russia is a great nuclear

Jan Kadyrov_95

1,000,000

power that can easily oppose NATO and even the entire world.

‘The conflict in Ukraine has beneficiaries both among big capital and
within the political elite—often, the two overlap through undisclosed

Feb Readovka

agreements. (...) On January 31, it was reported that Lockheed Martin
and Rheinmetall are discussing the joint production of HIMARS MLRS 986,800

on German territory. This indicates that the monster of the Western
military-industrial complex will continue to expand, along with the

wealth of Western beneficiaries’

‘New 'gifts' from Grandpa Joe — EW systems, air defense, armored
vehicles, and long-range missiles, but no tanks. Interestingly, there’s

4 ObbAcHAeT
Feb Readovka

no place for Abrams tanks in the PDA program, which are not
currently being produced but are available in large quantities in

976,500

storage bases. They're also absent from the USAI program. Either
their time hasn’t come yet, or the whole ‘Abrams' announcement is

purely a political move.

FIGURE 55. Most viewed posts in the Western Military Support cluster, 15 January—28 February 2023

In the Official Communication, the
timing and frequency of messages related to
the economic scale of Western military aid to
Ukraine were not as tightly aligned with the
specific events (such as military aid announce-
ments) as on Telegram (Figure 56). A total of
16 articles were categorised as referring to
economic aspects of Western military support
to Ukraine during the same period. The arms
delivery and related announcements were
mentioned in speeches by Russian diplomats
during meetings of international organisations,
as well as during regular briefings held by
Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova, particularly within the scope of her
Q&A sessions.

On the other hand, the issue of arms
supplies—presented as a long-standing
narrative of the West ‘pumping’ Ukraine with
military aid—was highlighted as part of a co-
ordinated campaign by the Russian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. This campaign utilised Russian
ambassadors to counter information related
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to the first anniversary of the full-scale war
against Ukraine. The anniversary was tied to
increased support from Western nations to Kyiv,
a subject explored further in the ‘Foreign Policy
Dimension’ chapter of this research.

In one of the articles, the MFA spokes-
woman commented on whether peace
negotiations were possible at the time, when
Ukraine Defense Contact Group was meeting
at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on 20 January
2023. Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky
was allegedly ‘demanding the West to pro-
vide heavy weaponry’ to the country, which
‘effectively meant the increasingly intensive
involvement of Western countries in the con-
flict with Russia and Ukraine’s growing loss of
independence.’®®

Zakharova addressed the $2.5 billion
in US aid, European pledges to expand arms
supplies, and the training of Ukrainian Armed
Forces personnel to operate Western-supplied
howitzers and tanks, describing these actions
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FIGURE 56. Daily dynamics of the Western Military Support by sources in the official communication

as blatant provocations by the West aimed at
escalating the conflict. She claimed such meas-
ures would inevitably result in higher casualties
and dangerous escalations, accusing the
‘collective West’ of indifference toward civilians
affected by alleged Ukrainian military strikes on
non-combatant targets, including schools and
hospitals.

Zakharova’s rhetoric exemplified per-
sistent Kremlin narratives, emphasising the
supposed recklessness of Ukraine’s Western
allies and the ‘Kyiv regime. Her argument rein-
forced the official framing of Russia’s invasion
as a necessary operation to achieve ‘denazifi-
cation,” ‘demilitarisation,” and the elimination of
perceived threats from Ukraine.

‘This once again demonstrates that it is the
delusional ‘war party,” which has lost its
sense of reality, that is setting the tone and
determining the policy of the Kyiv regime
today. Under such conditions, there can be
no question of negotiations with Ukraine. The
facts presented show that the objectives out-
lined in the framework of the special military
operation—adenazification, demilitarisation of
the current Kyiv regime, and the elimination of
serious threats to the security of our country
and its citizens originating from Ukrainian ter-
ritory—remain relevant and will undoubtedly
be fulfilled.’

Echoing this narrative, Maksim
Buyakevich, Russia’s Deputy Permanent
Representative to the OSCE, criticised NATO’s
involvement, claiming that Western interfer-
ence had fuelled the escalation. His invocation
of Putin’s remark, “Why would we need a world
without Russia?” suggested Russia’s determi-
nation to combat perceived existential threats
to its sovereignty.®’

On 28 February 2023, the Russian
Security Council published on its official web-
site an interview given by its Deputy Chairman,
Dmitry Medvedev, to the National Defense
magazine, titled ‘The Year of Defending the
Homeland'. It included elements of war merg-
ing—outlining the parallels between the Great
Patriotic War and the so-called ‘special military
operation’, nuclear blackmail and references
to the US aid of almost $30 billion, all of which
seems to have been designed to reinforce the
narrative of a ‘besieged fortress Russia’ that
never gives up:

‘Once again, we are confronted by almost an
entire empire of various enemies: Ukrainian
and European neo-fascists, the United States,
other Anglo-Saxons and their vassals (about
fifty countries). They have set themselves the
goal of strangling and wiping our country off
the face of the earth. It will not work. We are
stronger, and now this is also obvious.”®
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U.S. Could Run Out Of Cash
By Early June If Debt Limit
Isn’t Raised, Yellen Warns
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FIGURE 57. TV coverage of the Military Support to Ukraine

Regarding to the two television pro-
grammes monitored for the research, the
highest volume of coverage on the econo-
my-related aspects of Western military support
to Ukraine occurred in the episodes that aired
on 15 January and 22 January 2023, and on 12
February 2023. Vesti Nedeli was more focused
on the theme in the first half of the period,
whilst Voskresnoye Vremya took the lead in
the second half (Figure 57).

Inthe episode on 15 January, Vesti Nedeli
portrayed Ukraine’s military and economic
survival as heavily reliant on Western—espe-
cially US—aid. The logistical details of military
shipments, including tanks like the Abrams and
systems like Patriot air defence, were outlined
to underscore the scale of US involvement,
also suggesting that influential figures in
Washington were unified in opposing peace
talks. The nearly $25 billion allocated to
Ukraine and recurring announcements of new
aid packages were mocked: the proposal by a
US congressman to place a bust of President
Zelenskyy in the Capitol was framed as a
representation of wasted money and symbolic
of misplaced priorities. Meanwhile, Ukrainian
elites were accused of wasting money on
lavish parties in Courchevel, France, a symbol
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of opulence, drinking champagne under the
national flag.>® Voskresnoye Vremya devoted
significant attention to the economic impact
on EU countries, particularly Germany, con-
trasting it with alleged US gains from European
investments drawn by lower energy costs and
subsidies. It highlighted protests in Germany,
Hungary’s criticism of sanctions, and Europ’s
deepening industrial struggles, framing EU
actions as self-destructive®.

In the episode from 22 January 2023,
Vesti Nedeli berated Ukraine’s ‘persistent de-
mands’ of military aid from its allies, highlighted
Western divisions, and questioned the broader
impact of sanctions and military aid policies.
It was said that, despite significant January
aid packages, including US weapons worth
$5.5 billion and EU contributions of €3 billion,
Kyiv insisted it was insufficient”. European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
was blamed for pushing for a 10th sanctions
package and unrestricted military aid for
Ukraine, prioritising ideology over economic
consequence, as an increasing number of ‘ra-
tional politicians’ were voicing concern that the
sanctions harm Europe’s economy more than
Russia’s. Voskresnoye Vremya underscored the
Western divisions over military aid (for instance,



debates in Germany over supplying Leopard
tanks) while Russia maintained its strategic fo-
cus. The impression was strengthened by con-
trasting struggling Western nations with Putin’s
visit to the Obukhov Plant in St. Petersburg,
a historic defence manufacturer, claimed to
produce advanced weaponry such as Kalibr
missiles and air defence systems. Highlighting
Russia’s missile production outpacing global
counterparts, Putin expressed confidence in
the country’s defence capabilities.®

Kremlin-aligned media often amplifies
statements by Western figures, particularly
those critical of US policies, to legitimise their
own narratives. By quoting Donald Trump Jr.
about alleged discrepancies in US spending
on Ukraine, Voskresnoye Vremya highlight-
ed supposed financial mismanagement of
Americanaid programmes,reinforcing abroad-
er Kremlin narrative about the self-serving
or chaotic nature of Western governments,
portraying their aid to Ukraine as reckless or
detrimental to their citizens. In addition, the
programme often resorted to quoting former
Fox News primetime host, Tucker Carlson, as
it needed a rhetoric that would align with a
broadertheme that portrayed Western involve-
ment in Ukraine as self-serving, profit-driven,
and indifferent to Ukrainian suffering. In the
Voskresnoye Vremya episode of 29 January,
Carlson accused the Biden administration of
prolonging the conflict in Ukraine instead of
pursuing peace, suggesting that this decision
is deliberate and driven by ulterior motives. It

was claimed that Western corporations, such
as BlackRock and Goldman Sachs, viewed
Ukraine’s post-conflict reconstruction as a
lucrative business opportunity.

In mid-February, Voskresnoye Vriemya
leveraged Western military aid to Ukraine as a
justification for ongoing Russian strikes, stating:
‘Achieving the special operation’s objectives
requires disrupting Western supply chains to
Ukrainian forces, disabling their repair and pro-
duction capabilities, and depleting ammunition
stocks through precise strikes.’’

Comparing the two shows, Vesti Nedeli
interwove more historical parallels into its fram-
ing of the Russian war against Ukraine, criti-
quing Western interventionism and colonialism.
One programme marked the 50th anniversary
of the US defeat in Vietnam, presenting it as a
humiliating episode shaped by loss and atroci-
ties, while accusing the US of repeating similar
mistakes in Ukraine. It highlighted Western
arms supplies, including Abrams and Leopard
tanks, as exacerbating tensions with Russia
and compared this to past policy failures.
Growing domestic scepticism in the US about
global interventions was also underscored.
The programme also covered colonial racism,
referencing historical ‘human zoos’ and figures
like Sarah Baartman. It criticised Western nar-
ratives of progress, linking past exploitation to
contemporary claims of moral superiority amid
the invasion of Ukraine.®*
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Case Study 2: Economy Planning and Development

s

‘Economy planning and development
emerged as the most pronounced narra-
tive-based cluster in the dataset of official com-
munications for Economic dimension, as iden-
tified by BERTopic. Throughout the research
period, the highest communication volume
occurred in autumn 2023, with a notable rise
starting on 31 August, peaking in mid-Sep-
tember, and declining by 28 September
(Figure 58).

Analysis revealed three major events
driving this spike:

B the 8th Eastern Economic Forum
(1013 September)

B the 8th Caspian Media Forum
(18—19 September)

B the 551st Federation Council
Meeting (25 September).

75

A%
@
)

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 58. Economy Planning and Development cluster over time, the Economic dimension in the official

communication

Domestically, the Eastern Economic
Forum is framed as a mechanism to enhance
regional infrastructure and investment oppor-
tunities in the Russian Far East, a historically
underdeveloped area. Internationally, it is
meant to serve as a platform to attract foreign
direct investments and signal Russia’s open-
ness to global collaboration in areas such
as energy, technology, and trade. Following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Forum has
taken on added importance as a platform
to counter Western sanctions, showcasing
economic resilience, fostering non-Western
alliances, and promoting a narrative of strategic
independence and self-reliance.

Meanwhile, the 551st Federation
Council meeting on 25 September 2023, was a
part of the autumn session that focused on leg-
islative reviews and policy discussions relevant
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to federal and regional interests. It featured
a presentation by Maksim Reshetnikov, the
Minister of Economic Development of the
Russian Federation, which outlined the fore-
cast for the socio-economic development
of Russia for 2024 and the planned period of
2025 and 2026.

Officially aimed at developing socio-eco-
nomic and humanitarian cooperation between
the countries of the Caspian region, the
Caspian Media Forum 2023, which took place
from 18—19 September in Astrakhan, aimed at
aligning regional perspectives with Russia’s
strategic goals through public diplomacy and
shared economic opportunities.
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communication

Of the three events analysed through
official Russian governmental and regulatory
websites, the Eastern Economic Forum received
the highest level of attention, accounting for
72% of mentions (Figure 60). It was featured by
four out of six tracked sources, with mid.ru,

kremlin.ru, and council.gov.ru each contributing
roughly a third of its overall mentions. In con-
trast, the 551st Council Meeting and the Caspian
Media Forum were each highlighted by one
source—the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Federation Council, respectively.

B council.gov.ru [l duma.gov.ru [l kremlinoru [l mid.ru

551st Council Meeting

Caspian Media Forum 2023

Eastern Economic Forum 2023

of 2 4

Articles

FIGURE 60. Mentions of selected events in the official communication

Articles published on council.gov.ru
primarily detailed sessions involving individual
senators, portraying optimism about Russia’s
problem-solving capabilities and future pros-
pects. International experience was empha-
sised when discussing the financial incentives
for promoting ‘green technologies’ in industry,
claiming that ‘a/most all jurisdictions provide
for special measures within the framework of
resolving the issues of the “green agenda”®®.
Regarding Special Administrative Regions
(SARs), a Russian senator celebrated the P5 tril-
lion asset growth in Russky Island’s SAR, fram-
ing SARs as vital for attracting investment amid
new geopolitical realities, saying: ‘The topic of

discussion is becoming increasingly relevant.
Special administrative regions are now not only
a tool for moving from foreign jurisdictions, but
also an important source of attracting invest-
ment in new geopolitical conditions.®®

On the official website of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Zakharova’s
announcement of the forthcoming Eastern
Economic Forum highlighted two key aspects
of the event: its role as a collaborative plat-
form for education and technology within the
APEC framework and as a stage for promoting
a counter-narrative to Western dominance.
The mention of the panel ‘Global Alternative
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to Western Dominance: Contours of the
Future’ underscored the Kremlin’s focus on
positioning Russia as a leader in a multipolar
world order, whereas by promising to involve
high-level participants and ‘an engaging dis-
cussion’, Zakharova signalled the importance
of the forum as a strategic tool in Russia’s soft
power agenda®’.

The Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Sergey Lavrov used the forum as a stage to
reinforce Russia’s pivot to the East, highlighting
its growing ties with Asia and the Global South
in the face of Western sanctions. By framing the
sanctions imposed on Russia since the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine as failed attempts
to ‘punish’ Russia, he emphasised a narrative
of resilience and independence, suggesting
that Russia is successfully replacing Western
economic partnerships with stronger relation-
ships in the East:

‘..the West decided to ‘take a stand’ and
‘punish’ Russia with sanctions because we
would not tolerate, and could not tolerate, its
designs to use Ukraine to undermine our se-
curity and eradicate everything Russian in the
Ukrainian territories created and developed by
Russian tsars, engineers, and military lead-
ers. When the West imposed sanctions for the
failure of its plans, the scale of our economic
and foreign trade relations with the East
began to surpass those with the West, which
EU and NATO nations voluntarily forfeited. This
trend is historic, objective, and will continue
to strengthen.®

Russian President Vladimir Putin used
his speech at the Eastern Economic Forum to
project a mood of financial calm, just weeks
after the rouble’s exchange rate exceeded 100
to the dollar.?® ‘That is to say that we remain in
control of the situation, and | will not go into
too much detail because this is quite a delicate
topic. But overall, we have all it takes to mitigate
these risks, Putin reassured the audience.”
His statements were meant for both domestic
and international messaging, as he criticised

56

Ukraine and its Western allies by portraying
Ukraine as entirely dependent on external sup-
port for defence and economic survival, paint-
ing a bleak picture of its future. This aligned
with his narrative that Western nations, rather
than pursuing peace, exploited Ukraine for
geopolitical purposes while neglecting its
long-term welfare:

‘In the defence sphere, they need someone
to provide cover for them; otherwise, they
will fail. In the economic sphere, they need
someone to send them funds, or else they will
not be able to lift their economy. By the way,
no one wants peace in Ukraine because, if the
war comes to an end, they will have to answer
to their people for the economic and sacial
aspects, and there is not much to show.’

Putin’s reference to making Russia
‘even stronger in cooperation with our part-
ners and friends and in integration with the
overwhelming majority of countries that rep-
resent most of the world’s population’ aligned
conceptually with the rhetoric surrounding the
‘golden billion’ used by officials representing
the MFA, including Sergey Lavrov. The ‘golden
billion’ narrative typically critiques Western
nations as representing a small, privileged
global minority exploiting resources at the
expense of the rest of the world. Putin’s words
underscored Russia’s effort to position itself as
a leader of the ‘global majority, rallying support
from non-Western nations against the alleged
hegemony of the ‘collective West.

Meanwhile, the 551st Federation Council
meeting was mentioned primarily in connection
with two topics. First, the chamber’s discussions
on integrating Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk,
and Donetsk into Russia’s socio-legal frame-
work” and declaring 30 September as their
‘Reunion Day’ with Russia.”? Second, Economic
Development Minister Maxim Reshetnikov’s re-
marks were quoted, forecasting sustained high
inflation levels in Russia throughout 2024.73

The top three Telegram channels that
(re)posted content about the Council meeting



included two Kremlin-aligned information agen-
cies (RIA Novosti and Ura.ru), as well as the
channels of the Russian government. While the
Caspian Media Forum was mentioned in sever-
al cases in the Official Communication (through
speeches of Sergey Lavrov and his deputy at
the event, published by the official website of
the MFA), it was absent from the Telegram data-
set. The Eastern Economic Forum, meanwhile,
attracted more attention, yet it was also com-
parably low and, primarily, generated by either
announcements of Putin’s participation in the
forum, or news on attendance and his quotes.
The top three channels that posted about the
forum included Solovyov (COJIOBbLEB) and
two major amplifiers discussed in Chapter 1—
Karaulny Z (KapaynbHbiii Z) and Igors Kuzmuks
(Mropb Ky3bMmyk). The post that garnered the
highest number of views (around three million)
and was reposted the most times was the one
by State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin,
known for his praises of Putin and rivalling
Dmitry Medvedev in his vitriolic attacks on
Ukrainian authorities and its supporters in
the West. In 2023, the Telegram channel of
Volodin ranked second after Medvedev’s in
terms of views per post on average in Russia,
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at around 2.2 million.” In the post concerning
the forum, Volodin alleged that Washington
and Brussels were targeting Russia, as they
were driven by ‘powerless anger’ over the loss
of global leadership. Their measures, including
confiscating personal items like ‘cars, phones,
and even shampoo’ from Russian citizens in the
EU, backfired:

‘These criminal measures against Russia
proved ineffective. As President Vladimir
Putin stated at the Eastern Economic Forum,
Russia has already earned double the amount
frozen by the West in its gold and foreign cur-
rency reserves. (..) Washington and Brussels
planned to weaken and eventually divide our
country, as American and Eurapean politicians
have publicly stated multiple times. It didn’t
work. The trade war launched against Russia
has been lost by them.™

The post was also published on the
official State Duma’s website,”® with a reference
to Telegram (Figure 61). This approach might
serve to reduce the perception of direct official
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Publishing an article on the
State Duma's website with a
reference to a Telegram
post, as seen with
Vyacheslav Volodin’s
statement, appears to be a
deliberate communication
strategy. This approach
helps maximize the
statement's reach while
minimising direct official
accountability. Additionally,
using a less formal platform
like Telegram allows the
Duma to share politically
sensitive or experimental
messages in a format that
may resonate more

effectively with its audience.

FIGURE 61. Blending official and informal channels to frame Western economic measures as ineffective

and ‘criminal’
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accountability while maintaining the reach
and significance of the statement. In addition,
by linking to a less formal platform, it allowed
the Duma to share politically charged or ex-
perimental messaging in a format that could
resonate differently with its audience.

On the monitored TV programmes, the
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok
was extensively covered in two episodes of
Voskresnoye Vremya and one episode of Vesti
Nedeli (Figure 62). On Voskresnoye Vremya,
the forum’s coverage was tailored to a broad
audience and presented in a lighter format. For
instance, the episode on 10 September framed
the EEF alongside the G20 summit, emphasis-
ing the global attention both events received.
The coverage also included reports on conser-
vation efforts, such as the protection of Amur
tigers, and noted how Western suppliers had
ceased providing tracking collars, leading to a
brief period when Russian-made alternatives—
at a fraction of the cost—were used to continue
tracking the tigers’”.

The episode on 17 September focused
on Putin’'s speech and Q&A at the plenary
session of the Eastern Economic Forum. The
coverage emphasised that, while Western
countries imposed sanctions on Russia, many
from the US, UK, Japan, Germany, and France
attended the event, suggesting a contradiction
in their stance.”® Additionally, it was highlighted
that sanctions were allegedly driving the devel-
opment of new enterprises in the Russian Far
East, with the Amur oil refinery—supervised
personally by Putin—as one of the main ex-
amples. Even though Western companies left
the facility, the refinery was completed without
them, successfully processing 42 billion cubic
metres a year.

Vesti Nedeli, meanwhile, focused on the
‘political results of the forum, with Ukraine as
one of the key issues. Putin was quoted com-
menting on ‘Kyiv’s desperate attempts to prove
to Europe and America that it is not wasting
their billions’
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‘There are no results, of course. Let’s refrain
from calling it a failure or not a failure. There
are no results. There have been significant
losses. (...) And they want to achieve results
at any cost, as they say. Sometimes it seems
as if these are not even their own people that
they are throwing into this counteroffensive; it
is as if they are not their own people.”

Putin was also quoted as saying that
‘political persecution of Trump’ showcased the
‘rottenness of the American political system,
and hence the US had no right teaching others
about democracy. Sino-Russian economic
relations were juxtaposed with ‘American impe-
rialism’ as those shaping the future of economic
developments—a pivotal moment in global
geopolitics.

This chapter analysed two different
information campaigns orchestrated by the
Kremlin in the economic dimension—one
on Telegram and another through official
communication websites. The collected
data, as well as qualitative analyses, suggest
very little overlap between Telegram, the
Official Communication and the weekend TV
programmes, as there is no cross-platform
correlation in coverage in any of the cases. The
case of financial support to Ukraine in January-
February 2023, closely followed the charac-
teristics of the information flows regarding
the supplies of main battle tanks, discussed in
Chapter 2. The case of ‘Economy planning and
development’ presented similar characteris-
tics to the coverage of the 2022 International
Army Games, when both Telegram and TV
programmes didn’t seem to follow the infor-
mation campaign orchestrated by the Kremlin
through official communications.
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Chapter 4: Foreign Policy
Dimension—Case Studies

Analysis

The top 10 labelled clusters within the
foreign policy dimension datasets contained
both thematic topics (conceptual/narrative,
event-specific) and those of a media-referen-
tial nature (source-focused, e.g. ‘References
to Western media’). For the purposes of this
study, we focus on the former, hence the
top three labelled clusters on Telegram and
in the Official Communication line up in the
following way:

B Telegram:
® Western Military Support
® ‘Denazification’
® Western Sanctions against Russian
Industry Sectors

B the Official Communication:
® Explaining the Russian ‘Special
Military Operation’ in the International
Arena
® Russia’s Efforts to Sustain
International Cooperation
® Development of (Bilateral) Relations

A case study for each of the datasets was
chosen for qualitative analyses of irregularities
in the volume of communication.

On Telegram, the cluster titled ‘Western
military support’ was the most distinctive when
it came to forming irregular peaks of data flow.
However, as the topic was already examined
whilst discussing the military and economic di-
mensions, the thematic cluster ‘Denazification’
was chosen for the analysis in this chapter
(Figure 63).

= 'Denazification' === Western Military Support == Western Sanctions Against Russian Industry Sectors
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FIGURE 63. Major narrative-based clusters, the Foreign Policy dimension on Telegram
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FIGURE 64. Major narrative-based clusters, the Foreign Policy dimension in the official communication

With regards to the Official
Communication dataset, we investigate a major
spike in ‘Explaining the Russian ‘special mili-
tary operation’ on the international arena’
cluster in February 2023 (Figure 64).

Similar to the previous chapters, a
comparative analysis across all three com-
munication platforms (the Telegram channels,
the official communication and the TV pro-
grammes) is conducted to investigate how
real-life developments in each case study
were covered.
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Case Study 1. ‘Denazification’

Throughout the period of analysis, the
‘Denazification’ theme peaked twice signifi-
cantly above the average data volume on
Telegram—in May 2022 and the same month of
2023 (Figure 65). However, the keywords that
denote the cluster and go along with the word
‘denazification’ itself aligned differently over
time. In 2022, words such as ‘novorossiya’ (a
term that translates as ‘New Russia’ and has
been applied by the Kremlin to a part of
Ukraine’s territory), ‘minoborony’ (MoD, de-
fence ministry) and ‘dapobede’ (‘yes to victory’)
frequently appeared together with ‘denazifica-
tion’. In 2023, however, these were replaced by

more general words such as ‘victory,” ‘parade,
‘to win’ dominating the peak of 2023. By that
point—one year into Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine—only 12 percent of Russians polled
believed their country’s attack aimed at ‘dena-
zification’ (framed broadly as ‘ridding Ukraine
of nationalists, eradicating fascism, freeing it
from Banderites, ‘denazification, and ‘restoring
order®®). For the analysis below we focused
more on the former peak, within the specific
timeframe of 17 April to 25 May 2022, however,
looking into the comparable period of 2023,
as well.

S E R E N NN NN
N ® O ®S N 8o o

‘Volume by paragraphs, rolling average
3

onN & O @

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 65. 'Denazification' cluster over time, the Foreign Policy dimension on Telegram

The frequency of ‘denazification’, as
found by BERTopic in the dimension of foreign
policy on Telegram, was considerably lower
within the peak in 2023, which is also reflected

in the use of the word alone throughout the
whole period of our analysis on both Telegram
and the websites of Russian official govern-
ment/regulatory institutions (Figure 66).

= Telegram = Official Communication

Telegram

108

Official Communication

FIGURE 66. Mentions of 'denazification' by articles/posts
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The usage of the term peaked as, in
his televised speech on 24 February 2022,
Putin claimed the goal of invading Ukraine
was ‘to protect the people that are subjected
to abuse, genocide from the Kyiv regime’ and
to ‘demilitarise and denazify Ukraine’®" With
time, however, the use of ‘denazification’ both
on the social media platform and in the official
communication subsided. On Telegram, it was

kept alive by consistent and repetitive efforts
to use the word, such as by (re)posting the daily
briefings of the Russian Ministry of Defence on
(alleged) Ukrainian casualties and equipment
losses with a note saying, ‘Denazification is in-
evitable’—most notably on the Kremlevskaya
Prachka channel (Figure 67)%.
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FIGURE 67. Amplification of the ‘denazification’ narrative on Telegram, exemplified by Kremlyovskaya

Prachka

In late October 2022, Kremlevskaya
Prachka ceased posting the briefings with the
tagline of ‘denazification’, yet remained one
of the main channels that still used the term
throughout 2023. Even though rarer, the use of
the term seemed to escalate to harsher tonality,
from calling for ‘denazification’ as a voluntary
choice to live in a ‘bright world of goodness,
traditional values, and development opportu-
nities, hand in hand with the fraternal peoples
of Russia,® to the recipe of regulating ‘the
Ukrainian crisis’ by the West accepting the
‘security demands’ of Russia and ‘completing
the denazification and demilitarisation of
the remains of Ukraine’ (often referred to as
‘country 404°).3

Bothin 2022 and 2023, the association of
‘denazification’ with casualties of the Ukrainian
army and their equipment losses as described
above also translated into ‘denazification’
used as a synonym for killing and destroying
everyone and everything that is Ukrainian
(Figure 68). Hence Telegram channels spoke

of how Russian rockets ‘denazify’ the Ukrainian
Armed Forces,®® military objects® and infra-
structure®, also calling for ‘denazification’
of foreign fighters in Ukraine® or equating
‘denazification’ to ‘de-ukropisation,®® which
basically means ‘deukrainisation, as ‘ukrop’ is
a derogatory term used by Russians to describe
Ukrainians (although it literally means ‘dill’ in
Russian language).

Within the peak identified by BERTopic,
the Telegram channel Otryad Kovpaka (which
translates to ‘Detachment of Kovpak’, where
Kovpak refers to Sydir (Sidor) Kovpak, a leader
of Soviet partisans in Ukraine during the
Second World War) led in terms of the number
of posts.

In the context of our research, itis evident
that the Otryad Kovpaka has been consistently
promoting and amplifying the idea of Ukraine’s
‘demilitarisation’ and ‘denazification’, or the so
called ‘special military operation’ in general,
through repetitive use of the terms as hashtags,
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FIGURE 68. Use of ‘denazification’ as a euphemism for violence against Ukrainians

in line with the same pattern used on the
Telegram channel Viadimir Rogov, a Moscow-
installed official in the partly-occupied
Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine, whose posts
were amplified by Otryad Kovpaka (Figure 69).
Interestingly enough, within the collected da-
taset, all top five users of the term ‘denazifica-
tion’ target Ukrainian (not Russian domestic)
audiences (Bnagnmup Poros, OTtpsaa Kosnaka,
YkpaunHa. Cneuonepauma. MoHutopuHr CBO,
3ATIOPOXCKAA HAPOOHASA PECITYBJ/TINKA,
«JlncmyaHck - konblb6enb [JoH6accay).

Thus, on Telegram the term ‘denazifica-
tion’ was intended to mean ‘deukrainisation’ or
destroying the state of Ukraine and their peo-
ple, as well. Through the use of hashtags, the
channels framed the term as a central and le-
gitimate concept in ongoing Kremlin discourse.
Through repetition, the term was normalised
and its association with the narrative the chan-
nel promoted was reinforced. The prominently
displayed hashtag was intended to shape
how audiences interpreted the context of the
reported content (such as destroying the city
of Mariupol by bombs, rockets, shells, and
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gunfire, killing tens of thousands of people),
thus framing ‘denazification’ as a justification
for the Kremlin’s actions and policies.

In the meantime, after processing the
data from the six websites of Russian official
government/regulatory institutions, BERTopic
did not return a cluster that would either
correspond thematically to the labelled topic
of ‘denazification’. Therefore, we proactively
searched for ‘denazification’ in the data of
official government/regulatory websites. We
found 41 articles mentioning the word ‘dena-
zification’ in five official sources (no mentions
on the Council’'s webpage), around two-thirds
of which were published on the website of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (for further
details, see Figure 70, whereas for a complete
list of articles, refer to Appendix 9).

Whilst on Telegram, the diminishing use
of ‘denazification’ was brought back to life by
the Victory Day (9 May) celebrations through-
out Russia and the occupied territories, it did
not form a similar semantic alliance to resus-
citate the term on the official communication
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Another post (2) by Rogov promoting the narrative of
‘denazification” is a part of the Putin regime's

T

disinformation campaign in response to the discovery of
killings of civilians in Bucha, aimed at deflecting
responsibility for the slaughter from its forces.

20

Showing smiling Volodymyr Zelenski and Petro Poroshenko, it alleges they're in Bucha (thus implying the
mass killings of civilians were staged), which ‘showed the highest level of hypocrisy from the members of
the sect of political Ukrainians, moulded after the British example.

Both of the posts alse claim: ‘#Demilitarisation and #Denazification must be carried out to completion in
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FIGURE 69. Integration of the ‘denazification’ narrative into Kremlin-aligned information operations on

Telegram

channels. Overall, from 17 April to 25 May
2022, there was only one article mentioning
‘denazification’ on the website of the Russian
President, where the term was mentioned by
Russian Education Minister Sergey Kravtsov at
a meeting of the Supervisory Board of the ANO
Russia —Land of Opportunity, headed by Putin.
According to Kravtsov, Russian authorities

have been carrying out educational activities
at schools aimed at countering the ‘disinforma-
tion’ and ‘falsehoods’ about Russia since the
start of the ‘special operation,” and explaining
‘what is really happening, what you, Vladimir
Vladimirovich <Putin>, said about the purpose
of the special operation: to help our people, to
denazify and demilitarise Donbas.®°
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FIGURE 70. Distribution and daily dynamics of ‘denazification’ mentions across official sources
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FIGURE 71. Mentions of 'denazification' in the comparable periods of 2022 and 2023, the official

communication

The fact that it was the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs using the word the most often
attests to the failure of ‘denazification’ as a
slogan for domestic audiences. In his interview
to the Argumenty i Fakty, Russia’s largest
and most popular weekly publication, on 25
May 2022, Nikolay Patrushev, the head of the
Security Council, was still explaining what ‘de-
nazification’ meant. He compared Ukraine to
Nazi Germany, claiming Russia’s goals mirrored
historical efforts to punish Nazi crimes and
eradicate discriminatory laws and doctrines.
Patrushev accused England and the US of sup-
porting Nazism in contrast to their World War |l
stance and ‘acting aggressively towards most
countries in the world.”® He was even less spe-
cific in his interview to the Rossiyskaya Gazeta,
a newspaper published by the Government
of Russia, a month before, in late April 2022,
suggesting that ‘denazification’ meant de-
feating ‘the neo-Nazi bridgehead created by
Western efforts near our borders. The need for
demilitarisation is due to the fact that an armed
Ukraine poses a threat to Russia, including in
terms of the development and use of nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons.®?

The mentions of ‘denazification’ on the
Duma’s and the Ministry of Defence’s webpag-
es were not meant to explain and were rather
tags attached to the term ‘special military oper-
ation’ by default. On the contrary, the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was trying hard
to assert that the ‘denazification’ objectives
of the so-called ‘special military operation’
were justified and still relevant. When Minister
Lavrov was asked how Russia can claim that it
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is fighting to ‘denazify’ the country whose pres-
ident is Jewish, he claimed that ‘Hitler also had
Jewish blood. [That Zelensky is Jewish] means
absolutely nothing. Wise Jewish people say
that the most ardent anti-Semites are usually
Jews .

A year later in the official communication
(during the comparable period of 17 April to 25
May, 2023), mentions of ‘denazification’ were
virtually reduced to persistent claims by
Russia’s MFA at OSCE meetings on how Russia
was allegedly forced to defend itself against
the aggressive West and ‘Kyiv’s bloody repres-
sions against the population of Donbass’ by
launching the so-called ‘special military opera-
tion’ aimed at ‘denazifying’ Ukraine®® (Figure 71).
The communication involving the term ‘denazi-
fication’ was the most intensive around the
anniversary of seizing Mariupol and Russia’s
capture of Bakhmut, capitalising on the two
military successes and justifying the (almost
complete) devastation of the two cities.

The only article that did not come from
Russia’s Foreign Ministry and yet used the word
‘denazification’ was an article by the deputy
chairman of Russia’s upper house of parliament,
Konstantin Kosachyov, commenting on the
drone attack on the Kremlin in Moscow on 3
May 2023. Claiming that the West was waging
a proxy war using Ukraine against Russia, he
suggested the ‘special military operation’ was
as ‘beneficial for everyone’ as demilitarisation
and denazification of Germany after World
War I1.%°



During the analysed period in 2022, the
usage of the term on TV programmes was
mixed (Figure 72). It was not used even once on
Voskresnoye Vremya. While it is as controlled
by the Putin regime as Vesti Nedeli, due to their
different target audience, it seems to have
been allowed a degree of deviation from offi-
cial narratives. Voskresnoye Vremya targets a
more general audience, including families and
those interested in a mix of news and lighter
content, with a less aggressive approach
aimed at sustaining credibility among viewers
who prefer a less overtly propagandistic pres-
entation. The two shows hold on to different
stylistic approaches to influence diverse seg-
ments of the Russian population, where Vesti
Nedeli appeals to a politically engaged audi-
ence through a highly confrontational tone,
and therefore, appeared more eager to use
the term ‘denazification’.

It should be noted that whilst on 17 April,
the term was absent from Vesti Nedeli, it was
mentioned a week after, on 24 April, presented

as a matter-of-fact objective of the so-called
‘special military operation,” claiming that:

‘..the goals of Russia’s special military
operation in Ukraine, as we know, are demili-
tarisation and denazification of the country. If
it hadn’t been launched, in a couple of years
the Americans would have already turned the
Ukrainian army into a completely different
force with different weapons and even an
atomic bomb™®

By placing ‘denazification’ alongside
demilitarisation, the statement consolidated
Russia’s dual narrative of both removing
Ukraine’s military capabilities and eradicating
purported ideological threats. The phrase ‘as
is known’ suggested that the rationale for the
operation has been previously established,
reinforcing the idea that Russia’s actions are
part of an ongoing and well-publicised effort
to eliminate nationalist ideologies. Here, in
just two sentences, ‘denazification’ was also

Two mentions of ‘denazification’
link it to defeating Donbas
forces, claiming it would end the
‘terrorisation of Ukraine's
population,” and frame it as a
measure to prevent Ukraine
from becoming a nuclear-armed
threat under US influence.

‘Denazification’ is mentioned five
times, giving the most extensive
explanation of what the term
means in relation to the invasion of
Ukraine. It mostly comes
associated with the fight against
the Azov Battalion.

A single mention of 'denazification’
explicitly draws parallels with World
War lI, equating it to the current
offensive against the Ukrainian
army: 'Artillery round-the-clock
methodically undertakes
denazification. Just as in 1943..'

B . 2022 1
0 0 0 0

A single mention of
‘denazification,’
whereby an Azov
fighter's surrender is
described as leading
to a trial, punishment,
and ‘personal
denazification.’

0 0 o 0 X 0
17 Apr 24 Apr 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 May
= \/esti Nedeli === Voskresnoye Vremya
1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o N
16 Apr 23 Apr

30 Apr 7 May 14 May May 21
2023/'

A reference to 'denazification’ in which Ukrainians
are accused of both destroying Bakhmut and
committing war crimes, thereby being framed as
justified targets of 'denazification.’

FIGURE 72. Mentions of 'denazification' on television programmes in the corresponding periods in 2022

and 2023
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neatly tied to a number of Kremlin-promoted
narratives:

B justification of the invasion as ‘preventa-
tive’ (Russia as forced into action as
Ukraine is being militarised by the United
States to a point where it could develop
nuclear weapons and pose a direct
existential danger to Russia);

B anti-American messaging (the statement
shifts responsibility for the war onto the
US, accusing it of using Ukraine as a
proxy to threaten Russia);

B delegitimising Ukraine (it’s portrayed as
a puppet state dominated by fascist or
neo-Nazi elements).

On Vesti Nedeli, the topic received
the widest attention on the 1 May episode
(for further details, please see Figure 73).
‘Denazification’ was presented as the moral
and operational core of the ‘special military
operation,” framing Russia’s intervention as a
historical and ethical imperative, positioning
it as a continuation of the Soviet struggle
against Nazism in World War II. Each mention
of ‘denazification’ was explicitly tied to the
portrayal of Ukrainian forces, particularly the
Azov Battalion, as the carriers of Nazi ideol-
ogy, thereby justifying the broader Russian
military strategy. The episode also discussed
the ideological shift in Ukraine, portraying it as
a country deeply influenced by nationalist and
neo-Nazi ideology. To rationalise what had
evolved into a full-scale invasion of Ukraine
rather than the swift and decisive ‘special
military operation’ originally promised, Vesti
Nedeli employed the term ‘denazification’ to
obscure the reality of indiscriminate artillery
bombardments, which struck both civilian
infrastructure and military targets. On 15 May,
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the programme paired this term with extensive
narratives of alleged Ukrainian atrocities, claim-
ing that Russian artillery was ‘methodically and
round-the-clock engaged in denazification.”’
As the defenders of Azovstal surrendered,
the show adapted the rhetoric, describing a
‘personal process of denazification’ for those
who laid down their arms. Host Dmitry Kiselyov
referred to the surrender as ‘humiliating,®®
framing it as not only a military victory but also
an ideological triumph for Russia, reinforcing
the Kremlin’s narrative of moral and strategic
superiority.

In 2023, only one episode of the TV
programmes that aired between mid-April and
late May—a period corresponding to the peak
of communications flow in the previous year—
mentioned ‘denazification’. The term followed
a similar narrative pattern to 2022, particularly
in relation to Mariupol, where the destruction
of the entire city was framed as a necessary
measure to eradicate so-called Ukrainian
Nazis, with a specific focus on the Azov battal-
ion. In an episode of Voskresnoye Vremya on
21 May 2023, the final capture and devastation
of Bakhmut (referred to interchangeably as
Artemovsk) served as the pretext for invok-
ing ‘denazification’, reinforcing the Kremlin’s
justification for the war by equating military
conquest with ideological cleansing.

The segment on Bakhmut portrayed
Ukrainian troops as indiscriminately shelling
the city, intentionally targeting civilians, and
committing war crimes, thus framing the
Ukrainian military as ruthless aggressors
rather than defenders. The show implied that
Ukrainian forces were acting like Nazis by
executing civilians, making ‘denazification’ a
necessity.



‘This is what denazification looks like from a practical
perspective.

‘The war against Nazism is not an abstract thing. It’s not a
slogan. It is what the Russian army is successfully doing today.’

By describing ‘denazification’ as a practical, hands-on effort, the programme
seeks to convey that Russia’s military actions are not merely abstract political
moves but are designed to have tangible effects on the ground. This line
communicates that ‘denazification’ is actively taking place through Russian
operations, and the concept is being realised through real actions rather than
empty rhetoric.

o ‘Denazification is when the remnants of the Azov Battalion

hide, shielding themselves with hostages in the basements of
the Azovstal plant’

By linking ‘denazification’ with forcing Azov fighters into retreat and hiding,
the show seeks to illustrate that Russia’s actions are effectively weakening
‘neo-Nazi forces’. The Azovstal plant is presented not just as a location but
as a symbol of Ukrainian nationalist resistance, allegedly using civilians as
human shields, which is further presented as a hallmark of Nazi cruelty. It’s an
attempt to invoke moral outrage among viewers, framing ‘denazification’ as
the process of bringing such ‘inhumane’ forces to justice.

alive in cold factory basements, while the bodies of other Nazis
rot at destroyed positions.’

e ‘Denazification is when neo-Nazis from the Azov Battalion rot

‘Denazification’ is framed as the literal decay of ‘Nazi elements’ within
Ukraine, symbolising both their physical defeat and moral degradation.

The use of words like ‘rot’ evokes visceral imagery meant to underscore

the elimination of Nazism as a purging of both ideology and individuals.
‘Denazification’ is connected with a form of moral retribution and eradication
of evil: Russian forces are not merely engaging in combat but are fulfilling a
quasi-sacred mission.

to neo-Nazi units but also to a large portion of the Ukrainian
army.’

0 ‘Today, however, the concept of denazification applies not only

Itis implied that the ideology Russia seeks to dismantle is not confined to
specific battalions like Azov but pervades much of the Ukrainian military.
Thus, a wider-reaching campaign across Ukraine is justified, suggesting that
‘denazification’ must be extensive and relentless. This rhetoric rationalises
the continuation and expansion of Russian operations under the banner

of ‘denazification,’ portraying it as a battle against a deeply-rooted and
pervasive enemy.

FIGURE 73. Most extensive articulation of the ‘denazification’ narrative across the tracked television
programmes
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Case Study 2: Explaining the Russian ‘Special
Military Operation’ in the International Arena

As the first anniversary of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine was nearing, discussions
about new rounds of sanctions on Russia and
enhanced coordination against its aggression
were taking place in January and February
2023, with the EU/G7 petroleum products ban
taking effect on 5 February 2023. A number of
Western countries ramped up their military sup-
port to Ukraine, whereas Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelensky expanded diplomatic
efforts by travelling to the UK and EU on his
second foreign trip since the launch of the war,
seeking additional military support such as
long-range weapons and fighter jets, as well
as delivering a speech at the World Economic
Forum in Davos.

The results returned by BERTopic’s
semantic analysis of the official government/
regulatory communications within the frames
of the dimension of foreign policy indicate an
attempt to respond to these developments.
Thus, the leading narrative-based cluster,

which was labelled as Explaining the Russian
‘special military operation’ in the international
arena, peaked in February 2023. After exam-
ining the content units that formed the spike,
we identified (accounts of) interviews given
by Russian ambassadors as the main contrib-
uting factor to the growth of communications
volume.

Articles containing interviews of Russian
ambassadors or reports about them peaked
twice during the whole period of the analysis
(from October 2021 to December 2023): from
February to April 2022 (immediately after the
launch of the so-called ‘special military opera-
tion’), and in February 2023 (in response to the
actions of the Western countries described
above). However, there is an important differ-
ence between the two peaks: the first one
mostly contained interviews by Russian ambas-
sadors to foreign media whereas the second
one—to the Russian media (Figure 74).

Russian
media
31.25%

Interviews

~ Foreign
media
68.75%

Foreign
media
24.24%

/

Interviews

Russian
media
75.76%

FIGURE 74. Interviews of Russian ambassadors in the official communication
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With Russia still being challenged by
after-invasion isolation in the international
arena, publicising ambassadorial activities
domestically may have served to project an
image of an active and functional diplomatic
network. Messaging from ambassadors may
have been intended to highlight perceived
successes in diplomacy or cooperation with
non-Western allies to reassure domestic audi-
ences of Russia’s global influence, as ambas-
sadors’ statements may serve to create an
impression of broad diplomatic activity and
international support for Russia’s policies. By
featuring diplomats, the Kremlin showcased
its engagement with global affairs and its
framing of events, whilst interviews on promi-
nent state-controlled platforms ensured

consistency in messaging across both diplo-
matic and domestic channels. In the Official
Communication, interviews of the Russian am-
bassador to Turkey, Alexei Yerkhov, were
mentioned the most, followed by the heads of
diplomatic missions to Angola, Bahrain,
Mozambique, Tajikistan and UK (Figure 75).

Yerkhov’s interviews to Russia’s largest
news agencies were in time for the Diplomatic
Workers’ Day, marked on 10 February in Russia,
and after a massive earthquake in southern
Turkey on 6 February 2023. In his interview,
the Russian ambassador hailed Turkey for not
joining Western sanctions imposed on Russia,
claiming it was ‘a courageous move and a bold
decision that fully meets the national interests

The Official
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FIGURE 75. Interviews with Russian ambassadors reported in the official communication and mentioned

on Telegram

71



‘The Czechs supply Ukraine with arms and ammunition, but cry that

there are 30 times fewer Russians at their resorts in Karlovy Vary.
European neighbours go to the Czechs, but for a day, and they're
cheapskates and can’t go on a splurge.

Turks supply Ukraine with equipment, weapons and ammunition.
And we are too shy to pressure them on matters concerning resorts.
Oh, for crying out loud! Moscow, my dear, ban tourism to these two
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FIGURE 76. Amplification of Russian ambassador’s statements from official outlets to Telegram

of the country’ and which leads to pressure anti-Russian sanctions).®® When asked about
on Turkey from the West (the headline of the Turkey’s arms supplies to Ukraine, Yerkhov
original article on RIA Novosti also emphasised replied: ‘Deliveries continue. Their range tends
the sanctions, as the headline read ‘Aleksey to expand. Draw your own conclusions.’
Yerkhov: Turkey is threatened for not joining
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Russian Ambassador to the US: Russian Ambassdor to Iran:
« Washington makes no secret of the purpose of its war
on Ukrainian territory—to inflict a strategic defeat on

Russia;

« Iran Khodro and Saipa of Iran plan to
deliver tens of thousands of cars to

Russia in the near future;
 The USA is not set for a diplomatic settlement of the

Ukrainian conflict, it is about ‘maintaining a controlled
heat’;

 Russia and Iran are looking into the
possibility of using digital currencies

for export-import transactions
« The US authorities contradict themselves in

statements regarding US biolaboratories in Ukraine

24 The US had and has things to hide. Russian ambassador to the US:

« Western countries' plans to

Russian Ambassador to Turkey:
« Turkey, despite the

catastrophe in the country and
Russian assistance in
overcoming it, continues to
supply arms to Ukraine.

Posts

Russian Ambassador to the US

« The transfer of increasingly
powerful weapons,
particularly GLSDB bombs, to
Ukraine represents a
deliberate escalation of the
conflict by the US.

defeat Russia have failed, as
it restructured the economy,
strengthened the military
power and increased
cooperation with most

countries

Russian ambassador to the US:

« US statement about alleged
Russian crimes against
humanity is Washington's way of
trying to justify incessant
supplies of military equipment
and ammunition to Ukraine, at
the same time ignoring the
atrocities of the Zelensky
regime.

Russian Ambassador to the UK:
« Russia does not intend to use
nuclear weapons during the

current conflict in Ukraine.

Russian Ambassador to the UK:

« Britain plans to confiscate
frozen Russian assets;

« Ukrainians with refugee status

Russian Ambassador to the US:

« Washington has unleashed a
large-scale hybrid war against
Russia, dragged its allies into
it and openly aims to inflict a
strategic defeat on our
country.

are being recruited in the UK
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FIGURE 77. References to Russian ambassadors on Telegram

The phrase was widely amplified on
Telegram, adding words that seem to have
not been uttered by Yerkhov himself: ‘Ankara
continues to supply arms to Ukraine despite the
catastrophe in the country and Russian assis-
tance in overcoming it."° Russian milblogger
Alexander Sladkov went a step further and,
after comparing the Turks to the Czechs, ‘who
are now crying over a diminishing number of
rich Russian tourists to their country,’ urged
Moscow to make a bolder move and ‘ban tour-
ism to these two countries’ (Figure 76).

Although the ambassador to
Mozambique ranked second in terms of
mentions in official communications, these ref-
erences were not direct interviews but rather
reports of his interactions with Mozambican
media, coinciding with the first anniversary
of the ‘special military operation.’ Similarly,
mentions of the ambassador to Angola were
primarily informational. Meanwhile, coverage
of the ambassador to Tajikistan emphasised
discussions on the ‘prospects of trade, eco-
nomic, and investment cooperation between
Moscow and Dushanbe, framed against the
backdrop of ‘Russophobia in the West and the
imposition of anti-Russian sanctions."

Overall, we found that around one fifth of
the interviews by Russian ambassadors within
the Official Communication in the timeframe

of the case study were covered on Telegram.
Thus, in addition to amplifying a line from the
interview with Yerkhov, Telegram channels
reacted to an interview by the Russian ambas-
sador to Germany, Sergey Nechayev, although
the number of posts in reaction to his interview
to Izvestiya on 8 February 2023, was lower than
the one concerning the interview by Yerkhov
(Figure 77). The interview included the notion
of Germany’s decision to provide Leopard
tanks to Ukraine, and the country ‘crossing all
of its red lines, even though saying it will not
be giving fighter jets. The Telegram posts put
emphasis on Germany ‘working out options for
withdrawing Russia’s frozen funds in favour of
Ukraine®? and the ‘era of cheap Russian ener-
gy in the Federal Republic of Germany coming
to an end.™ The economic relationship be-
tween Iran and Russia, such as mass delivery of
vehicles produced by Iran Khodro to Russia™®*
and the possibility of using digital currencies
for export-import transactions among the
two countries,'® were highlighted in posts on
Telegram, which was also the main focus of the
interview of the Russian ambassador to Iran to
Rossiya Segodnya, published on mid.ru."®

Whilst in the official media there was no
mention of the Russian ambassador to the US,
Anatoliy Antonov was quoted the most within
the dataset we compiled from the Telegram
content to see whether the dynamics there
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would match the interviews by Russian
ambassadors in the Official Communication.
Antonov was the most intensively quoted in
the first days of February, making a number of
statements blaming the US for escalating the
‘conflict in Ukraine®” and again accusing it of
maintaining secret biolabs in Ukraine that were
being used to develop biological weapons.'®®

The second most mentioned Russian
ambassador on Telegram was the head of the
diplomatic mission to the UK, Andrei Kelin, with
his statements that Russia has no intention
of using nuclear weapons during its invasion
into Ukraine."”® These words by Kelin seem to
have been challenged by one of the Kremlin’s
chief opinion makers, Vladimir Solovyov, who
rhetorically asked: ‘Is it now the prerogative of
honourable ambassadors to comment on such
matters ?""'° Whilst the website of the Russian
MFA sought to maintain a veneer of profession-
alism—even amid Russia’s isolation—through
carefully curated diplomatic engagement,
the Telegram channels published sensational
claims with little or no concern for diplomatic
formalities, focusing on rapid, emotional, and
informal dissemination of state-approved nar-
ratives, with a focus on the most polarising and
symbolic statements.

On the two TV programmes, there were
three instances of mentioning interviews by
Russian ambassadors, all of them on Vesti
Nedeli, the host of which, Dmitry Kiselyov, is
known for inflammatory rhetoric, including
statements like ‘Russia can turn the US into
radioactive ash, which underscores the show’s
history of nuclear threats themes (Figure 78).

The mentions were in line with those
themes, as, in the first case, the ambassador
to Denmark, Vladimir Barbin, suggested
Denmark’s potential acquisition of long-range
missiles would put Denmark at the forefront of
attacks against Russia, as the Tomahawks were
able to reach Red Square." By February 2023,
the war had devolved into grinding attritional
combat, particularly in areas like Bakhmut.
Russia was struggling to achieve significant
territorial gains, whereas Western countries,
including Denmark, had significantly ramped
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up military aid to Ukraine in this particular
period. Barbin’s quote was used to showcase
the alleged absurdity and extent of the Western
military hysteria at its extreme, by an example
of ‘little Denmark. The episode trivialised
Denmark’s security concerns, sarcastically
suggesting that its pursuit of advanced de-
fence systems is about ‘tickling their nerves’
or alleviating ‘boredom. Barbin was also
among the Russian ambassadors quoted in an
interview to RIA in the official communication
on 5 February 2023, blaming Denmark for de-
teriorating relations with Russia claiming that
Denmark was ‘increasingly involved’ in the
conflict through financing military equipment
and alleged mercenary activity."

In a similar escalatory attempt, a for-
mer Russian ambassador to the US, Sergey
Kislyak, was quoted regarding the suspension
of the New START Treaty by Russia, which
was intended as leverage against the US to
convince Washington to stop supplying military
aid to Ukraine."™ On Vesti Nedeli, Kislyak, then
serving as a Russian senator, argued the treaty
required revision because there was no longer
any ‘mutual intent to strengthen international
and strategic stability’ which was allegedly
evidenced by ‘daily massive shelling of civilians
by American HIMARS missiles.™

On the same episode of the show, the
Russian ambassador to Germany, Sergey
Nechayev, was quoted commenting on a de-
stroyed Russian T-72 tank being displayed in
front of the Russian Embassy in Berlin as a vivid
symbol on the anniversary of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. The display was reframed by Vesti
Nedeli as a symbol of German admiration for
Russia’s World War Il legacy, claiming it evoked
respect and nostalgia, particularly in the former
DDR, ‘where many people have preserved fond
memories of the past and hold great sympathy
for Russia.’ It dismissed the protest’s intent,
labelling it a ‘propaganda failure’ for Ukraine,
and shifted focus to advocating negotiations
instead of military support for Ukraine, as-
serting that half of Germans think that military
aid to Ukraine risks escalating to nuclear
conflict. Quoted along with those participating
at the Peace Protest organised by Die Linke,



Vesti Nedeli

| 5 Feb |

Vesti Nedeli

Voskresnoye Vremya

In February 2023, Voskresnoye Vremya did not
feature any interviews with Russian ambassadors,
while Vesti Nedeli included quotes from three
diplomats across two episodes.

‘Denmark is apparently considering the possibility of
becoming a staging ground for an attack on Russia. That
would be a very, very dangerous misunderstanding. One of
your politicians even said that this weapon could reach Red
Square in Moscow.’

Russian Ambassador to Denmark,
Vladimir Barbin quoted on Vesti Nedeli (12/02/2023)

With the war devolving into grinding attritional combat, the Kremlin prop-
aganda and disinformation apparatus was increasingly framing it as a
confrontation not just with Ukraine, but with NATO and the West as a whole.
Highlighting Denmark’s discussions about missiles tied into the broader nar-
rative of Western aggression and irresponsibility, portraying those countries
as reckless and bent on threatening Russia’s sovereignty.

1S

19 Feb |

Vesti Nedeli

‘The treaty was created quite some time ago, at a time when
there was mutual intent to use this agreement to strengthen
international and strategic stability. That is no longer the
case today.’ In a situation where NATO essentially declares
Russia its enemy, we have to take into account the entire
nuclear strike potential of the alliance.’

Former Russian Ambassador to the US Sergey Kislyak
quoted on Vesti Nedeli (26/02/2023)

As Western countries were increasing military aid to Kyiv, the Kremlin
sought to rally domestic and international support by portraying itself as
under siege from hostile West. The quote comes as a part of a broader
narrative in Kremlin-aligned media aimed at framing NATO and the US as
existential threats to Russia, justifying aggressive posturing, including
nuclear rhetoric.

‘Russian tanks on the streets of Berlin, and in other cities of
Germany, are not uncommon. They symbolise victory over
Nazism and evoke respect and reverence. People bring
flowers and wreaths to them, as was the case on February
23, Defender of the Fatherland Day.’

Russian Ambassador to Germany, Sergey Nechayev,
quoted on Vesti Nedeli (26/02/2023)

The quote taps into the emotional resonance of WWII history, emphasising
Russia’s role in defeating fascism to evoke respect and reverence. This aligns
with Russian propaganda that leverages historical narratives to reframe the
current context, presenting the tank as a symbol of Russian victory rather
than a symbol of ongoing aggression. It also shifts the focus toward dis-
crediting Western military support to Ukraine, framing it as a risk of nuclear
escalation and not aligning with ordinary Germans’ views.

FIGURE 78. Interviews of Russian ambassadors on television
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Germany’s left-wing party, as saying German
tanks should not be shooting ‘at grandchildren
of Russian women and men, millions of whom
were slaughtered by the Wehrmacht,” Nechayev
leveraged historical narratives to reframe
the current context. He claimed that Russian
tanks on German streets ‘are not uncommon,
symbolising victory over Nazism and evoking
‘respect and reverence.’

This chapter analysed two different
information campaigns orchestrated by the
Kremlin in the foreign policy dimension. The
first was the promotion of ‘denazification’
narrative on Telegram, and the second was
the information campaign in the official
communication intended to explain and
justify Russia’s ‘special military operation in
Ukraine’ in the context of growing Western
support. Similar to the cases analysed in
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the previous chapters, the collected data
suggests little correlation between Telegram,
the Official Communication and the weekend
TV programmes. The narratives promoted
on Telegram get little friction on official
communications, and vice versa—when infor-
mation campaigns are conducted on official
channels, they do not earn similar attention
on Telegram. The weekend TV programmes
seem to mix and match the narratives on these
two main platforms, following the general
line dictated by official communications and
generally avoiding the detailed discussions
on Telegram.



Chapter 5: ‘Liberated Areas’
Dimension—Case Studies

Analysis

After reviewing and labelling the results
of thematic clustering returned by BERTopic,
we found that the following narrative-based
clusters prevailed in the report period:

B Telegram:
® Allegations of War Crimes and Crimes
Against Humanity Against Ukrainians
® Russian Air Attacks
® Reports from the Frontlines

B the Official Communication:
® Patriotic Education
® Trainings/Readiness in the Central
Military District
® Trainings/Readiness Across Russian
Military

A case study was selected from each
dataset for qualitative analysis of irregulari-
ties in communication volume. Similar to the
approach in previous chapters, a comparative
analysis across all three communication
channels (Telegram channels, official commu-
nications, and selected television shows) was
conducted to identify correlations in how the
subject was covered across different platforms.

On Telegram, the cluster titled
Allegations of war crimes and crimes against
humanity against Ukrainians was the most
distinctive when it comes to forming irregular
peaks of data flow (Figure 79). We examined
how it unfolded from 11 September to 30
October 2022.

= Accusations of war crimes against Ukrainians == Reports from the frontlines == Russian air attacks
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FIGURE 79. Major narrative-based clusters, the 'Liberated Areas' dimension on Telegram

For the Official Communication dataset,
we investigated a major spike in the ‘Patriotic

education’ cluster in the full month of February
2023 (Figure 80).

= Patriotic education === Trainings/readiness across Russian military === Trainings/readiness in the Central Military District

o 26
- Case Study 2

e 12

Total volume by parag
onso®g

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 80. Major narrative-based clusters, the 'Liberated Areas' dimension in the official communication
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Case Study 1: Accusations of War Crimes Against

Ukrainians

The thematic cluster, labelled as
Accusations of war crimes against Ukrainians,
saw its highest activity during the initial stage of
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in late
February 2022. The number of Telegram posts
on this topic gradually diminished over the fol-
lowing months, but notable surges were

observed in autumn 2022 (Figure 81). We de-
cided to focus on the period from mid-Sep-
tember to late October, as topic modelling re-
vealed shifts in the semantic characteristics of
the cluster during this time.

Volume by paragraphs, rolling average

Oct 2021 Jan 2022 Apr 2022 Jul 2022 Oct 2022

Jan 2023 Apr 2023 Jul 2023 Oct 2023 Jan 2024

FIGURE 81. Accusations of War Crimes against Ukrainians cluster over time

At several points during the study period
(October 2021-December 2023), additional
keywords surfaced alongside the core markers
of the thematic cluster— “xutenv, ‘goMm’,
‘ryMaHuUTapHbIiA, ‘MUPHBIA', YKUNOW’, ‘MECTHBbIR’,
‘noctpagaBwux’, ‘mapuynonv, ‘ropoag, ‘gHpP’
(Figure 82). These supplementary terms shifted
with real-world events; for example, words

linked to Kherson appeared around the time of

Russia’s sham referendums on the annexation
of  Donetsk, Kherson, Luhansk, and
Zaporizhzhia (23-27 September 2022), as well
as an order of evacuation from the city of
Kherson by Russian-installed occupational au-
thorities on 22 October in the face of Ukrainian
counteroffensive or the whole timeframe of the
analysis (October 2021 to December 2023).

T17/09 725/09 19/10 21/10 25/10
XUTE/b, XePCOH, rocTuHuLa, HaAenTb, MOSTHOMOUNE, | nepenpasa, XepCoH, | XNUTe/b, XePCOH,
MWPHBIA, ropog, XKYPaBKO, XePCOH, nepemelyexne, NOrnGHyTb, XuUTeNb, | KOMGaTamu,
napagy HaBOAKa, XWTesnb [IOMOMHUTENbHBIN, BbLIPAcTH oM, thoTo

AP/bIK

OHKoaAucnaHcepy,
FONOCOBATL, XUTE/b, | rocTHUUA, B3bICKaHNe, XWTeMb, XePCOH, | XEPCOH, XuTenb, | npaBoGepexbe,
FONOCOBAHNE, XEPCOH, | nppocTaHOBUTL, dheen, mMapuynonb, [AOM, FPSi3HbIi, 3aBepLUNTb, XEPCOH,
nporonocosatks XepCoH 60nbLLIOB, ropoa | NoBpeanTb MUPHBIA
23/09 28/09 Lzomo 124/10 28/10

FIGURE 82. Temporal shifts in keywords of the Accusations of War Crimes against Ukrainians cluster

78



The semantic mix of topic keywords sug-
gests a deliberate overarching narrative strate-
gy: to reframe the conflict as one where Russia
is the defender of civilian lives and homes,
while Ukraine is portrayed as the perpetrator of
violence, thus legitimising Russian aggression
and framing it as necessary to protect civilians.
It reflects a calculated blend of humanitarian
messaging and accusatory rhetoric, aimed at
legitimising Russia’s actions while undermining
Ukraine’s moral position:

B Highlighting the plight of gom (home)
and xwuTtensb (resident) damaged during
the conflict aimed to depict Ukraine as
the aggressor, responsible for harming
civilians.

B Phrases like rymanutapHbin (humanitar-
ian) and mupHbIn (peaceful) are used to
contrast alleged Ukrainian atrocities with
Russia’s self-portrayal as a humanitarian
force helping ‘peaceful’ residents. By
focusing on gom (home) and xutenb
(resident), the Kremlin shifts the focus to
the destruction of civilian infrastructure,
framing Ukraine as culpable for the
suffering (nocTpapaswmx) of ordinary
people. This plays into the Kremlin’s
allegations that Ukrainian forces target
civilians or use residential areas as
shields.

B The inclusion of place names like mapwny-
nonb (Mariupol), aHp (Donetsk or ‘DPR’)
(and Kherson [XepcoH] in the particular
time period of the case study), highlights
key battlegrounds in the conflict.

Stories about alleged Ukrainian cruelty
(e.g., ‘targeting hospitals,” ‘killing families,” or
‘executing civilians,” ‘who do not care about
children, the elderly and human beings in gener-
al™®) were frequently associated with the ‘Nazi’
label (Figure 83). Since atrocities attributed to
Ukraine were framed as a natural outcome of
their supposed Nazi ideology, audiences were
primed to expect cruelty from those labelled as
such (as in an allegation that ‘People are dying
every day. Zelensky wants there to be no peo-
ple left on this land’)."® The label ‘Nazi’ taps into
Russia’s well-established ‘Great Patriotic War’
victory narrative, which frames the conflict as a
continuation of that moral battle and suggests
a ‘special mission’ or ‘responsibility’ of Russia to
eliminate the ‘supported-by-the West nazifica-
tion’ of Ukraine. For instance, Russia-installed
authorities in Kherson likened street warning
signs during shelling to those used in the Siege
of Leningrad, implying a historical parallel and
justifying Russian actions."”

The usage of ‘Nazi’ labels invoked moral
outrage, creating a black-and-white worldview
where Russia ‘is morally justified in its actions,
no matter the cost. Thus, when in early October
2022 Russia launched large-scale missile
and drone attacks targeting Ukraine’s critical
civilian infrastructure, causing significant harm
to civilians, raising allegations of violations of
international humanitarian law, Kremlin-aligned
channels were able to claim that ‘the strikes
on Ukraine’s critical infrastructure have raised
the spirit of Russian soldiers. They saw that
the Russian army has started to work ‘for real’,
making Ukrainians feel what ‘the residents of
Donbass have felt for eight years."®
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1. A post claims ‘Ukrainian militants continue shelling civilian
infrastructure,” reinforcing the long-standing narrative of a ‘long-
suffering Donbas'—a storyline amplified since Russia’s aggression
back in 2014.

2. A post claims Ukrainian forces struck an oncology facility in
Kherson. Kremlin-aligned sources, especially on Telegram, have
repeatedly spread similar unverified claims to depict Ukraine as
disregarding civilian lives. All of attacks on hospitals, schools,
and residential areas serve to justify Russian actions, such as
evacuations framed as humanitarian efforts, while portraying Ukraine
as the aggressor. This mirrors the Russian Defense Ministry’s early-
war briefings, which regularly pushed such narratives.

3. A post claims Ukraine and NATO ‘target civilians,’ citing a TASS
report that Ukrainian forces struck a Kherson hotel on NATO's tip-off.
This aligns with Russia's narrative portraying Ukraine as a NATO
puppet and the war as Western aggression, while also depicting
L 1s as callous to fuel animosity among Russian audiences.
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4. lzvestia reported that Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) allegedly
recruits children from “dysfunctional families’ and uses people with
mental disabilities in the Kherson Region to help target civilians,
offering payment for information. Commenting on this, pro-Russian
milblogger Yuri Podolyaka, a recipient of a Presidential Certificate of
Appreciation, suggested the SBU and Kyiv leadership might form a
“Zeugend,’ likening it to the Hitler Youth, to sustain their ‘regime’.

5. A post claimed that Ukrainian forces in Kherson were fighting under
the Third Reich’s banner, urging viewers to ‘show this to those who
deny Nazis in Ukraine.” However, the video used dates back to 2017
and has been ycled as part of and
disinformation efforts to discredit Ukraine across multiple platforms
and languages.

FIGURE 83. Framing of alleged Ukrainian atrocities through the 'Nazi' label

Accusations against Ukrainian forces
were frequently contrasted with the narratives
highlighting Russian humanitarian aid to the
‘liberated areas’ (Figure 84). The channels,
which were used by the Kremlin to legitimise
the occupation of specific villages and cities
and to establish control over the information
environment there, showed signs of inauthentic
behaviour while sharing content on ‘Russian

REyxuacTed. B nepsoh ~ weoBxoRMMEIE MPOAYKT!

| nuTans, a B0 BTOROR NOMOUIN ARR LEWTP PaIMEUlENHA

Gemernien — KDOBATH, MATRACK M OCTENbIHbIE
nps

humanitarian aid’ or posting the same messag-
es simultaneously. Major Telegram channels,
such as Solovyov and Readovka, appeared to
have been tasked with amplifying claims that
the evacuation of Kherson residents was a
demonstration of Russian authorities’ human-
ism—a narrative that also dominated the official
messaging around the retreat from Kherson.

1. Multiple Telegram channels involved in Russia's information operations targeting both occupied and intended territories in Ukraine simultaneously post
about a ‘Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations convoy delivering humanitarian aid” to Kherson.

2 and 3: Russian narratives portray the occupation of Ukrainian territories as ‘liberation’, also framing evacuations as protection rather than forced
displacement. A post by Solovyov depicts Putin’s United Russia party as a savior, claiming it evacuated over 50 foster children from Kherson to Crimea after
stopping their alleged transfer to Poland. Similarly, Readovka reports on Kherson residents traveling to Russian resorts, justifying the move as a security

measure to protect civilians.

FIGURE 84. Framing of Russian occupation as humanitarian aid and protection
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In the Official Communication, the peak
in articles (61 in total) referring to alleged
Ukrainian war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity corresponded with the imposition of
martial law in four partially occupied and an-
nexed regions of Ukraine, declared by the

Russian president on 19 October 2022 at a
meeting of the Security Council of Russia on
migration (please refer to Figure 85 for further
details and to Appendix 10 for complete list of

Articles

15/09/22 25/09/22 28/09/22 30/09/22 04/10/22 06/10/22

= mid.ru == duma.gov.ru = council.gov.ru == kremlin.ru scrf.gov.ru

2
1

content pieces).
kremlin.ru 8.2% 4
council.gov.ru 11.5% ‘
duma.gov.ru 13.1% v

mid.ru 590%

110/22 1710/22 1910/22 2110/22 25/10/22 28/10/22

function.mil.ru

FIGURE 85. Daily dynamics the articles alleging Ukrainian war crimes and crimes against humanity and

the share of sources in the official communication

During the meeting, Putin explained the
invocation of the law due to the ‘Kyiv regime’
refusing to ‘recognise the will and choice of the
people’ (the results of the sham referendums),
continuing the shelling of civilians:

‘The neo-Nazis are using plainly terrorist
methods, plotting sabotage at critical infra-
structure, attempting to murder members of
local authorities. Just like their ideological
predecessors — Bandera’s followers and
Hitler’s accomplices, they are trying to create
a criminal underworld, sending sabotage
groups to our territories.™

Commenting on the results of the
meeting, the head of the Security Council,
Nikolai Patrushev framed Russia’s war as just,
claiming five million people fled ‘neo-Nazi
Kyiv’s genocide’ to seek refuge in Russia™®. He
also reassured Russian audiences of Kremlin
control, promising government assistance for
their return once ‘safe conditions’ were estab-
lished. Meanwhile, the Russian MoD aimed to
downplay Russian military failures while rally-
ing domestic support by framing Ukraine as
reckless and aggressive, allegedly following
NATO’s orders to launch attacks in Kherson

without regard for casualties. Ukraine’s ‘criminal
regime’—forcing untrained troops into ‘suicidal’
assaults and committing war crimes—was con-
trasted with Russia’s supposed moral restraint,
portraying its ‘slower advances’ as efforts
to minimise civilian casualties and protect
soldiers, despite evidence of civilian harm in
occupied areas.”

Most articles from both chambers of
Russia’s parliament focused on legislation and
procedures for the four annexed Ukrainian re-
gions. As the Council voted to approve Putin’s
martial law decree, Chairwoman Valentina
Matvienko endorsed it, claiming it would
accelerate the regions’ return to ‘peaceful life’
free from fear, shelling, and bombing, enabling
residents to rebuild and resume normal life.”?

The Russian MFA was the leading pro-
moter of the narrative alleging Ukrainian war
crimes while portraying Russia’s actions as
‘humanitarian missions’ (Figure 86). Its state-
ments, often intended for UN Security Council
and OSCE meetings, aimed to shape global
perceptions, particularly in the Global South,
where Russia seeks support or neutrality. As
Russian forces transferred ammunition, equip-
ment, and units across the Dnipro River, Russia’s
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OSCE representative, Maksim Buyakevich,
accused Ukraine of planning a ‘dirty bomb’
provocation while claiming Kyiv ‘continues its
terrorist attacks on the civilian population and
carries out targeted strikes against exclusive-
ly civilian objects.”” Meanwhile, at the UN

General Assembly, Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov justified the invasion as a mission to
‘protect Russians and Donbas residents’ and
counter NATO’s alleged threats, accusing
Ukraine’s leadership of waging ‘war against its

own people’

Statements at
Statements at OSCE UN

Regular Statements
briefings by (NSYEESE])
Russian MFA  FEjleE S

'‘Debunking'
Announcements/speeches SIEICINENIEN by Russian
at/for OPCW MFA

by MFA officials

1 and 2. 53% of articles on MFA’s
website that accused Ukrainians of war
atrocities were statements made at
either OSCE or UN, as this article on
Lavrov's speech 'On the violation by the
Western alliance of OSCE participating
States and its proxies in Ukraine of the
right of peoples to self-determination
and the continuing crimes of the Kyiv
regime against the civilian population.'

2509.2027 0045

BeicTynneHne MUHUCTPa MHOCTpaHHBIX Aen Poccuiicko
Penepaumnn C.B.Nlasposa Ha obLIENONNTUHECKON QUCKYC
77-i1 ceccum leHepansHoi Accambnen OOH, Hoio-Mopk, 24
ceHTabpa 2022 ropa

1985 25 09 2022 &9 8 '*.

19.10.2022 1840
0630p nybankaumii No poccHicKei TeMatmke B uTanbsHckux CMA,
COAEPKAUMX HELOCTOBEPHYIO MNK NOXHYK WHopMauum (12-18 okt

)

48 e

Rifiuta il concerto per Mosca: ucciso il ir-m
d'orchestra

di Kherson temono la deportazione: «Un allro
imbroglio russo»

3. A regular column on the Russian
MFA'’s website aims to ‘debunk Western
propaganda.” In this issue, targeting
ltalian media Corriere della Sera, it
dismisses reports of Russia forcibly
evacuating Kherson residents as fake,
instead presenting the Russian official
narrative that evacuations prevent
civilian casualties—chastising the
‘bloodthirsty author’ for rejecting this
version.

FIGURE 86. Russian MFA’s framing of Ukraine as war criminal and Russia as humanitarian actor

On TV, a medium that broadly reaches
the ‘ordinary people’ of Russia, the morally
charged narrative was promoted, emphasising
how residents of the ‘liberated areas’ suffer
from the terror by ‘Ukrainian Nazis’— a fram-
ing that sought to legitimise Russia’s actions
while galvanising emotional support among
domestic audiences. Every single show
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tracked for the research that aired during the
timeframe of the case study (11 September
to 30 October 2022), included elements of
the narrative alleging Ukrainian war crimes
and crimes against humanity (Figure 87). The
intensity in the rhetoric accusing Ukrainians
of atrocities on the two monitored TV pro-
grammes was moulded to follow the events
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FIGURE 87. TV coverage of alleged Ukrainian war crimes (September—October 2022)

on the battleground, such as the annexation
referendums, as well as Ukrainian counterof-
fensive in the Kherson region.

Quite expectedly, the narrative, as a core
element of the Kremlin official justification of
the war it launched against Ukraine in 2022 as
‘saving the people of the DNR and LNR’, was
woven into coverage of the annexation referen-
dums, turning Kherson and Zaporizhzhia into
the project ‘Suffering of Donbas’ 2.0.”® The
Ukrainian government was portrayed as indif-
ferent to civilians, its own people,® while an-
nexation was depicted as a path to security and
prosperity. Russian control was credited with
rebuilding homes, schools, and hospitals, alleg-
edly destroyed by ‘Ukrainian nationalists’ over
the years.”’

Around mid-October, TV programmes
shifted focus, reducing coverage of allega-
tions of Ukrainian war crimes and crimes
against humanity, and starting to empha-
sise the stability and functionality of life in
Russian-occupied areas, with open cafes and
shops, paid salaries and pensions, and ‘good’
local governance, which was intended to
contrast with the alleged chaos and destruc-
tion caused by Ukraine (See Figure 88 for a
visualisation of how the alleged ‘Ukrainian
atrocities’ narrative evolved in Russian TV
coverage).. The Ukrainian ‘boeviki’ (militants)
were accused of engaging in indiscriminate
attacks on civilian areas, and yet the local
population was portrayed as unwilling to

evacuate because of their loyalty to and faith
in Russian forces, which served to validate the
legitimacy of the occupation.™®

Against the backdrop of the withdrawal
from Kherson (episodes of 23 October), the
narrative turned to highlighting alleged Russian
competence, portraying efforts to maintain
order and infrastructure while presenting the
administration as responsible and capable
despite  ongoing ‘Ukrainian  aggression’.
Meanwhile, Ukrainian forces were depicted as
ruthless ‘Nazis’, who disregarded civilian lives,
used the population as human shields, target-
ing evacuation routes and critical infrastructure
like hospitals and dams.™®

The 30 October episode of Vesti Nedeli
only briefly echoed the narrative, instead em-
phasising Russia’s ‘high-precision’ strikes in
Kherson, advanced military gear, and captured
Ukrainian POWs—framing the Armed Forces
of Ukraine (AFU) as unprepared and weak.™° It
also claimed the Pentagon’s plans for bases in
Sevastopol and Kherson had failed. Similarly,
Voskresnoye Vremya presented Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia as a Russian launchpad for further
‘liberation and denazification,™" while portray-
ing evacuated Kherson residents as safe and
happy in Russian-occupied Crimea.
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18 September 2022

Ukraine is portrayed adopting
‘terrorist tactics’ in the absence
of military success. Alleged
attacks on civilians and civilian
infrastructure were emphasised,
likening these actions to those
of historical and contemporary
adversaries, such as the Nazis
and Syrian terrorists.

Aeounspn

25 September 2022

During the 23-27 September
2022 ‘referendums’ on the annex-
ation of four Ukrainian regions to
Russia, the TV shows intensified
claims of alleged atrocities by
‘Ukrainian Nazis,” depicting the
regions as a legitimate choice for
‘liberation’ while framing Ukraine
and its allies as aggressors
attempting to sabotage the
process through terror.

23 October 2022

TV shows sought to justify the
evacuation of Kherson—prop-
agandised as voluntary—while
deflecting attention from
violations of international law,
such as forced civilian transfers,
by highlighting alleged Ukrainian
attrocities. Frequent references
to ‘Nazis, ‘prohibited warfare
methods,” and claims about

30 October 2022

With imminent retreat in early
November, Russian forces though
were depicted as heroically
defending civilians and gaining
strategic control. The narrative

of Ukrainian atrocities helped
framing Russia as a saviour and
moral authority amid reports of
military setbacks.

Ukraine’s plans to destroy 3 s i‘{a.i;i/

the Kakhovka dam aimed to
delegitimise Ukraine.

‘In the absence of serious successes on the
fronts, Kyiv relies on terrorising civilians.
The same thing was practised by the

Nazis so revered in the current Ukraine

and terrorists in Syria. But it did not save
either of them.” Voskresnoye Vremya, 18
September, 2022.

‘In the absence of serious successes on the
fronts, Kyiv relies on terrorising civilians.
The same thing was practised by the

Nazis so revered in the current Ukraine

and terrorists in Syria. But it did not save
either of them.” Voskresnoye Vremya, 18
September, 2022.

‘In Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Luhansk, and
Donetsk, neo-Nazis have committed
atrocities. The heirs of Bandera Kill, torture,
imprison, and abuse civilians.’
Vooskresnoye Vremya, 25 September, 2022

Reporting on a hotel shelling in Kherson:
‘Authorities of the region have already
called it a terrorist attack to disrupt the
voting. But Kyiv and its Western curators
failed to achieve their goal.’

Vesti Nedeli, 25 September, 2022

‘The Nazis aim to prevent people from
leaving and use civilians as human shields.
This week, they targeted the dam and
attacked civilians, including journalists, with
NATO HIMARS.

Vooskresnoye Vremya, 23 October, 2022

‘Using American weapons against civilians:
Kyiv is attacking the new Russian territories.
“We have information about the possi-
bility of the Kyiv regime using prohibited
methods and means of warfare in the area

of the city of Kherson™’.
Vesti Nedeli, 23 October, 2022

[Evacuees from Kherson region are shown
settling in Russia, with promises of housing
certificates to help them buy homes]:

“The houses you like, are they comparable
to the one you have in Kherson?

“They are better. Indeed better, much
better!”

For those who have lived in Ukraine for the
last 30 years, such support is unusual.’
“..the liberation of the Kherson and
Zaporizhzhya regions has also created a
powerful defensive frontier, which ...will
become a springboard for the further
liberation and denazification of Ukraine.’
Voskresnoye Vremya, 30 October, 2022

FIGURE 88. Alleged Ukrainian atrocities narrative justifying annexations and retreat from Kherson
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By 2023, the narrative focus experi-
enced shifted from the reflections on the
events in the occupied territories to events
within Russia’s internationally recognised
borders, although no greater irregularities in
the communication flow were observed. With
occupation and annexation no longer requir-
ing justification and Ukrainian forces

operating on Russian soil, the discourse
adapted accordingly. The flexible framework
of war crime accusations against Ukraine ena-
bled a seamless narrative across Telegram,
official state communications, and television,
reinforcing claims in a manner consistent with
Kremlin messaging.
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FIGURE 89. Main keywords of the top 10 occurrences of the Accusations of War Crimes against

Ukrainians cluster in 2023

In seven of the ten peak periods when
the Accusations of War Crimes Against
Ukrainians cluster received the most coverage
(as measured by paragraphs) on Telegram,
key terms centred on incidents within Russian
border regions, particularly in towns like
Shebekino (Belgorod) or Taganrog (Rostov),
(Figure 89). Thus, in early June of 2023, an
increase in the number of posts narrating al-
leged war crimes by Ukrainians was generated
by Telegram channels reporting on the shelling
of Shebekino. ‘Ukrainian militants’ and ‘terror-
ists’ were accused of ‘fiercely shelling civilians’
and ‘carrying out brutal persecution against
Russians on their own territory’.? Similar to
occurrences in 2022, attacks by Ukrainian were
described as ‘terrorism’ for ‘not pursuing any
military objectives with these strikes’, yet opting

to ‘terrorise civilians and sow chaos’."*?

This narrative was also present in official
Russian communications, with the MFA target-
ing international audiences to delegitimise
Kyiv and discredit its allies. Claims depicted
Ukraine as a junta ‘at war with civilians,” al-
legedly seeking to exterminate Russians, with
terrorist acts, such as blowing up nuclear stor-
age facilities.”®* Meanwhile, state television re-
inforced this narrative for domestic audiences,
portraying Ukrainian forces as weakened yet
waging a terrorist war against Russia’s morally
righteous army: ‘If there’s one thing they excel
at, it’s waging war against civilians—Ukrainian
Nazis have been doing this since Donbas. But
is this even a war? Firing artillery at women
and children?’"®

85



Case Study 2: Patriotic Education

For the analysis of the thematic cluster
labelled as Patriotic Education, which was the
leading narrative-based topic within the di-
mension of the ‘Liberated Areas’ in the Official
Communication, we chose the full month of
February 2023, when the volume of communi-
cations was the highest throughout the period
of the research.

After reviewing the data, we found
that the increase in the volume of official
communications was affected by three major
events within the timeframe of the case
study—all three memorable days in Russia’s
national calendar (Figure 90):

B 2 February: Day of the Victory of the
Soviet troops in the Battle of Stalingrad;

B 15 February: the Day of Remembrance of
Russians Who Performed Military Service
Outside the Fatherland,;

B 23 February: Defender of the Fatherland
Day.

This finding is consistent with the line-up
of the official communication sources by the
number of articles that were posted on the
monitored websites of the government/regula-
tory institutions: the share of the Ministry of
Defence’s function.mil.ru stood at almost 80%,
which is a reflection of the multidimensional
and extremely pervasive militarisation of life in
Russia and, even more so, in the occupied terri-
tories, as well as the Kremlin regime’s abusive
relationship with history."®

Day of Remembrance of
Day of the Victory of the Soviet Russians Who Performed
troops in the Battle of Stalingrad Military Service Outside the

Fatherland

2 February 15 February 23 February

Defender of the

Fatherland Day

[ mid.ru 4.9%_—
kremlin.ru 6.6%.—,

council.gov.ru 8.2%_ .

~tunction.mil.ru 78.7%

FIGURE 90. Peaks in Patriotic Education cluster in the official communication aligned with Russia’s

February commemorations

The full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022 only added a stronger emphasis and
more layers to that: Russia has been devel-
oping a comprehensive strategy to militarise
upcoming generations, ensuring readiness for
military service and willingness to give their
lives away for the Kremlin regime (‘mother
Russia’ on billboards and in textbooks). It has
been investing significantly in militarising
children and vyouth, allocating substantial
funds for patriotic education programmes,
youth movements, and competitions, glorifying
military service across all levels of education,
emphasising the defence of the homeland and
preparing students for potential conflicts.”™ The
ideological indoctrination—under the banner of
‘patriotic education’—of young people in Russia
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and the ‘liberated areas’, has been carried out
both in the classroom (e.g. via weekly lessons
called ‘Conversations About What’s Important’
to tell children about, for instance, the ‘goals
and heroism’ in Ukraine) and in extracurricular
activities.

Hence, when Putin met with represent-
atives of patriotic and youth public organ-
isations on 2 February 2023, at the Battle of
Stalingrad Panorama Museum, at one of the
events designed to mark the Day of the Victory
of the Soviet troops in the Battle of Stalingrad
(Figure 91), he claimed that the protections
of historical memory was at the core of the
struggle for Russia:



‘Our main task is to ensure the preservation
of Russia, to create conditions for its pro-
gressive development, for its strengthening.
And this task will certainly be accomplished.
But one of the components of the work to
achieve this common goal is, of course,
revival, preservation of historical memory,
which is what we have been talking about
and what you are doing."*®

He referred to Russian youth as the most
vulnerable targets on the ‘battlefield of the
information sphere, following the narrative of
Russia, promoted by the Kremlin, as a victim of
perpetual external aggression, where Russia
is a target not because of its actions, but due
to its inherent status as a major global power:

‘Russia is a large country (...). And someone
has always fought against it. (..) And this has
always been accompanied by a struggle or a
sphere of confrontation in information, in the
media (...). Therefore, what is happening to-
day around the special military operation is
only an escalation of this struggle, which, |
repeat, has always been waged. And it was
always necessary to provide appropriate
counteraction to this attempt to disorientate
our people, our nation. Almost always, the
main target audience of this influence has
been young people, who cannot remember
what happened in the past, and they cannot,
perhaps, appreciate the present. But this is
possible for our enemy, to put it bluntly, only
if we ourselves sit and do nothing."*®
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contemporary events).

In his anchor drop of carefully curated discussion at the meeting on 2 February, 2023, a day marking the victory in

the battle for Stalingrad, with representatives of Russian patriotic and youth public organisations, Putin emphasised
how preserving the historical memory was of paramount importance to ‘ensure the preservation of Russia’ and
make it stronger. He also spoke of the need to protect the country’s population from attempts to ‘disorientate’ them
(which should be read as holding on to something other than the Kremlin's official version of historic and

FIGURE 91. Instrumentalisation of historical memory through patriotic education narratives in support of

Russia’s war propaganda

The website of the Russian Ministry of
Defence (function.mil.ru) produced the highest
volume of coverage on the theme of patriotic
education. The content was dominated by
Yunarmiya (the All-Russia Young Army National
Military Patriotic Social Movement Association)
related articles (Figure 92). The organisation,
which was officially created in 2016 ‘at the ini-
tiative of the Ministry of Defence with the sup-
port of the President,"° actively participates
in the military-patriotic education of youth in
Russia, preparing Russian children for war:

‘A patriotic lesson was held for the members
of the Yunarmiya unit “Molniya” from the
Omsk region. Within the framework of the les-
son, Denis Kalchitsky, the head of the regional
headquarters of Yunarmiya, demonstrated to

the kids the elements of formation training,
the order of disassembling/assembling a
machine gun and equipping a magazine. In
addition, the younger generation was shown
how to put on gas masks and military protec-
tive suits."™

On function.mil.ru, articles involving
Yunarmiya focused on commemorations
of heroic deeds in the Great Patriotic War
(marches, conferences and museum visits)'?
or their equivalents in the ‘special military
operation’ (taking part in such initiatives as
‘Letter to the Defender of the Fatherland’ or
‘Letters to Soldiers on the Front Line’). The
widespread merging of the two wars leverag-
es the memory of the Great Patriotic War—a
cornerstone of Russian identity, remembered
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through countless memorials, celebrations, and
omnipresent cultural reverence—as a way to
frame the current events and as an imperative
to act. Hence, Russian soldiers waging a war of
aggression against Ukraine are referred to as
‘defenders of homeland’ to whom Russian chil-
dren, including those in Yunarmiya, record and
send their greetings, expressing admiration ‘for
the courage of the modern defenders of the
Fatherland.™?

The goal of the Russian patriotic educa-
tion is also to teach school students that loving
your country means readiness to sacrifice
your life whenever it is required by the state.

Members of Yunarmiya and similar organisa-
tions took part in a conference to mark the
80th anniversary of the death of Alexander
Matrosov, a Soviet soldier who blocked a
German machine-gun with his body in 1943,
and who was posthumously celebrated as a
hero, extensively in the Stalinist era:

‘His life was short and fleeting, but he per-
formed a feat—a heroic deed. The star of his
self-sacrifice burns in our hearts, the feat is
not forgotten and can never be forgotten!"**

Through a targeted search employing

Screenshots from the Russian Ministry of Defence’s website showcasing Yunarmiya's military-patriotic activities—ranging from hands-on ‘patriotic lessons’ and youth video

greetings to a conference commemorating wartime hero Alexander Matrosov—underscoring how state media blends historical valor with contemporary ‘special military

operation’ messaging to prime children for martial duty.

FIGURE 92. Instrumentalisation of historical heroism and memory in Patriotic Education narratives to
prime youth for sacrifice and justify Russia’s aggression against Ukraine

keywords aligned with those identified by
BERTopic on the theme of patriotic education
in the Official Communication, we analysed the
content within the Telegram dataset from 1 to
28 February 2023. This examination yielded
insights into the framing of patriotic education,
highlighting its distinctive characteristics and
(rhetorical) strategies. Channels targeting
Ukrainian audiences led in the volume of
articles mentioning patriotic education, with
Luganmedia [, What is Really Going on in
Kherson, and News of Kherson Region ranking
highest. This focus appears to underscore the
Kremlin’s efforts to erode Ukrainian identity
among children and youth in the so-called
‘liberated areas.’” The promotion of the topic
emphasises fostering a new generation aligned
with ‘Russian values,’ potentially preparing
them for militarisation and future war, i.e. a
source of recruits for the Russian army.®
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Russian authorities and their proxies worked
to replace the Ukrainian education system in
occupied Ukrainian territories with the Russian
education system, teaching an openly imperial-
ist Russian curriculum that justifies the invasion,
falsely portraying Ukraine as a ‘neo-Nazi state,’
and strictly limits instruction in the Ukrainian
language, violating Ukrainian children’s right
to an education that develops respect for the
child’s ‘own cultural identity, language and
values, as well as the ‘national values’ of the
child’s country and country of origin.*® The
content of posts on Telegram channels target-
ing Ukrainian audiences can be categorised
into several key themes (see Figure 93 for a
detailed visualisation):

B Commemorative practices: posts
that emphasise events and initiatives
commemorating the Great Patriotic War



(GPW), with active participation by chil-
dren and young people. These include

ceremonies, school projects, and public
commemorations aimed at merging the
GPW and the so-called ‘special military
operation.

B Youth Organisation activities: posts
highlight the activities of, and member-
ship in, military-patriotic youth organisa-
tions, such as Yunarmiya and Dvizhenie
Pervykh. These posts often showcase
events, training, and similar efforts
involving children and teenagers.

In general, rhetorically and stylistically,
these posts were similar to the ones published
by the Ministry of Defence on its official web-
site, especially those on commemorations, be it
‘a musical and sporting event dedicated to the
Day of Defender of the Fatherland’ at a Melitopol
kindergarten,”” or the installation of a ‘hero
desk’ in a local school classroom. These ‘hero
desks,’ part of a broader effort to cultivate youth
loyalty to militarised chauvinism, typically

feature images of Russian soldiers who died
during the war against Ukraine."*® The consist-
ent alignment of messaging underscores a co-
ordinated strategy to embed patriotic and mili-
taristic values into everyday educational and
cultural practices, presenting these initiatives
as both natural and necessary. Some of the
posts were forwards from/quotes by the Russia-
installed local officials, such as the news about
representatives of the occupational Ministry of
Youth Policy and Sport of Kherson Oblast meet-
ing with ‘pupils wishing to join the Yunarmiya’
and their parents™® or Suvorov-named cadet
classes opening in Kherson regional schools to
allegedly sustain knowledge of the ‘home-
land’s’ history.”™° Posts praised military-patriotic
education in the region by claiming that ‘mem-
bers of Yunarmiya in the Kherson region have a
unique opportunity to visit shooting ranges and
practice with combat weapons. Here, service-
men give children skills that children from other
regions of Russia cannot always get.™

The content shared on Telegram chan-
nels aimed at Russian domestic audiences

'As Melitopol joins the ‘Union of Cities of

The Tith All-Russian sports and
patriotic initiative ‘It's
Fashionable to Be Healthy!" is
held in the so-called 'liberated

The Russian Ministry of

Education plans to expand areas’

The Federal Agency

Russian President Vladimir
Putin meets with
representatives of patriotic
and youth public
organisations at the Battle of

A Soyuz-2.1a rocket launched
the Progress MS-22 spacecraft
toward the ISS, carrying
supplies, symbolic Volgograd
flags, children's drawings, and a
postcard commemorating the
80th anniversary of the Battle of

Military Glory of the Russian Federation’
project, the city's Kremlin-installed
authorities claim this will help sustain
patriotic education, among others.

its ‘Conversations About
What's Important initiative to

include lessons for parents, designed to mark the

Representatives of Russian|
children and youth-related
organisations in Kherson

with efforts underway to
finalise the format

in the ‘liberated areas’

Commemorative events

Internationalist Soldier
Remembrance Day are held

Russian Education
Minister Kravtsov
stated that the themes:
for the ‘Conversations
About What's

Commemorative events In the Zaporizhzhya

Stalingrad Panorama
Museum.

Stalingrad hailed Putin’s claim that

the four ‘new regions’

designed to mark the
Internationalist Soldier
Remembrance Day are held
in the ‘liberated areas’.

region, ten branches of the
‘Movement of the First'
(Dvizheniye pervykh)
opened within a week.

Russia-installed Kherson must be brought up to
administration plans national standards in terms|

30 opening specialised military of key indicators.
cadet classes, named after

25 Russian general Suvorov, in
schools in the occupied

20 areas of Kherson Oblast.
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FIGURE 93. Mentions of patriotic education over time by Telegram posts and target audiences

demonstrated a notable difference to that
of channels targeting Ukrainian audiences.
The channels directed at Russian audiences
were either reacting and further amplifying
main news concerning patriotic education or

giving some comments on ways to improve it.
The first group included announcements of
Putin’s meeting with members of public pa-
triotic and youth organisations in Volgograd,
in the Duma that

as well

as an

initiative
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proposed the Russian Ministry of Education
hold ‘Conversations about What’s Important’
not only for schoolchildren but also for their
parents.’?

Among the posts that featured sugges-
tions or comments as to how to update or im-
prove the patriotic education in Russia, there
was a suggestion on the Viadlen Tatarsky
channel, underlining a preference for instill-
ing martial values, toughness, and a rejection
of softer or more inclusive approaches to
character-building as an obstacle in raising
those ready to wage war:

‘Today in Omsk, speaking to schoolchildren,
| proposed to start the school day in the
gym. There all boys would be divided into
two teams, put on helmets, gloves and fight
wall to wall for ten minutes. The hall liked
the idea, judging by the reaction. It's time to
start raising warriors, and not tolerant pink
pony lovers."?

Readovka, meanwhile, advocated for
engaging youth in practical contributions to

the war effort through building UAVs in school
aircraft modelling clubs:

Artisanal UAVs are easy to make and
cheap—any aircraft modelling club can make
dozens of such ‘flying bombs’ a day. As part of
patriotic education, why not involve teenagers
in active assistance to the front? It is possible
to equip drones with defeat elements and
explosives in the army, but an eighth-grader
can assemble the ‘aeroplane’ himself.">*

This idea extends patriotic education
beyond ideological indoctrination to hands-
on participation in military preparation. By
involving teenagers in creating tools of war, it
seeks to fuse education with direct support for
military operations, normalising war as a collec-
tive and national endeavour.

On TV shows, the topic of patriotic edu-
cation centred around two memorable days in
Russia’s official calendar: 2 February, the Day of
Military Glory, marking the end of the Battle of
Stalingrad in 1943, and 23 February, the
Defender of the Fatherland Day (Figure 94).

Seconds

05/02/2023

12/02/2023

@ Vesti Nedeli

19/02/2023 26/02/2023

@ Voskresnoye Vremya

FIGURE 94. TV coverage of the patriotic education

In the first case, both TV programmes
reported on Putin meeting representatives
of patriotic and youth public organisations at
the Battle of Stalingrad Panorama Museum
(Figure 95). In the coverage of his discussion
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with the young people, Vesti Nedeli provided a
context that involved war merging and a more
nuanced search for contemporary heroes.
The programme contextualised the discus-
sion by drawing parallels between the Great



Patriotic War and the current ‘special military
operation,” portraying it as another instance of
Russia defending itself against ‘the collective
West. The show claimed that, just as in World
War I, when ‘all of Europe supported fascist
Germany,"® Russia is now confronting modern
aggressors and celebrating new heroes.

On Voskresnoye Vremya, meanwhile,
the focus was on the threats the young people
face from ‘psychological warfare’, as Kyiv was
allegedly actively recruiting saboteurs on
Russian soil, including teenagers. Putin was
cited speaking about the ever-lasting war with
the West that also concerned the info-sphere,
whereas:

‘Faced with the obvious fact that Russian so-
ciety widely supports the special military

operation, Ukrainian security services have
concentrated their efforts in two areas—di-
rect sabotage on Russian territory and psy-
chological attacks. (..) Acting primarily on
social networks, they have launched a full-
scale war to destabilise the situation inside
the Russian Federation.(..) They are working
with foreign specialists who are versed in
human psychology, neuro-programming, who
know modern social techniques, manipulation
technologies, game techniques. And that’s
why they organise so-called flash mobs,
challenges, involving young peaple and chil-
dren in destructive activities. ">

Both TV programmes reported on Putin meeting representatives of patriotic and youth public
organisations at the Battle of Stalingrad Panorama Museum on 2 February, the Day of Military
Glory, marking the end of the Battle of Stalingrad in 1943.

A Heroic Continuum
Vesti Nedeli framed the event as a seamless continuation of Russia’s historical fight against Western

aggression. The narrative juxtaposed GPW heroism with contemporary military figures like Alexander Troshin,
described as the ‘liberator’ of Marinka, Donetsk, and Sofia Kleimyonova, an IFV driver and icon of determina-
tion (killed in Ukraine later the same month). The implied message was clear: just as the USSR triumphed over
Nazi Germany, modern Russia will prevail against its adversaries.

The Threat Within

Voskresnoye Vremya centered on perceived contemporary threats to Russian society, particularly targeting
its youth. The show highlighted Putin’s comments on the ‘psychological warfare’ waged by Kyiv, allegedly in
collaboration with Western specialists. The narrative alleged that Ukrainian forces were recruiting teenagers
for sabotage and destabilisation efforts within Russia, warning of sophisticated techniques like manipulation,
neuro-programming, and social media challenges. The alarming picture of an ongoing internal and external
war may serve to justify increased surveillance, censorship, and anti-dissent measures.

FIGURE 95. Patriotic education narratives framing the Stalingrad commemoration as historical continuity
and as a struggle over youth in TV coverage
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Reporting on the rally at Moscow’s
Luzhniki Stadium that gathered tens of thou-
sands of people to celebrate the Defender’s
Day, Voskresnoye Vremya made sure to
convey the main idea Putin told the crowd
about Russian soldiers in Ukraine: ‘they fight
heroically, courageously, bravely’ defending
the Fatherland and ‘are supported by the whole
country.” The narrative framed contemporary
military actions, including the war in Ukraine,
as a continuation of past struggles on Russia’s
‘historical frontiers.” It also drew a direct line
between the Great Patriotic War and current
armed conflicts, portraying them as part of an
ongoing defence of Russian sovereignty and
heritage. A colonel of the Russian army, who
‘fought in both Chechen wars and in Syria,
was quoted as saying:

‘Do you remember how Crimea came to us?
Vladimir Vladimirovich said it returned to
the homeland. That should come back too.
Real patriotic education must return to the
homeland, must return to school, must return
to universities."™’

The messaging emphasised societal
unity and collective responsibility, encour-
aging active support for the war effort.
References to volunteers and community
involvement illustrated an attempt to foster
a culture where every citizen plays a role in
advancing Russian interests. Thus, a child,
interviewed for the show, claimed he was
there to:
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‘...support the servicemen. They're protecting
us right now. And if | were just lying on my
bed at home right now, my family would not
consider me a relative at all.’

This chapter analysed two different
information campaigns orchestrated by the
Kremlin in the ‘Liberated Areas’ dimension.
The first was the promotion of war crime
allegations against Ukrainians on Telegram,
and the second was the information campaign
in the official communication intended to
promote the narrative of patriotic education
both in Russia and the ‘liberated areas.” Similar
to other chapters, the collected data offers
evidence about potential narrative overlap
between Telegram, Official Communication
and the weekend TV programmes. The
narratives of ‘denazification” on Telegram
got comparatively little friction in the official
communication and on TV. However, the nar-
rative of patriotic education, popularised in the
official communication, was generally echoed
on both Telegram and TV programmes.



Conclusions: Understanding
the Collage of the Kremlin’s
Communication Strategy

The previous two reports already in-
dicated the interactive nature of the Kremlin
communication strategy on weekend TV
shows, Telegram channels and the official
communication. The 2023 report observed
that the Kremlin’s media strategy cannot be
explained as a top-down exercise of control
through ownership, censorship, and propa-
ganda, as ‘the Kremlin finds a way between a
plethora of narratives independently created by
power-seeking actors, the character of which
has been shaped and curated for over two
decades.™® The following report, published in
2024, pointed towards a balance between ‘the
tightly controlled official media and the fairly
independent Telegram media system."™®

Following these qualitative observations,
this study focused on producing a data-driven
analysis of the relations between Russian
communication campaigns on Telegram, the
official communication of Russian govern-
ment institutions and weekend TV shows.
This analysis offered four important insights.
First, it revealed that the Kremlin information
campaigns on Telegram, TV and official com-
munications represent three different (though
carefully orchestrated by the Kremlin) pieces
that must be analysed together to get the full
picture. Moreover, due to the different nature
of each communication platform (Telegram, TV
and official communications), it is important to
approach this picture not as a puzzle to be as-
sembled (as all pieces of a puzzle have similar
characteristics), but as a collage—a result of
assembling different forms, textures and ma-
terials to create a new whole. Each one of the
analysed platforms represents a different part
of the Kremlin’s collage-style communication
strategy with different levels of controllability
and institutionalisation, different audiences and
different narratives.

As demonstrated in the analysed case
studies across four different dimensions, the
communication campaigns on Telegram have
the capacity to operate independently in form-
ing and projecting strategic narratives, provid-
ed that they do not contradict the overarching
narrative framework determined by the Kremlin.
Forexample, in the cases of ‘Patriotic Education’
(1-28 February 2023) and the International
Military Games (1-31 August 2022), the Kremlin
created a very clear overarching strategic
narrative through its official communications.
In both cases, Russia’s MoD staged carefully
designed information campaigns. The first
exploited a series of national military-oriented
holidays that occured in February to glorify
military service across all levels of education
and promote the activities of the MoD-led
Yunarmiya organisation. The second was
staged to promote the international stance of
Russia in general and its armed forces in par-
ticular. Yet, as discussed in the analysis, despite
the visible importance of these narratives to the
MoD, the Telegram channels were reluctant to
echo them on the same scale, adopting a more
nuanced approach tailored to their audiences.
The general engagement of the channels with
these narratives on Telegram was insignificant,
as these narratives were too propagandistic to
be engaging enough in the user-generated,
contested, online environment.

It does not mean that the Telegram eco-
system never echoes official communications.
For example, as discussed in the case of the
destruction of Western armoured vehicles in
Ukraine (1June—15 July 2023), the initial release
by the MoD that set up the narrative framework
was quickly picked up by Telegram channels.
Directed towards different audiences, in a
much more dynamic information environment,
the campaign on Telegram took on a life of its
own, significantly overshadowing the following
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official communications on the subject. In
other words, operating within a larger strategic
narrative framework, Telegram channels also
exhibit the capacity to shape the Kremlin’s
communication.

This capacity is best seen in the ability
of Telegram channels to amplify content gen-
erated by the Kremlin that would otherwise
enjoy a very limited engagement. The best
example of such amplification was discussed
in the case of explaining the Russian ‘special
military operation’ in the international arena
(1-28 February 2023). This communication
campaign led by the Russian MFA focused
on a sequence of interviews given by Russian
diplomats in reaction to a series of decisions in
support of Ukraine that were made by several
Western countries. But even when amplifying
the MFA’s campaign in the Telegram ecosys-
tem, the channels did not strictly followed the
MFA’s official communications, demonstrating
a degree of independence in their choices of
content that they felt would resonate best with
their audiences—the diplomat most amplified
on Telegram was the Russian ambassador to
the US, Anatoly Antonov, who was not included
in the MFA’s official communications.

This leads to the second important in-
sight of this study. All three analysed Telegram
ecosystems (Baltic, Ukrainian and Russian
domestic) are shaped by a high volume of am-
plifiers—accounts with a large number of posts
with a very low average viewership, when the
majority of the posts are links to posts published
by other Telegram channels. While briefly dis-
cussed in Chapter 1, this phenomenon requires
further investigation for two main reasons:

(@) Most Telegram accounts managed
by media outlets have relatively small
viewership, and, therefore, usually dis-
regarded in research as insignificant.
For example, IZ.RU (Izvestiya news-
paper) has 19,937 views per post and
Zvezdanews (TV channel of Russia’s
MoD) has 21,580. These number are in-
comparable to Soloviev (251,803 views
per post) or Mup cerogHs ¢ “lOpwun
Moponsika” (channel of milblogger Yuri
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Podolyaka with 1,525,858 views per
post). However, the amplification evi-
dence suggests that posts published
by these media channels enjoy signifi-
cantly larger viewership than indicated
on their posts only. For example, from
1 October 2021 to 31 December 2023,
Igors Kuzmuks (a pro-Russian blogger
targeting Baltic audiences) published
226,556 posts (an average of 276
posts per day)—15% of these posts
amplified Russian media channels—
Baltnews, Zvezdanews, Anna_news,
Izvestia, Lentadnya, and NTVnews.

(b) Many of these amplifiers maintain
presence on other social media
platforms (YouTube, Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, etc.). Since they
are not currently sanctioned as
Kremlin-associated channels, they
freely amplify Russian narratives
on other social media platforms
to propagate and popularise mes-
sages created by the Kremlin.

The third insight is about Russian
official communications about Ukraine. The
level of coverage of the War in Ukraine on the
Kremlin’s official channels of communications
is surprisingly low for a country involved in
a bloody war of attrition (even if it calls it a
‘special military operation’) and facing interna-
tional sanctions on an unprecedented scale.
The attention given to Ukraine or the ‘special
military operation’ on the websites of Russia’s
MoD and MFA, two main ministries respon-
sible for communicating this ‘special military
operation’ to domestic and international
audiences, rarely exceeded 20% (throughout
the whole analysed period from 1 October 2021,
to 31 December 2023), while the majority of
their communications were about ‘business as
usual’, such as military exercises and overseas
deployments for the MoD, and international
conferences and bilateral relations for the MFA.
This means that the Kremlin ‘subcontracted’
the coverage of the war in Ukraine to Telegram,
keeping official communications vague and
general, while TV programmes selectively
choose between the narratives from Telegram



and official communications, presenting TV-
only audiences with a carefully curated mixture
of both.

This leads to the fourth and final
insight offered by this study—the role of TV
programmes in the Kremlin’s communications
strategy. First, it is important to acknowledge
that the study focused only on the weekend
programmes broadcasted on national networks
that play a very particular role. Hence, this
insight cannot be generalised for other types
of broadcasts, such as daily news or news on
regional networks.

Throughout all analysed case studies,
it becomes evident that, due to their purpose
to summarise and reflect on the events that
took place across a whole week, their ability
to allocate enough time to a certain narrative
is limited. This was one of the main reasons
why the topic clustering software struggled
to identify clear clusters of narratives in TV
programmes. To put it simply, they talk about
everything, focusing more on the host’s (and
guests’) interpretation of the events, rather than
on the events themselves Moreover, enjoying
certain independence, they mix and match
different narratives originating from Telegram
and official communications. For example, in
the first two weeks during the case of the sup-
ply of Western MBT’s to Ukraine (1 January—15
February 2023), TV programmes followed
the discussions on Telegram, as there were
no clear communications on official channels.
However, following the clear official reaction to
the decision of the US and Germany to supply

their MBTs to Ukraine, the TV hosts quickly
aligned with the official narrative. Another in-
teresting example is the reluctance of weekend
TV shows to echo the campaign of the MoD
surrounding the International Army Games
(1-31 August 2022). This lack of attention can
be probably explained by the fact that the
events were covered in detail on the MoD-run
TV network Zvezda and were less appealing to
the general public.

In conclusion, it is important to empha-
sise the holistic nature of the Kremlin’s media
strategy. Similar to collages in art, it is an as-
semblage of different parts that might make
sense on their own, but when put together
they create a completely new whole. The
interactions between these parts (Telegram,
the Official Communication and TV) are neither
linear nor clear. As suggested in our 2024
report, the parts in this collage have different
levels of controllability that depend on different
conditions, principles, norms and rules, created
by the Kremlin with the aim of streamlining
and regulating its communications.™® Building
upon previous reports, this report offered an
additional layer of important insights based on
data-driven analysis. However, further investi-
gations are required to fully understand (and
counter) the whole collage of the Kremlin’s in-
teractive communication strategy. For example,
a systematic investigation of Russia’s official
communications on Telegram and X conducted
by its diplomatic representations worldwide
suggests an existence of an additional part of
the Kremlin’s overall communication collage
that requires further attention.'
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Appendices

Appendix 1. Keywords Used to Divide the Telegram
Dataset into Four Dimension-Focused Subsets

No. | Military Count Economic Count Foreign Count Liberated Count

1 BOEHHbIN 572064 | MMnnvoH 143320 |cwa 525627 XepCoH 2892222
2 BCY 547917 | npuHaTb 141019 3anag 331863 TeppuTopus 279062
3 BOWIHa 311733 SKOHOMMKA 132527 | eBpona 271902 Xutenb 276787
4 cuna 284399 |npaButenncteo | 119672 mMup 270315 NnoMoLLb 271328
5 yaap 265948 | py6nb 114650 rnaea 265574 pebEeHoK 204118
6 HanpaBneHue 265391 | caHkuusa 11577 CTOpPOHa 242295 pervoH 188316
7 NPOTUBHUK 220747 | ueHa 107363 HaTo 154366 ooMm 185727
8 BOWCKO 208315 | peHbra 99974 noaaepxka 142881 3aMopPOXCKUi 165254
9 pa6oTaTb 205274 | nocTtaBka 97100 OTHOLLEHNE 139151 NOHeLK 163952
10 NYHKT 203579 |ra3 85847 MWPHbIVA 129068 pecny6nuka 159427
1 60eBo 195124 CTOUTb 79922 6e30MacHoOCTb 126161 OHp 158128
12 YHUUTOXUTb 191811 NMpOV3BOACTBO 79054 rpaHvua 121382 MeCTHbIN 133559
13 apmus 185801 | pa3BuTue 78109 npeactaBnuTeNb 120457 noHbacc 130350
14 opyxue 181016 nporpamMma 70429 nateus 110784 XapbKOB 122536
15 pakeTa 161907 | coumanbHbli 70427 KOHPAMKT 109019 NHp 119967
16 o6opoHa 160902 | pblHOK 66382 no6epa 108858 HaceneHue 102840
17 6o 152347 | 6aHK 62216 MexayHapoaHblin | 101097 rymaHutapHolii | 9301
18 TEXHUKA 151443 MApA 62212 nonbLwa 97490 Mapuynonb 88082
19 dpoHT 151050 | gonnap 59912 ydactune 96762 lwkona 86735
20 nogpasgenexnne | 149519 | ThiC. 58243 WNHOCTPaHHbIV 88025 noctpagatb 60827
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Appendix 2: Labels of Telegram Topics in Each

Dimension

2.1. Labels in the Military Dimension on Telegram:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

18064

16339

14541

7505

6734

3821

2236

1892

849

793

Label

Western
support to
Ukraine

References
to Western
media

Reports
from the
frontlines

Western
Hardware
for/in
Ukraine

Russian air
defence

Russian air
attacks

References
to other
(pro)Russian
sources

Ukrainian
attacks

Western
military
drills

Starlink

Description

Paragraphs that refer to eco-
nomic or military support of
Ukraine provided by the West,
including transfer of hardware
and trainings

Paragraphs that refer to
articles/statements/opinions
published in Western media

Paragraphs that refer to
developments on the front and
within the ‘liberated areas’

Paragraphs that specifically
refer to reports on the destruc-
tion of Western equipment

Paragraphs that refer to reports
on the successes and failures
of Russian air defence in inter-
cepting Ukrainian air attacks

Paragraphs that refer to reports
on the successful Russian mis-

sile/drone attacks on Ukrainian
targets

Paragraphs that make
reference to Russia’s MOD,
milbloggers, military experts,
and other sources

Paragraphs that refer to reports
on the successful Ukrainian
missile/drone attacks on Rus-
sian targets

Paragraphs that refer to military
drills conducted by NATO/
Western militaries

Paragraphs that refer to the
services provided by Starlink to
Ukrainian military

Examples

[‘6enbiin goM 06BbABUTL HOBbIV MakKeT BOEHHbI NOMOLLL'; ‘Clua
nepenatb ABa NepBblvi 3€HUTHbIN PaKETHbIN KOMMNEKC 3PK
nasams ykpauHa', ‘repmaHva nepefatb yKpavHa gansHo-
6OViHbIA KpblnaTblil pakeTa taurus’; ‘clua npoaaTth yKpanHa
60MbLUNIA yaapHbIi 6nna mg-1c gray eagle reuters’]

[‘the new york times ony611koBaTb KapTa CKOMN/IeHNe BONCKO
poccus rpaHuua ykpanna'; ‘financial times nucatb poccus
YHUUTOXaTb CKNaf 3anafHblii pakeTa yKpaunHckux Toin’; ‘the
wall street journal yTBepxaaTb BCy rOTOBUTb HAaCTynaeHne
xepcoH’; ‘forbes coobLWMTb HOBbIN CEPbE3HBINA Yyrpo3a BOOPY-
XEHHbIN cuna ykpamHa']

[‘'kapTa BOEHHbIN AeiicTBrE CUTYaLMS GPOHT Beyep 6 mapT);
‘01601 TpeBOra’; ‘BOEHHbI XPOHWKa rNaBHbIA COObITUE AeHb;
‘GPOHTOBOW CBOKA XEPCOHCKUIA HanpaBneHune']

[‘'yHWuTOXEHME TaHK leopard 3aMOPOXCKMNiA HanNpaBAeHNe';
‘6oeL, pyCcCKuii apMmns YHUUTOXMTL 6MN bradley 3anopox-
CKWI GPOHT’; ‘AHP YHUUTOXMUTb ABa PAAMONOKALMOHHbBIN
CTaHUMs KOHTpHaTapeiHbIi 60pb6a NPOM3BOACTBO CLUA

an tpg-50’; ‘POCCUCKNIA BOEHHDBIA YHUUYTOXMNTb MYCKOBOMN
yCTaHOBKA aMepPUKaHCKMNIA NPOTUBOKOPAOENbHbIA PakeTHbIN
Komnnekc harpoon ogecckuit 06nacTb’]

[‘cpeacTBO NBO CHUTL 8 pakeTa storm shadow KpbIM’; ‘cBaTO-
BO NpuMeHeHune pc3o himars 1 paketa’; ‘pakeTa 3pkK patriot’;
‘MOCT 06CTpenaThb pakeTa storm shadow’]

[‘kapp nopaxeHne poccuiickuii fpv ApoH No3nuns NpoTmB-
HUK’, ‘fpV APOH YHUUTOXWTb MalumHa Bpar’, ‘fpv ApOH yHUYTO-
XWTb TaHK BCY 3aMOPOXCKMNiA HanpaBnexune’]

[‘BOEHHbIN 3KCNEpPT 6OPUC POXUH’; ‘CNeLmanbHO KaHal VOeH-
KOp KOTEHOK'; ‘6pUPUHI MMHOBOPOHBI POCCUS']

[‘BCcy aTakoBaTb 6€NropoACcKuiA 061acTb HECKO/IbKO 6ecnu-
NOTHUK shot’; ‘ouepeaHoi BuAeo yaap 6nna bayraktar th2
yKpaunHa'’; ‘bayraktar tb2 pazseabiBaTeNbHbIA yAaPHbINA
6€CnUNoTHKK']

[‘cTapTOBaTh KPYMHbIA UCTOPUS HATO BOEHHO BO3AYLUHbIN
y4yeHue air defender 23’; ‘HaTO 06BABUTE BOEHHbIV y4YeHne
air defender 23]

[‘'KoMMaHKs spacex orpaHN4nTb AOCTYN BOEHHbIN 6eCnnaoT-
HWK YKpauHa ceTb CYyTHWKOBbIN CBA3b starlink’, ‘komnaHus
MNOHAa Macka spacex OTKMoUNTb yCnyra uHTepHer starlink’;
‘YyKpanHCKMe BOEHHbI MCMonb30oBaTh starlink HacTynatens-
HbI Lenb’.]
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2. 2. Labels in the Economic Dimension on Telegram:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

14252

1701

7347

4925

4286

3098

2202

1030

667

515

98

Label

References to
Western media

Western financial
support to
Ukraine

Western military
support

Western
sanctions against
Russian industry
sectors

Restrictions on
online/social
media/streaming
content

Russia’s
response
to Western
economic
sanctions

Western
companies
withdrawing from
Russia

European
dependency on
Russian gas

Starlink

Ineffectiveness
of Western
sanctions

Description

Paragraphs that refer to
articles/statements/opinions
published in Western media

Paragraphs that refer to
economic support provided
by the West to Ukraine and its
potential detrimental effects
on the Western economy

Paragraphs that refer to the
volume and types of military
equipment received by
Ukraine and reports on its
deployment on the battlefield

Paragraphs that refer to the
Western sanctions against
retail, aviation, banking, car
and other sectors of Russian
industry

Paragraphs that refer to
restrictions by Russian
authorities or online/streaming
channels imposed on
politically sensitive content

Paragraphs that refer to
successfull Russia’s response
to Western economic
sanctions

Paragraphs that refer to
Western companies that
withdrew from Russia or
halted their operations in the
country

Paragraphs that referr to
reports on potential damage
to European economies due
to its dependency on Russian
gas

Paragraphs that refer to the
services provided by Starlink
to Ukrainian military

Paragraphs that refer to
reports on the ineffectiveness
of Western economic
sanctions

Examples

[‘BnacTb cluia BBOAUTb CaHKLMSA MPOTUB YpaH poccus
COObLNTb areHTCTBO reuters ccbinika UCTOYHKK', ‘reuters
LueHa HedTb noagHATbea 2, ‘the wall street journal
3KOHOMMKa eBpona nafatb Clua pacTi’, ‘clua NaaHupo-
BaTb CerogHsa BBECTN CaHKLUNA NPOTUB NYTUH FOBOPUTb
MCTOYHMK cnn’)]

[‘ca BbIAENSATb yKpanHa o4epeaHon NakeT BOEHHbIN
nomolub cymma $ 500 MnH coo6LnTh neHTarow’, ‘C
310ro roga EBpona 6yaet xuTb 6€3 poccuinckon HedTn
notosika ueH 60% 3a 6appent’; ‘MuHouH CLUA $14,5
MAPA NPSAMOi GUHAHCOBOW NOAAEPXKKM YKpauHsbI']

[‘noHAOH NNaHMpoBaTh NOCTaBUTb YKpanHa TaHK
challenger 2’; ‘clua gonycTuTb NOCTaBKa UCTpebuteno
f-16 yKpanHa'; ‘GHP YHUUTOXMNTb PaANOIOKALMOHHbIN
CcTaHuMs KoHTpbaTapeiHblin 6opbba NPON3BOACTBO CLUA
an tpg-50’; ‘6,5 TbicAYa NPOTUBOTAHKOBLIN CUCTEMA
javelin’; ‘BC pd yHUUTOXUTb 3aNOPOXCKMIA 06/1aCTb NATb
MyCKOBOW yCTaHOBKa PC30 MIrs NPOM3BOACTBO CLUA';
‘TYypuMs 0TKa3aTbCs NOCTaBNATb YKPauHa yaapHsblii
6ecnunoTHuk bayraktar th2’]

[‘Bank of China ¢ 13 nioHa npekpaTui NnpuemM oT POCCUit-
CKUX 6aHKOB NnaTexew’; ‘pOCCUNCKMIN aBUAKOMMaHWSA
1MCnonb30oBaTb CAMONET airbus boeing HECMOTPSA CaHK-
uns’; ‘ub 3as9BUTb KapTa visa mastercard poccuiickui
6aHK NpoAoMXMTb paboTatb pd’; “s7 airlines yacTmyHo
OTMEHUTb MEXAYHAPOAHbIN peiic airbus aBrnakoMnaHus

apecToBaTb CaHKLmMA']

[‘apple noatBepXaate BO3MOXHOCTb OTK/IlOYEHNE
ycTpoicTBo apple caHkuus’; ‘facebook instagram
NCK/TIOYNTb PeecTp coumanbHbli ceTb pd’; ‘npunoxe-
Hue TMHbkodP 6aHK NponacTb app store’; ‘6noKMpoBKa
youtube kaHana gyma’]

[‘oTkntoueHmne swift Tpu poccuincknin 6aHk coepbaHk
MOCKOBCKWI KPeAUTHbIN 6aHK poccenbXxo36aHk
6en0pycckuint 6aHK pasBUTUE PEKOHCTPYKUMS'; ‘UmnopT
POCCUICKMNX TOBAPOB B AINOHMIO B anpene BbIPoC Ha
67,3%']

[‘rasnpom Ha3BaTb NocTaBka TypbuHa siemens poccus
HEBO3MOXHbI CaHKLKA’; ‘nike 3aKpbiBaTb MarasuH poc-
cus’; ‘ikea npuoctaHaBnmBaTb paboTa MarasmH poccus’;
‘komnaHusa mcdonald ‘s 3af9BUTb YXOAUTb POCCUACKUI
PbIHOK']

[‘nord stream 2 ag nogaBaTb 6aHKPOTCTBO COOOLWNTD
KOMNaHus'; ‘siemens energy yxoauTb POCCUS TEPATb
400 M/H eBpO BbIpyYKa'; ‘AaHHbIM gas infrastructure
europe ypoBeHb ra3 noA3eMHblii XpaHunuLLe espona
onycTUTHCS']

['spacex noctaBka starlink ykpaunHa’; ‘cnyTHUKOBbIV CeTb
starlink oTkazaTtbcs TpeboBaHmMe NpaBUTENbCTBO 6/10KK-
poBaTb UHTEPHET AOCTYN POCCUICKUIA CMU’; ‘KOMMAHUS
spacex ynpaBnaTb cuctema cnyTHuk starlink’]

[‘'3anap cTpaHbl caHkumn Poccus He gatoT addekT’; ‘clua
XAaTb MOLLHbIA 9KOHOMWUYECKUI KPU3UC aHTUPOCCUiA-
CKWI CaHKLUWMS'; ‘aMepuKaHcKuii 6aHk jpmorgan chase
goldman sachs group npMocTaHoBUTL onepauus fonr
poccusi bloomberg’]




2. 3. Labels in the Foreign Policy Dimension on Telegram:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

27916

17057

13763

5792

4343

3233

2436

1987

1831

1757

Label

References to
Western media

Western military
support

References to
other (pro)Russian
sources

Denazification’

Western sanctions
against Russian
industry sectors

Restrictions on
online/social
media/streaming
content

Destruction of
Western equipment

G20 summit

Ukrainian attacks

Western companies
withdrawing from
Russia

Description

Paragraphs that refer to articles/
statements/opinions published in
Western media

Paragraphs that refer to the volume
and types of military equipment
received by Ukraine and reports on
its deployment on the battlefield

Paragraphs that make reference to
Russia’s MOD, milbloggers, military
experts, and other sources

Paragraphs that refer to
‘denazification’ and achieving
victory

Paragraphs that refer to the
Western sanctions against retail,
aviation, banking, car and other
sectors of Russian industry

Paragraphs that refer to restrictions
by Russian authorities or online/
streaming channels imposed on
politically sensitive content

Paragraphs that specifically refer
to reports on the destruction of
Western equipment

Paragraphs that refer to the 2023
G20 Summit

Paragraphs that refer to reports on
the successful Ukrainian missile/
drone attacks on Russian targets

Paragraphs that refer to Western
companies that withdrew from
Russia or halted their operations in
the country

Examples

[‘MHeHue nogennTbcs aBTOP aMepUKaH-
ckuin usganue forbes’; ‘nucatb new york
times ccbinika aMeprKaHCKUn 3anagHbln
odurumManbHbIN NNUO'; ‘yKpanHa yrpoxarb 3a-
nagHbiin 6aHK nucaTb raseta financial times’;
‘3€M1EHCKUIA 3a9BUTb MHTEPBBIO aMEPUKaH-
CKuin raseta the wall street journal’]

[‘BCY HAHeCTN yaap MOCT rpaHuLia Kpbim
paketa storm shadow’; ‘UCTOUYHMK MECTO
nucatb paketa storm shadow KpbIM’; ‘yaapbl
paketa storm shadow “BblgatoT” 3anagHas
pa3Benka’]

[‘cnukep rocgyma BsiyecnaB BONOAUH
Hanucartb telegram kaHane’; ‘rfemMa MUPHbI
[OrOBOP ANOHUSA POCCUS 3aKPbITb 3a5BUTb
mMua pd’; ‘NyTUH BbICTynaTb obpaLleHne
ataka 6eCrnuIOTHUK MOCKOBCKUIA PErNOH’;
‘YKpauHCcKue cMu cooblaTb pakeTa ogecca
NbBOB noanucatbes zvezdanews')]

[‘neHaundmrkaums’; ‘mornnunsauns’; ganobe-
[le poCCcUs yKpavHa rocayMa CBO 3aKOH z;
‘nobepa nobena’]

['HaunoHanu3npoBaTb OTNPaBNTL 3anafj
camonéT boeing airbus netatb poccunckuii
aBMakoMnaHus’; ‘samsung yaanutb 6ykea
Z’; ‘UBS Credit Suisse cnencteue Bnactm
CLAY]

[‘meta 3anpetntb pd pecypc’; ‘npeactasu-
Tenb mug péd 3axapoB uHdGopmaums google
3abnokunposatb youtube kaHan rocgyma
nyma TB’; ‘6N10KMPOBKA’; ‘KOHTEHT'.]

['YHMUTOXWTb ABA yKPaNHCKMX 6ecnmnoT-
Hbll neTaTenbHbIA annapat’, ‘YHUUTOXNUTb
60eBas MalLnHa XuBas cuna’l

['MMHWUCTP MHOCTPaHHbIV Aeno poccus
ceprei naBpoB camMmut g20’; ‘3eneHCKuii
NNaHWPOBaTb NMPUHATL yYacTUe CaMMuT
g20’; ‘npobnema yyactue nytmH cammut g20
naBpoB’]

[‘paiioH opecca couUTb yaapHbIi 6nna
bayraktar th2; ‘6ecnunoTHuK’; ‘pasBenbiBa-
TeNbHbIN']

['mcdonald ‘s pelwmnTb OKOHYaTENBHO YITH
poccust’; ‘starbucks’, ‘cetr), ‘OpeHa’]
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2. 4. Labels in the ‘Liberated Areas’ Dimension on Telegram:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

78117

77377

19865

14723

48396

6702

6027

3767

2955

2254

100

Label

Accusations of
war crimes against
Ukrainians

Russian air attacks

Reports from the
frontlines

Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power
Plant

Integration of the
‘liberated areas’

References to
Western media

References to
other (pro)Russian
sources

Ukrainian attacks

Destruction
of Western
equipment

Restrictions on
online/social
media/streaming
content

Description

Paragraphs that refer to reports
about Ukrainian forces conducting
war crimes

Paragraphs that refer to reports
on the successful Russian missile/
drone attacks on Ukrainian targets

Paragraphs that refer to
developments on the front and
within the ‘liberated areas’

Paragraphs that refer to reports on
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant

Paragraphs that refer to ‘support’
and integration of ‘liberated areas’
into Russian Federation

Paragraphs that refer to articles/
statements/opinions published in
Western media

Paragraphs that make reference to
Russia’s MOD, milbloggers, military
experts, and other sources

Paragraphs that refer to reports on
the successful Ukrainian missile/
drone attacks on Russian targets

Paragraphs that specifically refer
to reports on the destruction of
Western equipment

Paragraphs that refer to restrictions
by Russian authorities or online/
streaming channels imposed on
politically sensitive content

Examples

[‘ceMb YenoBek paHUTL pe3ynbTaT yaap BCy
[OHeLK rnaea AHp'; ‘B pesynbtat 06CcTpen Bcy
HOBBbI KAXOBKa NOCTPaAaTh MUPHbIA XUTEND';
‘IHP CYTKW MUPHbIN XWUTEeNb NOrMOHYTb pe3y/b-
TaT 06CTPEN CTOPOHA BCY'; ‘BCY LieNieHanpaBneH-
HO 6UTb MO rPaXxXAaHCKUM o6bekTam’]

[‘noaTBEpPANTL A@HHBIM PAKETHbIV yaap BKC pdh
3aMopoXbe NOPa3nTb 06 LEKT BOEHHbIN UH-
dpacTpykTypa NPOTUBHUK'; ‘MHOrOYNCNEHHbIV
NOBPEXAEHNE NONYYUTb XUNOW 4OM 0OBEKT
rpaXaaHCcKnin MHGPaCcTpyKTypa nocTpaaatb ABa
YyenoBek’; ‘BO3AYLUHbIA TpeBOra 06bABUTL NATb
PErnoH ykpanHa']

[‘B xapbKkoB’; ‘3anopoxbe’; ‘nanobene ykpanHa
poccua aeHaundukaLma Mapuynons’; ‘yTpeHHui
cBoaka 06CcTpen neBobepexne XePCOHCKMUM
o6nactb’]

[‘peLeHne 6e30nacHOCTb 3aMOPOXCKMUIA @3¢
HalTW KOHeLl rog rnaBa Marata’; ‘MMCCUs MaraTa
3amnopoOXCKUiA aac’]

NpaBUTENBCTBO POCCUS HAaNPaBWUTb PEMMOH 8

MApa py6/b Lenb HOBbI TeppUTOpUs’; ‘BNacTb

NPUHATbL BI04XET XePCOHCKUIA 06nacTb 2023
o

roa’; ‘aBakyaums’; ‘NeHCUOHHBIR’; ‘CoUManbHbIi;
‘rymaHuTapHaammuccus’.

[‘reuters 3eneHCKM NOCETUTb XEPCOH’; ‘YKPauH-
CKVe BOEHHbIN HECTU TAXENbIA NoTeps AoH6acc
nucatb the new york times’; ‘ykpanHa xaatb
pecny6nvkaHckunii 3uma the washington post’;
‘POCCUINCKMIA BOEHHbIV HaYaTb HacCTynieHne
XapbKOBCKMIA 06nacTb nucatk the guardian’]

['MecTHbIV telegram KaHanbl’; ‘UCTOYHMK
telegram kaHan MUHUCTEPCTBO 34paBOOXPaHe-
HMe XepCOHCKUI 06nacT’; ‘CBOAKa NPeACTaBU-
TENbCTBO NHP']

[>knTenb ceBacTonosnb CO06LaTbh FPOMKUIA
B3pbIB’; ‘yAap MOCT XePCOHCKUA 06/1aCTb HaHe-
CTh pakeTa storm shadow’; ‘nepBbIi npumeHe-
Hue bayraktar tb2 goH6acc’; ‘3a NponT CyTKu
MHPOPMaLMa NpeCcTaBUTENbCTBO CLIKK AHP
NPOTUBHWK BbINYCTUTb ABECTM 6oenpunac pc3o
rpaa CTBOJIbHbIV apTunaepms kannép 155 152
122 MM 120-MM MUHOMET']

['BC pd yHWMUTOXUTL TaHK leopard BCy 3anopox-
CKWUW HanpaBneHune’; ‘yHnytoxeHne 6mn bradley
noapasaeneHune 3anopoXCcKuini HanpasneHne’;
‘BC pd YHUUTOXMNTb AHP PAANONOKALMOHHbIN
CcTaHuus KoHTpbaTapenHblin 6opbba Nponseoa-
cTBO cwa an tpg-50 an tpg-36']

[‘’xepcoH o6nacTb OTKNOYUTB instagram
facebook’; ‘nestenbHoctb facebook instagram
3anpeTtutb Tepputopus pd’; ‘3akpbliTb youtube
Tepputopus p¢’, ‘pockoMHag30p notpebosan ot
Google npekpaTtnTb']




No

18

19

20

Appendix 3: Keywords Used to Divide the Official

Communication Dataset into Four
Dimension-Focused Subsets

Military

BOEHHbIN

BOEHHOCNYXaLLnin

6oeBoW

noaroToBka

MyHKT

OoKpyr

noapasneneHune

TeXHUKa

obecnevyeHune

BOWCKO

dnot

cnyx6a

060poHa

MNPOTUBHUK

MOPCKON

onepaumna

BOWHa

3awmTa

BOOPYXM1Tb

apmus

Count

90056

51299

35674

27761

27393

24768

23224

22954

20789

19492

19329

19146

17658

17204

16635

15651

14429

14128

13538

11554

Economic

3KOHOMMYECKHNI

0TEeYeCTBEHHbIN

TEXHUYECKUI

CTpOUTE/IbCTBO

KayecTBoO

3KOHOMUKa

npons3BoacTBoO

KOMMaHna

py6:b

PbIHOK

6oaxet

TexHonorus

npeanpustne

dWHaHCOBbIN

nosbllWeHne

6u3Hec

06bEM

oTpacsb

o6opynoBaHune

pocrt

Count

21086

10973

10919

10860

10696

10593

9240

9033

8375

8364

8257

7846

7519

7419

7219

6380

6331

6282

6126

6031

Foreign

MEXAYHapPOAHbIN

6e30nacHOCTb

OTHOLWeEHNe

CTOpOHa

COTPYAHWNYECTBO

MUp

MHOCTPaHHbIN

Cuwa

3anagHbin

OOH

yrposa

HaTo

A0oroeop

eBpona

cornawexHune

avanor

ABYCTOPOHHWI

amepuKaHCKui

KOHPAMKT

TpeboBaHne

Count

36595

30335

24591

23026

19375

18600

18331

18079

13952

13043

6986

6880

6797

6754

6609

6577

6431

6261

6137

5993

Liberated

pecny6nvka

CoCTaB

pe6EeHoK

noMoLLb

ropoa

pexum

onepauuna

ryMaHWTapHbIN

HapoAHbI

3awmTa

Xutenb

KOHTPO/b

HaceneHue

rpaxgaHcKuin

6exeHel

oM

OOHeLUKuUI

BOCCTaHOBNEHNE

MECTHbIN

KOHOANKT

Count

45958
25202
22922
20932
18508
17317
15651
15258
14129
14128
10409
10241
10134
9402
8588
8482
7901
7600
6737

6137

101




Appendix 4. Labels of the Official Communication

Topics in Each Dimension

4. 1. Labels in the Military Dimension in the Official Communication:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

15857

9850

4460

2895

2735

102

Labels

Trainings/
readiness
across
Russian
military

Trainings/
readiness in
the Central
Military
District

International
military
trainings/
games

Trainings/
readiness in
the Eastern
Military
District

Destruction
of Ukrainian
forces

Description

Paragraphs that refer to mil-
itary training and readiness
activities across the Russian
armed forces, including
details about exercises,
participation of personnel,
use of equipment, etc.

Paragraphs that refer to
training and readiness activ-
ities within the Central Mili-
tary District, such as combat
training involving motorised
rifle units and simulated
enemy engagement, or
anti-terrorism exercises

Paragraphs that refer to
international military training
and events, such as the
Army-2022 International
Games, featuring the par-
ticipation of Russian Armed
Forces personnel in compe-
titions and activities

Paragraphs that refer to
training and readiness activ-
ities in the Eastern Military
District, including engineer-
ing exercises, live-fire exer-
cises conducted by various
military units and combined
arms formations etc.

Paragraphs that describe
the reported destruction of
Ukrainian forces and equip-
ment, including personnel
losses, armoured vehicles,
artillery systems, and am-
munition depots, in various
regions such as Donetsk
and Kharkiv

Examples

['’xof 3aHATME BOEHHOCYXALLNIA BbINOMHUTL HOPMATHB';
MeponpusaTe 60eBO NOArOTOBKa NPUHATL yyactne 100
BOEHHOCNYXaLnii 3aaencTeoBaTh 10 eanHuLa TEXHUKA';
‘3aBEpLUEHVE 3aHATNE BOEHHOC/YXALLMNA cAaTb HOPMAaTHB
NpUMeHeHne CpeacTBO MHAMBUAYANbHbIN 3aLLMTa")]

[‘coenmnHeHne CBA3b LIeHTPabHbIVi BOEHHBbIV OKPYT LiBO
AMCIOUMPOBaTb HOBOCMBUPCKMIA 06/1aCTb COCTOATLCS
TPEHWPOBKA NPOTUBOAENCTBUE TEPPOPU3M’, ‘BOEHHOCY-
XaLLmnii MOTOCTPE/NKOBBIN COeANHEHNE LeHTPasbHbIN BO-
€HHbIW OKPYT LIBO AMC/IOLMPOBaTb KEMEPOBCKMUA 06/1aCTb
YHUUTOXWTb OPOHETEXHWUKA YCNOBHbIN MPOTUBHWK XOf,
NPaKTUYeCKUit 3aHATHE 60EBOI NOArOTOBKA'.]

[‘cbopHas KoMaHAa BOOPYXWUTb CUNa POCCUACKNIA depne-
pauus pamka y4actme MexayHapOoAHbI 3Tan KOHKYpC
BOVH MUP apMenCcKnili MexayHapoaHbli urpa apmu-2022
NPMObLITE MECTO NPOBEAEHNE KOHKYPC apMeHHUs’, ‘BOEH-
HOCNYXaLL i rpaXxAaHCKUA nepcoHan BC pd NpuHATL
yyacTue moTonpober NoCBATUTL MEXAYHapPOLHbI BOEH-
HbI TeXHUYeCKni popym MBTD apmnsa-2022 apMeickuii
MexayHapogaHblii urpa 2022 rog apmu-2022’)

[‘aBMaunOHHbIN NogpasaeneHme o6beanHeHNe’, ‘BOEH-
HOCNyXaLlnil 06LeBONCKOBON 06beANHEHNE BOCTOYHBbIN
BOEHHbI OKPY BBO AUCAOLMPOBATL NPUMOPCKUI Kpan
NPOBECTU 3aHATNE NHXEHEPHbIV MOArOTOBKA', ‘BOEHHOC-
NnyXalwui nogpasaeneHme ceasb 06LWeBOCKOBON 06be-
LUHEHVE BOCTOYHbI BOEHHbI OKPYr BBO AMCIOLMPOBaTh
NPVYMOPCKMIA Kpail COCTOATLCSA TPEHWPOBKA OpraHM3aumns
CBS13b MPOWTW NYHKT NOCTOSIHHBIN ANCIOKALMS COeanHe-
HWe BOMHCKMI YacTb apmuns’)]

[‘NnoTepst NPOTUBHMK CYTKM HanpaB/ieHne cocTaBnTb 60
YKPanHCKNUX BOEHHOCNYXaLLmnii ABa 60eBOR GPOHNPOBAH-
HbI MaLLMHa TPU N1Kan Tpu aBToMo6mab raybuua a-20
HacenuTb NyHKT BOAAHOE AOHELKNIA HApOAHbIV pecny-
6111MKa YHUYTOXUTL Cknag 6oenpunac 72-i mexaHn3unpo-
BaTb 6puraga BCY’, ‘CYyTKMN HanpaBneHne YHUUTOXMUTb 60
YKPaVHCKNX BOEHHOCNYXaLwnii ABa 60eBON 6POHNPOBaAH-
HbIi MaLIMHa TPY aBTOMOOMNL raybuua A-20 camoxofHbli
apTUINEPUACKNIA YCTAHOBKA MBO3/AMKa paioH HacenuTb
MYHKT KNC/IOBKA XapbKOBCKUI 061aCTb YHUYTOXUTL CKNaA
6o0enpwunac 14-in mexannsmpoBatb 6puraga scy’]




Total
Number of
Paragraphs

1466

1285

1164

860

811

Labels

Trainings/
readiness
of the Baltic
Fleet

Trainings/
readiness of
electronic
warfare/

air defence
forces

Trainings/
readiness in
the Southern
Military
District

Russian hu-
manitarian/
peacekeep-
ing missions

Russian
humanitarian
and peace-
keeping
missions in
Syria

Description

Paragraphs that refer to
training and readiness
activities within the Baltic
Fleet, including missile
strike exercises, tactical and
special drills, planned live-
fire exercises conducted by
various units stationed in
the Kaliningrad region etc.

Paragraphs that refer to
training and readiness ac-
tivities of electronic warfare
and air defense forces,
including exercises on
protecting military targets
from drone attacks and
drills on deploying modern
EW systems in regions like
the Sverdlovsk and Eastern
Military Districts

Paragraphs that refer to
training and readiness ac-
tivities of electronic warfare
(EW) and air defense forces,
including exercises on
protecting military targets
from drone attacks and drills
on deploying modern EW
systems

Paragraphs that refer to
claimed Russian humani-
tarian and peacekeeping
missions, including medical
assistance to soldiers and
civilians, the distribution of
humanitarian aid to local
populations etc.

Paragraphs that refer to
claimed Russian humani-
tarian and peacekeeping
efforts in Syria, including
the return of refugees from
other countries, with details
on the number of people
crossing through border
points

Examples

[‘noapaspeneHne pakeTHbI COEAMHEHNE aPMEVICKNIA KOP-
nyc 6antTuickuii GnoT AMCAOUMPOBAaTL KaNMHUHIPaACKNUI
061acTb NPOBECTU TPEHUPOBKA YNpaB/ieHNe PakeTHbIN
yaap NOMUIroH PErnoH’, ‘NOIMroH KanWHWHIPaACKuii
o6nacTtb nogpasfgeneHne CBA3b apMenckuii kopnyc 6an-
TUIACKUIA GNOT NPOBECTN TAKTUKO CMeLnanbHbIR yYeHne',
‘BOEHHOC/TY>ALLUWNIA MOTOCTPE/TKOBbLIN NOMOK apMENCKUIN
Kopnyc 6anTnickuii GnoT NPOBECTU NNaHOBbIV 60eBOWA
cTpenbba NOAUrOH KalMHWHIPAACKMin 06nacTb’.]

[‘cneunanuct nogpasaeneHve pagnosNeKTPOHHbI
60pbba P36 BOCTOYHbIN BOEHHbIN OKPYr BBO 0TpaboTaTb
BOMPOC NPUKPbITUE BOEHHbIN 06beKT yaap 6eCcnunoTHbI
aBunaLmMs yCNOBHbIN NPOTUBHUK', ‘NOIMIOH CBEPANOBCKUIA
0611aCTb BOEHHOCYXaLLMin Noapa3aeneHne pagmos-
NEKTPOHHbIN 60pbba P36 LeHTPabHbIA BOEHHbIA OKPYT
LiBO NPOBECTW TPEHNPOBKA NPUMEHEHNE COBPEMEHHbI
Komnnekc pab’]

[‘BOEHHbIV 6a3a I0XHbIA BOEHHbIA OKPYT 0BO COCTOATLCSH
nosfeBoi c60p KOMaHAMP NoApa3aenieHne’, ‘BoeHHbln 6asa
I0XHbI BOEHHbI OKPYT I0BO apMEHUS NPOBECTU €ANHDIN
[AeHb cneunannucT MeanUMHCKKI cnyx6a’, ‘BOeHHOCNYXa-
LA BOEHHBIV 6a3a I0XHbIA BOEHHbI OKPYT I0BO apMEHUS
NPOBECTH 3aHATUE BOEHHO MNOIMTUYECKUIA NOATOTOBKA']

[‘BOEHHbIV MEAMK 3BaKyMpPOBaTb BOEHHOCTYXALLNM
MWPHBIA XUTENb HEBO3MOXHbI OKa3aTb MeANLMHCKINIA
NMOMOLLb MECTO CaHUTaPHbIN BEPTONET aBTOMOGW/bHbIN
TPaHCMNOPT', ‘MECTHbIN XNTeNb nobnarogapuTb POCCUINCKNIA
BOEHHbIN MEMK 0Ka3aTb MEANLMHCKNIA NOMOLLY, ‘TYMaHu-
TapHbI rpy3 pacnpefenvTb nepenath HyXAaTbCs XUTenb
oyepeab MECTHbIN XuUTenb Nnobnarogapute POCCUACKUIA
BOEHHOC/YXAaLLMA OKa3aTb MOMOLLb']

[‘npoiiT cyTKM cupuincknii apabekuii pecnybnuka
TEPPUTOPUS MHOCTPAHHBIV FOCYAapCTBO BepHYThCS 100
6eXeHeL YNCNOo NMBaH NYHKT NPOMNYyCK aXxaanaet s6yc
TeNNb Kanax 97 yen. Yncno xeHuwmHa 29 pebérHok 50
MNOPAAHNS NMYHKT NPOMYCK HACMO TPU YEN. YNCNO XKEHLLMHA
1 pebEHOK 2’, ‘NPONTH CYTKN CUPUINCKNIA apabCKuii pecny-
61MKa TEPPUTOPUS MHOCTPAHHBI FOCYAapCTBO BEPHYTLCS
43 6exeHel, YNCno NMBaH NYHKT MPONYCK AXAanaet

A6yC Tennb Kanax 29 yen. Yncno XeHwmHa 9 pebéHok 15
MopAaHNsa MyHKT NPOMYCK HAacKu6 14 Yen. YNCO XEHLUMNHA
5 pe6éHok 9]
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4. 2. Labels in the Economic Dimension in the Official Communication:

Total
Number of
Paragraphs

14206

11004

3683

1841

884

104

Labels

Economy
planning and
development

Development
of domes-

tic projects
and related
international
cooperation

Official dis-
course on the
state of Rus-
sian economy

Energy security

Development

of the Eurasian
Economic Un-

ion (EAEU)

Description

Paragraphs that refer Russia’s stra-
tegic goals and economic planning,
including the achievement of key
objectives such as strengthening
technological and financial sover-
eignty, advancing infrastructure,
reducing poverty etc.

Paragraphs that discuss the develop-
ment of domestic projects in Russia,
in such areas as demographics,
social support, family housing

Paragraphs that refer to discussions
about Russia’s economic perfor-
mance and development focusing on
presenting statistical achievements,
regional economic dynamics, and
government measures aimed at mar-
ket expansion, attracting investment,
etc.

Paragraphs that refer to energy
security as the key sector in the
economics and highlighting efforts to
ensure technological independence,
develop unified energy markets,
strengthen infrastructure. They
emphasise these measures as vital
to safeguarding Russia’s economic
sovereignty and advancing strategic
goals

Paragraphs that refer to the develop-
ment of the EAEU, focusing on issues
like Russia’s priorities during its 2023
chairmanship, key issues on the
EAEU’s international agenda

Examples

['ucTopus yuntb poccus caaBaTbCs yCNOBKE A0-
CTUraTb LieNlb BbIMOMHUTb LWECTb CTPaTErMYeCcKuin
3aflayva NpesnaeHT NOCTaBUTb cUCTeMa Ny6ANYHbIN
B/1IACTb POCCUS HANMOMHWTb NEPBbIN BbIBOL HOBbI
YPOBEHb B3aUMOAENCTBMNE KNIOYEBOW NapTHEP
BTOPOW 3afa4a yKpenseHne TeXHONOrnyeckKui
CyBepeHWTET TPeTuin LieNlb obecneyeHne GuHaHco-
Bblil CyBEpPEHUTET CTpaHa YeTBEPTLIN onepexaTb
pa3BuUTME MHPPACTPYKTYPa PEMMOH NATbIN LeNb
CHVXeHne 6eAHOCTb HEPaBEHCTBO LIECTON Nof-
AEepXKa MaTePUHCTBO AETCTBO BaXHbIN HE3aBUCUMO
04epE&aHOCTb NPEANOXNTb BbINOMHEHNE 3a4a4a
06ecneymnTb BbIXo CTPaHa Ka4eCTBEHHO HOBbIN
YPOBEHb 3KOHOMUYECKNA TEXHONOTNYECKNA pa3Bu-
TMe 61arococTosiHMe rpaxaaHnH’]

[‘cy6beKT poccuiicknin penepaumns BMecTe peanu-
30BaTb C/IOXHbIVi NPOEKT Aemorpadus counanbHbii
noaaepxKa cemMbsi CTPOUTENbCTBO 06BEM CTPOU-
TebCTBO YNOMSAHYTb JOCTATOYHO 60/IbLLO YNACIO
CTPOUTENBLCTBO COLMAIbHbIV 06BEKT PEryNApHbI
OCHOBA BULE MPEMbEP KOMNETEHLMSA MapaT Lua-
KNUP3AHOBUY XYCHYNNMNH NPOBOANTL COOTBETCTBYIO-
LM COBelLLaHne CPOK CTPOUTENbCTBO BbINOMHEHNE
nokasaTe/lb 3aKpenuTb Balll yKa3 coxaneHune psa
cyOBbeKT poccuinckuin depepauns BpemMs BO3HUKaTb
Tema CBf3aTb NepeHOC 06BbEKT BNPaBo’]

[‘cornacHo cTatCcTUYeCcKnin AaHHbIM 2021 rog 06bEM
PbIHOK cOCTaBuTb 9,2 Mnpa py6/1b NepBbI NONYro-
ave 2022 rop pocT arpocTpaxoBaHUs rocnoanepx-
Ka NPOAOIKUTECH MPOrHO3 06BEM PbIHOK UTor 2022
roa 10,5 mnpa py6nb’, ‘06bEM MHBECTULNS OCHOBHOM
kanutan 2021 roa 5KOHOMUKa apXaHrenbCkuii
o6nacTtb coctaBuTb 106,2 Mnpa py6ib CHUXEHNE
cpaBHeHue 2020 rog cocTtaBuTb 7,8 NpoLEHT cono-
CcTaBMMbI LieHa nopsagok 2,0 mapa pyonb']

[‘poccuitickunii degepaumns HaMepPEHHbIN yaenuTb
0CO6bIii BHUMaHWe COAeNCTBME peannsanns CTonTb
easc MacluTabHbIi 3agava obecneyeHme TeXHo-
NOrMYECKUIA HE3aBUCUMOCTb KNIIOYEBOW CEKTOP
35KOHOMMKa NPOA0BOLCTBEHHbIN 6€30MacHOCTb
undpoBoi TpaHchopmMaumsa GopmupoBaHme o6LniA
3HEPreTnyeCcknin GUHaAHCOBbLIN PbIHOK Pa3BUTUE
TPaHCMNOPTHbIA MHPPACTPYKTYpa HapaluMBaHne
Hay4YHbI MONOAEXHbIN O6OMEH NOOLPEHNE UHBECTU-
LIMOHHbBIN AEATENBHOCTL NOAYEPKMBATLCSA TEKCT
3asBneHue’]

['xon 6ecea OCHOBHbI BHUMaHWE NNaHUPOBAaTbLCS
YyAENWUTb NPUOPUTET NpefcefaTelbCTBO POCCUMCKMIA
depepaumns 2023 rog opraH eBpasmnnCKUii 3KOHO-
MWYECKHMI1 COKO3 €a3C BONPOC MeXAYHaPOAHbIi
noBeCTKa easc’, ‘pa3BuTME eBPa3UNCKNA SKOHOMU-
YeCKMWn Coo3 easc eBpasac’]




Total
Number of
Paragraphs

861

809

764

637

263

Labels

Development
of civilian infra-
structure

Development
of military infra-
structure

(Accounts

on) adopted
regulations and
implemented
projects

Russian econo-
my in the con-
text of Western
sanctions

State support
and benefits

Description

Paragraphs that refer to efforts to im-
prove essential public services, such
as housing, utilities, and education
facilities, inncluding the maintenance
of heating systems, construction and
repair of schools and kindergartens

Paragraphs that refer to efforts to
assess and maintain buildings and
facilities within military towns. These
include inspections of communal
services, barracks, and housing
stock, ensuring the functionality of
engineering systems and equipment

Paragraphs that discuss the imple-
mentation of regulations, highlighting
the adoption of important legislative
measures and the execution of key
projects. These sections focus on
how these regulations and projects
contribute to the country’s develop-
ment and operational progress

Paragraphs that discuss the steps
taken by Russian authorities to
mitigate the effects of sanctions
imposed on the country, focusing

on the resilience of the Russian
economy and addressing topics
such as the performance of industrial
enterprises, the push for import
substitution, etc.

Paragraphs that discuss financial
assistance and benefits provided

to citizens, including support for
families, aid for participants in the
so-called ‘special military operation,’
and funding allocated to regional
initiatives

Examples

[‘cneunanuct XmMnuwHoO KOMMyHanbHbIA cnyxo6a N°
6 r. ctaBpononb unuan depgepansHblil rocygap-
CTBEHHbIN 610AXETHbIN yupexaeHue oroy LeH-
TPanbHbIN XUANLLHbI KOMMYHaNbHbIA yripaBneHne
LPKKY MUHOGOPOHbI POCCUS I0XKHbIV BOEHHbIA OKPYT
IOBO 3aBEPLUNTb OTONUTE/bHbIV NEpUoS 06beKT
HaXxoAuTbCsA 06CNyXNBaHME ]

[’xoa 0CMOTP COBMECTHO NPeACTaBUTENb BOUHCKUIA
YacTb cneumnanuct obcneaoBaTh 34aHne coopy-
XEHWe Hannyme noBpexaeHne TpeLimHa o6bekT
KOMMYHanbHbIV X0391MCTBO OOBbEKT Ka3apMEHHbI
XWUNWLLHbBIA GOHA BOGHHbBIN rOPOAOK [AaTb OLEHKa
COCTOSIHME UHXEHEPHbIN cuctema obopyaoBaHue’]

[‘B.NYTUH HOBbLIN KAYECTBO NOHUMATL', ‘B.MYTUH Kaye-
CTBO ynpaBneHue’, ‘B.nyTMH 060pyaoBaHNe’]

[‘06cyaunTb counanbHO SKOHOMUYECKUIA CUTYaLus
pernoH pabota NPOMbILLNEHHbIV NPeAnpuUaATHe ank
obecneyeHne uUMNopTo3ameLLeHne y4éT peanms
HaxoAMTbCs CTPaHa’, ‘PasHblii KOMNaHWSA BAaAUMMUP
BNaAMMUPOBUY HEOO/bLION PErMOHaNbHbI KOMMNa-
HWSt OTHOCUTbCS CerMeHT Mcn npeanpuatne 20 rog
nmaep oTpacib CyTb KPYMHbIA SKCMOPTEP BXOAUTb
CMUCOK KPYMHbIA YaCTHbIA KOMNaHUA']

[‘nonpaBka 6t04XeTHbI KOAEKC PacLuMpUTb BO3-
MOXHOCTb PErMoH GpUHaHCUPOBAHNE COLMANbHO
3HaYMMbI NPOEKT OTMETUTL NpeacefaTesb ra Bave-
cnaB BONOAMH’, ‘K/TIOYEBOM NpuopuTeT 610AXeT Co-
LiManbHbl nopaepxka rpaxaaHuH ceMbsi pe6EHOK
OTMETUTb NpeacefaTesb ra BaYecsaB BOMOANH'.]
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4. 3. Labels in the Foreign Policy Dimension in the Official

Communication:
Total
Number of Label
Paragraphs
16942 Explaining
the Russian
‘special
military
operation’
inthe
international
arena
13359 Russia’s
efforts to
sustain

international
cooperation

6210 Development
of (bilateral)

relations

5083 International
military
trainings/
games

1446 Russian
humanitarian/
peacekeeping
missions in
Syria

106

Description

Paragraphs that refer to Rus-
sia’s attempts to justify the
‘special military operation’ in
Ukraine on the international
stage, including diplomat-

ic efforts in bilateral and
multilateral diplomacy, as
well as within international
organisations

Paragraphs that describe
Russia’s efforts to maintain
and strengthen international
cooperation, particularly in
response to the economic
sanctions and efforts to
isolate the country; these
include activities through
various international and re-
gional platforms, promotion
of a new ‘multipolar world
order’

Paragraphs that refer to
the ongoing bilateral talks
and cooperation in various
sectors such as defence,
security, trade, culture,
and humanitarian affairs,
including preparation for
high-level meetings and
engagements

Paragraphs that focus on
Russia’s participation in and
organisation of interna-
tional military trainings and
games, including events
like the Army International
Games (such as the 2022
edition) and the Army-2022
Military-Technical Forum

Paragraphs refer to claimed
Russian humanitarian and
peacekeeping efforts in
Syria, with particular focus
on the return of displaced
individuals to Syrian terri-
tory (data on the number
of people who have been
repatriated)

Examples

['ykpanHa goHb6acc NpoaoMKaThCa cneunanbHbiil BOEH-
HbIVi onepauuns Lenb 3agada 3alumta AHp NHP AeMUInTa-
pv3aumns AeHaundrKauns yKpavnHa ycTpaHeHue yrposa
6€30MaCcHOCTb POCCUS LOCTUTHYTb COK3HBIN CUna
poccus pecny6nuka foHbacc Aenatb n3bexatb XepTsa
MWPHbIA HACENEHNEe HAHOCUTb YAap NCKMOYNTENBHO
BOEHHbIN LieNb BbICOKOTOYHbIN OpyXue’]

xop 6ecefja CoCTOATLCH OOMEH MHEHNE aKTyasbHbI BO-
NPOC POCCUNCKO AMOHCKMUIN OTHOLLIEHNE YNCIO KOHTEKCT
NPOABUXEHNE NOMTUYECKUIA ANaNOr pa3BuTHE TOProBo
SKOHOMMWYECKUI COTPYAHNYECTBO B3aMMOAENCTBNE
MEeXAYHapPOAHbIN apeHa’, ‘xoa 6eceaa o6CcyanTb Npak-
TUYECKMIN BOMPOC AanbHEeRLWnin pa3sBmuTme poOCCMnCKo
M3PanNbCKUi OTHOLIEHWE NOAAEPXaHNE PEryNAPHbINA
NONUTUYECKNIA ANANOT akTyaslbHbIN MeXAYHaPOAHbIN
pernoHanbHbIi NpobnemaTrka paclumpeHme B3anmo-
[leiCTBME TOProBO SKOHOMUYECKUIN IyMaHWUTaPHbI
Hay4HbIA UHbIX chepa’]

[‘cTopoHa noapo6HO 06CYANTb aKTyabHbIi BONPOC
[IBYCTOPOHHWIA OTHOLLEHWNE pa3BUTME B3anMoaencTeme
TOProBO 3KOHOMUYECKNIN KYNbTYPHbIV FYMaHUTaPHbIN
chepa xof NOAroToBKa NPEACTOATb KOHTAKT BbICOKUIA
BbICOKMI YPOBEHb B T.4. MHOTOCTOPOHHMWIA NAoWwaaKka’]

[‘apmerickunii MmexayHapoaHbl urpa 2022 rog NnponTh
nepuog 13 27 aBrycrt C.r Xxo4 Urpa niaHMpoBaTbCs Npo-
BeCTU 36 MeXAYHapOAHbIN KOHKYPC, ‘MPUHATL y4acTne
OTKPbITUE MEXAYHAPOLHbIA BOEHHO TEXHUYECKM
dopym apmus-2022’, ‘c6opHast KOMaHAa BOOPYXMUTb
cuna poccuiickuin depepaums pamka yqactne mexayHa-
POAHbIN 3Tan KOHKYPC BOVH MUP apMeNCKunin MexayHa-
POAHbINA nrpa apmun-2022 npubbiTb MECTO NPOBEAEHME
KOHKYPC apMeHus’]

['30 ceHTs16pb 2015 1. CMPUSA TEPPUTOPUS MHOCTPAHHDI
rocyaapcTBo BepHyTbcs 1037 313 yen. yncno xeHwmHa
311337 peb6éHok 528 775’, ‘30 ceHTabpb 2015 . cupusa
TEPPUTOPUS MHOCTPAHHBI FOCYAapCTBO BEPHYTLCS 1
044100 yen. umcno xeHwwmHa 313 385 pebEHok 532
247,30 ceHT6pb 2015 1. CUpUSA TEPPUTOPUSA MHOCTPAH-
HbIl rocyfapcTeo BepHyTbcs 1057 109 yen. xeHwwmnHa
317 305 pe6éHok 538 892']




Total
Number of
Paragraphs

131

1096

913

908

895

Label

Russian
diplomatic
efforts in
Africa & the
Middle East

Activities/
initiatves
of Russian
officials

Military
trainings/
education

Russia and
energy
security

Russian
legislation
(planned and
adopted)

Description

Paragraphs that refer to
Russia’s diplomatic efforts in
Africa and the Middle East,
focusing on high-level meet-
ings and visits by Russian
Foreign Ministry officials to
various countries in these
regions

Paragraphs that refer to the
activities and initiatives of
Russian officials, focusing
on their participation in
various committees and
meetings in the area of
international affairs across
different sectors

Paragraphs that refer to the
preparation of Russian mili-
tary personnel through exer-
cises and specialised train-
ing programmes (combat
training in different regions,
participation of engineering
and sapper units in tactical
and special exercises aimed
at neutralising hypothetical
adversaries etc.)

Paragraphs that refer to
Russia’s communication on
energy security issues, such
as the safety and security
of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant (ZNPP), in the
international arena

Paragraphs that refer to
Russian legislation, both
planned and adopted,
highlighting amendments
to existing laws, including
updates to regulations on
(biological) security, educa-
tion, social and other areas

Examples

[‘20 MapT coCTOATHCS NEPEFOBOPbLI MUHUCTP MHOCTPAH-
HbI 4eN0 poccuinckmin depepaumns C.B.1aBpoBa MUHUCTP
MHOCTPaHHbIA Aeno pecnybanka apMeHuns a.c.Mnp3o-
SIHOM NMOCEeTUTb MOCKBA pabounii BU3UT', ‘15 ceHTa6pb
3aMeCcTUTeNb MUHUCTP MHOCTPAHHBIA A€N10 POCCUACKNIA
depepaums c.a.pssb6KoB BCTPETUTLCA NOCO/ apabCkui
pecny6/1Ka ermneT poCcCUMnCcKnin degepaumns H.Hara-
pw’, ‘24 aHBapb 3aMeCTUTENlb MUHUCTP MHOCTPAHHbIN
[leN10 POCCUNCKNIA eaepaumns C.B.BEPLUMHUH NPUHATD
nocosn apabckui pecnybnunka ermneT MOCKBa H.Harapwu
npocb6a’]

['MeponpusThe NPUHATL yYacTue CeHaTop Y/IeH KOMUTET
c$ o6opoHa 6e30MacHOCTb NepBbIA 3aMecTuTeNb Npea-
cepaTenb KOMUTET cb MeXAyHapOAHbI Aefo BNaguMmp
nxabapoB Axabapos’, ‘3acefaHne NpuHATb yyacTme
npeacTaBuUTeNb KOMUTET Ch 060pOHa He30MnacHOCTb
KOMUTET CH Hayka o6pa3oBaHmne KynbTypa’, ‘3acefaHune
KommuTeT ch 060poHa 6€30MacHOCTb']

[‘3 TbiC. BOEHHOCNYXALLWA rBapAENCKUNIA KPaCHO3HAMEH-
Hbl1 06LLEBONCKOBOW apMUS 3anafaHbli BOEHHbIVE OKPYT
3BO NMPUCTYNUTL 60€BOI NOArOTOBKA NO/IMIOH BOPOHEX-
CKWin 6eNropoacKuii GPSHCKUA CMONEHCKMIA 061acTy),
‘BOEHHOCYXALUNI MHXEHEPHO canépHblii nogpasaene-
HWMe rBapAevCKunii KpacCHO3HaMEHHbI 06LLEBONCKOBOMN
apMUs 3aMafHblil BOEHHbI OKPYT 3BO paMKa TaKTUKO
cneumnanbHbli y4eHUe YHUYTOXUTb YCNOBHbIA NPOTUB-
HMUK BOPOHEXCKMI1 06/1aCTh’]

[‘'oTBET OXMAATb 3aN1aHUPOBATb UIOHb C.F MEXAYHa-
POAHbIA MUCCUA MaraTa 3anopPOXCKMUIA a3C COCTOSATLCS
HaXOAUTbCHA MOCTOSAHHbIV KOHTAKT BONPOC PYKOBOACTBO
areHTCTBO U3BECTHbIV FEHANPEKTOP MaraTs cobupaTtbes
NoceTUTb CTaHUMSA MYHO', ‘o6ecneyveHne 6e30nNacHOCTb
3aMNOPOXCKUIA a3C’, ‘NOAroTOBKA MEXAYHAPOAHbIA MUC-
CUS MaraTs 3anopoXCKuii asc’)

[‘Bnagummp nyTuH noanucatb eaepantHblii 3aKoH
BHECEHWE N3MEHEHNe CcTaTbsa 5 defepanbHblii 3aKOH
6uonornyecknin 6e3onacHOCTb POCCMINCKUA degepa-
uns’, ‘BnaguMup nyTuH nognucatb peaepanbHblii 3aKOH
BHECEHWE N3MEHEHMe CcTaTbs 19 pefepanbHbIi 3aKOH
BHECEHWEe UBMEHEHWE OTAE bHbI 3aKOHOAATe bHbI akT
poccuiickuin bepepauuns’, ‘Bnagumup nyTMH nognucatb
denepanbHblii 3aKOH BHECEHUE U3MEHEHNE defepanb-
Hbl1 3aKOH 06pa3oBaHne poccuinckmin depepauns’.]
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4. 4. Labels in the ‘Liberated Areas’ Dimension in the Official

Communication:
Total
Number of Label
Paragraphs
13061 Patriotic
education
7392 Trainings/

5652

3758

3278

108

readiness in the
Central Military
District

Trainings/
readiness across
Russian military

Trainings/
readiness in the
Southern Military
District

Russian
humanitarian
and
peacekeeping
missions in Syria

Description

Paragraphs that refer

to initiatives aimed at
fostering patriotic edu-
cation among youth in
Russia and the ‘liberated’
arrears, including mili-
tary-patriotic training pro-
grammes, youth engage-
ment in military-themed
clubs, events like drawing
competitions in relation to
(military) history

Paragraphs that refer

to a variety of military
trainings and combat
readiness within the Cen-
tral Military District

Paragraphs that refere to
military training and read-
iness activities across
various branches of the
Russian Armed Forces, in-
cluding live-fire exercises,
engineering tasks, and
radiation, chemical, and
biological defense drills

Paragraphs that refer to
a variety of military train-
ings and combat readi-
ness within the Southern
Military District

Paragraphs that refer to
claimed Russian humani-
tarian and peacekeeping
missions in Syria, with fo-
cus on communicating or-
ganisation and delivery of
humanitarian aid, efforts
to rebuild infrastructure,
and the facilitation of the
return of Syrian citizens to
their homeland

Examples

[‘LeHTpanbHbIA My3ei BOOPYXWUTb CM1a POCCUIACKUI
denepauns NPONTH TOPXKECTBEHHBIN LLIePEMOHWS Harpax-
AeHune nobeanTenb KOHKYPC AETCKUIA PUCYHOK MUPHBI
He60 poccus pe6EHOK BOEHHOCYXALUMIA FPpaXAaHCKUiA
nepcoHan BOOPYXMUTb C1na poCCUncKuin depepaumns
loHapMeiiLeB BO3AYyLWHO KOCMUYECKNA CUa rof KOHKYpC
noceBATUTL 60-1eTHI0 NepBbI NONET YEeOBEK KOCMOC
OopraH13aTop KOHKYPC LieHTpanbHbIi 0duLepckuin kKnyd Bk
noanepXKa rnaBHblii KOMaHAOBaHKE BO3AYLLIHO KOCMUYe-
CKWI CUNa’, ‘KYPCaHT LEHTP CTaTb y4aCTHUK IOHAPMENCKOro
ABMXKEHNE YNeH PermoHasbHbli BOGHHO NaTPUOTUYECKHIA
Kny6 3aHATME LEHTP NPOBOANTLCS NPOdECCMOHAbHbIV
MHCTPYKTOPaMn BOEHHOCYXaLLWiA LLBO paMka obyyeHune
pe6sT chopmMmpoBaTh NporpamMma y4ebHbli c6op ocHoBa
Haya/IbHbll BOGHHbIN NOArOTOBKA BOEHHO NaTPUOTUHECKUI
CMeHa 3HaHMe NCTOPUS 0TeYecTBO']

[‘nopaxeHue uenb 3admkcMpoBaTb CPeACTBO OObEKTUBHbI
KOHTPO/B, ‘LeNb yCNeLHo nopasnTb 3aduKcupoBaTb cpes-
CTBO OOBEKTUBHbBIA KOHTPO/L, ‘CPEACTBO OO BEKTUBHbIV
KOHTPO/Ib MOATBEPAUTD Lie/b YCNELIHO NopasnTh'.]

[‘'opraHn3oBaTh 3aHATNE OrHEBOW TAKTUYECKNIA UHXEHEP-
Hbl MEOAULMHCKINIA NOArOTOBKA pX6 3aLumTa Xo4 BOEHHOC-
Ny>Xalui BbINOMHUTb HOPMATUB NPYMEHEeHNe CPeacTBO
WHAWBMAYANbHbIV 3aLMTa’, ‘BOEHHOCYXALLMWA NPOBO-
LUTbCS NPAKTUYECKUIA 3aHATUE MEANLMHCKUIA NOATOTOBKA
paanaLnOHHbIA XMMUYECKUIA BUONOrMYeCKUi 3aLmnTa’;
‘TPEHNPOBKA NPOXOAUTL PYKOBOACTBO OMbITHbIA MHCTPYK-
TOP NONY4YNTb GOEBOW OMbIT XO4 NPOBEAEHNE CneLnanbHbIi
BOEHHbI onepauns CBO yKpanHa')

[‘nom oduLEep 10XHbI BOEHHbIV OKPYT I0BO COCTOATHCS
BOEHHO NaTPUOTUYECKUIA aKLMA AeHb NPU3bIBHUK, ‘BOEH-
HbI1 6@3a I0XHbI BOEHHbIA OKPYT I0BO apMEHMS MPOBECTM
3aHATWE NNYHBIN COCTaB NEPEBOA BOOPYXXEHNE BOEHHbI
cneumnanbHbI TEXHUKA 3UMHUIA PEXUM SKCnayaTaums’,
‘CneumnanncT paamaLnoHHbIA XMMUYECKNA G1ONornyeckuin
px6 3aLmTa BOEHHbI 6@3a I0XHbIN BOEHHbIN OKPYT I0BO
NPUHATL y4acTe o6LWMin TPEHMPOBKA BOEHHOCYXaLLUIA
coefinHeHune']

[‘'opraHuzosatb npoBecTtit 3 150 rymaHUTapHbIA akuns
CUPWIACKUIA TPpaXxaaHWH 4OCTaBUTb pacnpenenntb 5758,3 1
NpPOAOBONbCTBUE BYTUNNPOBAHHOM BOAA NPeAMET NepBbI,
‘anenno camocsan akckasatop 18 okHo 10 Ky6.M kupnuy 6
Ky6.M LemeHT 950 Kr oTaenoyHblit Mmatepuan 10 T cTpou-
TeNbHblii apMaTypa BOCCTAHOB/IEHNE YeTbIpe XUI0W oM,
‘NPOWTN CYTKMN CUPUIACKNIA apabCKkuii pecnybivka TeppuTo-
PVt MHOCTPaHHBIV rocyAapcTBo BepHyThCs 100 6exeHel)
4YMCNO NMBAH NYHKT NPONYCK Axaanaet a6yc Tennb kanax
97 yen. yncno xeHwuHa 29 pe6&Hok 50 nopaaHns NyHKT
NPOMNYCK HAacU6 TPW Yen. YUCNO XeHLWMHa 1 pebEHoK 2]




Total
Number of
Paragraphs

3130

2438

1161

472

417

Label

Russian
humanitarian
‘support’ in the
‘liberated’ areas

Destruction of
Ukrainian forces

Trainings/
readiness of
electronic
warfare/air
defence forces

State support
and benefits

References to

Russian officials
speaking about
‘liberated areas’

Description

Paragraphs that describe
Russian humanitarian
‘support’in the ‘liberated’
areas, including the distri-
bution of essential goods
to local residents and
evacuation to Russia

Paragraphs detailing the
destruction of Ukrainian
forces and military equip-
ment during the ‘special
military operation,’ includ-
ing claims of eliminating
Ukrainian personnel,
armoured vehicles, artil-
lery systems, drones, and
other military assets, as
well as repelled attacks
and strikes on Ukrainian
military targets

Paragraphs that refer to
the training and readiness
of Russian electronic
warfare (EW) and air
defense forces, including
their operations during
the ‘special military oper-
ation’ (training of mobile
EW groups, tasks related
to electronic suppression
of enemy communication
and control systems etc.)

Paragraphs that refer to
Russian state support
and benefits available to
citizens both within the
country and in the ‘lib-
erated’ areas (including
child support, pensions,
assitance to participants
in the ‘special military
operation, etc.)

Paragraphs that refer

to statements made by
Russian officials, such as
the Chairman of the State
Duma, regarding ‘liber-
ated areas’ in relation to
‘the special military op-
eration’, their occupation
and annexation

Examples

[‘HacenuTb NyHKT XuUTeNb padaaBaTb NPOLOBONLCTBUE
npeameT nepBblil NepBbI ovepeab He06X0ANMbIA MOMOLLb
o6ecneunBaTbCsi CeEMbsi Pe6EHOK MECTHbIN XunTenb nobna-
roAapuTb POCCUINCKUIA BOEHHOCYXKaLLMIA OKa3aTb MOMOLLE',
‘oyepenb MECTHbIN XuTenb nobnarogaputb POCCUACKUIA
BOEHHOC/Y>KALLWA 0Ka3aTb MOMOLLL', ‘BOEHHOCYXaLLMI
0Ka3blBaTb M'YMaHUTaPHbIA MOMOLLb XWUTE/b HACENUTb
NYHKT HAXOAUTBCA AOHELKNIA 06nacTb.]

[‘npoBeneHne cneumnanbHbIl BOEHHbIA Onepauus yHUY-
TOXMTb 125 camonét 93 Beptonét 408 6ecnunoTHbIN
neTaTteNbHbIVi annapaT 227 3eHUTHbINA pakeTHbI KOMMIEKC
1987 TaHK 60€BOI GPOHNPOBAHHbIN MalWHa 216 ycTaHOB-
Ka peakTUBHbIA CCTeMa 3an1MNoBbIA OroHb 862 opyane
noneBoW apTunnepus MMHOMET 1888 eanHuua cneumans-
Hbl BOEHHbI aBTOMOOUWBbHbBIN TEXHWUKA', ‘palnioH HacenuTb
NYyHKT HOBOMMWXaNN0BKa AOHELKNIA HAPOAHbIA pecny6numka
YHUYTOXUTb CKNag 6oenpunac nogpasaenexue Bey']

[‘MO6WNBHBIV Fpynna pagnmosa1eKTPOHHbIN 6opbba pab
06beanHNUTb POCCUIMCKUIA BOEHHbI 6a3a KUprusmsa xon
TPEHMPOBKA 3aLMTUTb BOEHHbIA a3POAPOM 6ECMUNOTHbI
netateNbHbIVi annapat 61a yC/I0BHbINA NPOTUBHUK', ‘BOCKO
Paano3NeKTPOHHbIN 60pbba P36 BOOPYXWUTb CUla POCCUIA-
cKkuii depepaumns xon NnpoBefeHne cneumanbHbli BOEHHbI
onepauus NPOAOIXaTb YCNeLHO BbINOMHATL 3aA4a4a paau-
03/1EKTPOHHbIV NOAaBIEHNE CUCTEMA YNPAaBNEHNE BONCKO
OpYy>Xune NPOTUBHUK']

['KoMNNEeKCHbI COBMECTHbI paboTa HanpaBieHue NPoaon-
XWTb AO6ABUTL NEPBbI 3aMecTUTENb NpeaceaaTens ra,
‘NPOCKTL MPOAOCMKATL PaboTa YNCNO MECTHbBIN PermoHasnb-
HbIi OpraH BfacTb rOBOPUTL BCTpeYa Konsera pabotatb
pa3HbIil HanpaBeHne AeATebHOCTD ]

[‘BAYECnaB BUKTOPOBUY NpeaceaaTenb rocyaapCTBEeHHbI
ayma depepanbHblii cobpaHune poccuinckuii pepgepaumns
BOCbMOW CO3bIB MOAYEPKHYTb NO3ULINS POCCUS BOMPOC
cneuvanbHbl BOEHHbIR onepauns 3awmuta goHbacc’,
‘BYECNaB BUKTOPOBMY NpeaceaaTesb rocyAapCTBEHHbIN
ayma depepanbHblil cobpaHune poccuiickuii pepepaumns
noAYepKHyTb ropoa NPeAcTaBnsATb yrpo3a’]
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Appendix 5: Keywords Used to Divide the Television
Dataset into Four Dimension-Focused Subsets

No.

110

Military

BOEHHbI

MUp

BOWHa

opyxue

NPOTUBHUKK

TeppuTopus

60eBoOW

nosnuua

HaTo

yRap

apmus

pakeTa

060poHa

onepauys

6e30nacHOCTb

dpoHT

6oel,

6o

rpynna

Count

5207

3541

3354

2431

2334

2209

2205

1903

1767

1736

1668

1650

1550

1543

1529

1529

1458

1436

1427

Economic

eBpona

ras

BMacTb

caHKumna

nporpamma

TEeXHUKa

€BpOnencknin

3KOHOMUKa

npon3BoacTeoO

nnaH

npoeKT

KOMMaHua

passutne

3KOHOMMYECKNI

MHOCTPaHHbIN

PbIHOK

KoMnnekc

yrposa

MWUNNOH

Count

2498

1653

1646

1436

1435

1360

1279

1159

131

1122

1068

1047

948

943

919

913

869

810

776

Foreign

Clla

MUp

amepuKaHCKui

eBpona

3anag

repmaHuda

3anagHbin

rnaea

OTHOLWEeHne

BNacTb

6e30nacHoOCTb

KuTan

rpaHuua

eBponencknmn

nobena

aMepunkaHel

Apyr

BCTpeya

GangeH

Count

3589

3541

2707

2498

2265

1996

1949

1712

1704

1646

1529

1412

1337

1279

173

1165

157

153

137

Liberated

BOEHHbIN

pebéHok

AOM

MecTo

TEppPUTOPUS

obnactb

noHbacc

Xutenb

pervox

OOHeUK,
OOHeLUKNR

pavioH

MYHKT

nornéHyTb

nnaH

popora

HacenexHune

MECTHbIN

mMapuyrnosnb

noanepXxuBaTh

rpaxaaHcKui

Count

5207

2733

2664

2614

2209

2043

1813

1669

1508

1380

1320

1289

127

1122

1073

828

786

783

777

767




Appendix 6: Official Communication—
Supply of Western MBTs to Ukraine (1 January—
15 February 2023)

Date

18/01/2023

20/01/2023

25/01/2023

25/01/2023

27/01/2023

27/01/2023

02/02/2023

02/02/2023

02/02/2023

07/02/2023

08/02/2023

Source
mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

duma.gov.ru

mid.ru

kremlin.ru

duma.gov.ru

mid.ru

Title (translated from Russian)
Interview of the Ambassador of Russia to Germany S.Yu. Nechaev with Rossiyskaya Gazeta

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the OSCE M.V.
Buyakevich at a meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council

Interview of the Russian Ambassador to Poland S.V. Andreev with Izvestia

Speech by the Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation to the Vienna Negotiations
on Military Security and Arms Control K.Yu. Gavrilov at the 1033rd Plenary Session of the
OSCE Forum for Security Co-operation

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the OSCE
M.V.Buyakevich at a meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian MFA M.V. Zakharova, Moscow
Vyacheslav Volodin predicted the fate of the German “Leopards” as the fascist “Tigers”

Speech by the Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation to the Vienna Negotiations
on Military Security and Arms Control K.Yu. Gavrilov at the 1034rd Plenary Session of the
OSCE Forum for Security Co-operation

Speech by The President of Russian Federation V.V. Putin at Gala concert on the occasion of
the 80th anniversary of the defeat of the Nazi troops in the Battle of Stalingrad

Vyacheslav Nikonov: Russia is a catalyst that makes the world better and turns it into a
multipolar and fair one

Interview of the Russian Ambassador to Germany S.Yu. Nechaev with Izvestia

Appendix 7: Official Communication—Destruction of
Western Armoured Vehicles to Ukraine (1 June—15
July 2023)

Date

06/06/2023

06/06/2023

06/06/2023

21/06/2023

08/07/2023

13/07/2023

15/07/2023

Source

function.mil.ru

function.mil.ru

duma.gov.ru

kremlin.ru

mid.ru

kremlin.ru

mid.ru

Title (translated from Russian)
Statement by the Russian Ministry of Defense

Statement by the Minister of Defense of the Russian Federation, General of the Army Sergei
Shoigu

Vyacheslav Volodin: The Kyiv regime’s counteroffensive is in its second day, with no success
President V.V. Putin answers to a journalist’s question about the situation on the front

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the OSCE
M.V. Buyakevich at the OSCE Permanent Council meeting

President V.V. Putin answers to questions from media representatives

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the OSCE
M.V. Buyakevich at a meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council

1M1




Appendix 8: Official Communication—Military
Support to Ukraine (15 January—28 February 2023)

Date
15/02/2023

01/02/2023

10/02/2023

17/02/2023

22/02/2023

27/01/2023

27/01/2023

10/02/2023

25/01/2023

08/02/2023

06/02/2023

10/02/2023

04/02/2023

20/01/2023

03/02/2023

28/02/2023
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Source

council.gov.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

scrf.gov.ru

Title (translated from Russian)

539th meeting of the Federation Council

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 1 February 2023

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 10 February 2023

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 17 February 2023

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 22 February 2023

Briefing by the official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 27 January 2023

Speech by the deputy permanent representative of the Russian Federation to the
OSCE, M.V. Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council, 26 January 2023

Speech by the deputy permanent representative of the Russian Federation to the
OSCE, M.V. Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council, 9 February 2023

Speech by a member of the Russian Federation delegation to the Vienna negotiations
on military security and arms control, Y.D. Zhdanova, at the 1033rd plenary meeting of
the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation, 25 January 2023

Interview with the Russian Ambassador to Germany, S.Yu. Nechayeyv, to “Izvestia
Media Centre,” 8 February 2023

Interview with the Russian Ambassador to Denmark, V.V. Barbin, to “Rossiya
Segodnya” news agency, 5 February 2023

Interview with the Russian Ambassador to Italy, S.S. Razov, to “Rossiya Segodnya”
news agency, 9 February 2023

The official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, M.V. Zakharova,
answers a media question regarding the EU-Ukraine summit in Kyiv on 3 February

The official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, M.V. Zakharova,
answers a media question about the Ukrainian crisis

The official representative of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, M.V. Zakharova,
answers a media question regarding statements by Ukrainian government
representatives on the prospects of the country’s EU membership

Article by the deputy chairman of the Security Council of the Russian Federation,
D.A. Medvedey, for the Natsionalnaya Oborona magazine




Appendix 9: Official Communication—‘"Denazification’
(17 April-25 May 2022)
Date Source Title (translated from Russian)

17/04/2022 duma.gov.ru Vyacheslav Volodin: Zelensky’s statements aim to buy time while appealing to NATO for
military assistance

18/04/2022 mid.ru Meeting between the Russian Consul General in Hurghada and the Governor of the Qena
Province
18/04/2022 function.mil.ru Yunarmiya members in Makhachkala expressed support for Russian servicemen engaged

in the special military operation
20/04/2022 mid.ru Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 20 April 2022

20/04/2022 function.mil.ru An expanded session of the Presidium of the Admiralty Coordination Council of Navy
Veterans’ Organisations was held in St. Petersburg

20/04/2022 kremlin.ru Meeting of the Supervisory Board of the “Russia — Land of Opportunities” organisation

20/04/2022 mid.ru Interview with Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov by the Indian channel India Today,
Moscow, 19 April 2022

20/04/2022 mid.ru On the telephone conversation between Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov and African
Union Commission Chairman M. Faki Mahamat

21/04/2022 mid.ru Interview with the Director of the Second CIS Department of the Russian Foreign Ministry,
A.A. Polischuk, by TASS news agency, 21 April 2022

21/04/2022 mid.ru On a meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister of Mauritius

22/04/2022 mid.ru Remarks and answers to media questions by Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov following
talks with Kazakhstan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister M.B. Tileuberdi,
Moscow, 22 April 2022

22/04/2022 mid.ru Interview by the Russian Ambassador to Bulgaria E. Mitrofanova to the FAKTI portal
25/04/2022 mid.ru On the meeting of the Coordinating Council of Russian Compatriots in Mauritius
25/04/2022 mid.ru Press briefing by the Russian Embassy in Laos, 22 April 2022, on the situation in Ukraine
28/04/2022 mid.ru Meeting in Hurghada with a bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church

28/04/2022 mid.ru Remarks and answers to media questions by Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov following

talks with Eritrean Foreign Minister O. Saleh, Moscow, 27 April 2022

29/04/2022 mid.ru Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 28 April 2022
29/04/2022 function.mil.ru Northern Fleet servicemen participated in the “Z for a World Without Nazism” campaign
29/04/2022 scrf.gov.ru Interview with Russian Security Council Secretary N.P. Patrushev in Rossiyskaya Gazeta
30/04/2022 mid.ru Interview with Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov by China’s Xinhua News Agency,

30 April 2022
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Date

01/05/2022

04/05/2022

04/05/2022

04/05/2022

05/05/2022

05/05/2022

06/05/2022

06/05/2022

08/05/2022

09/05/2022

11/05/2022
11/05/2022

12/05/2022

17/05/2022

18/05/2022
18/05/2022

19/05/2022

20/05/2022

24/05/2022

25/05/2022

25/05/2022

14

Source

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

duma.gov.ru

duma.gov.ru

mid.ru

scrf.gov.ru

duma.gov.ru

function.mil.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

scrf.gov.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

function.mil.ru

mid.ru

scrf.gov.ru

Title (translated from Russian)

Interview with Russian Foreign Minister S.V. Lavrov by Italian media company Mediaset,
Moscow, 1 May 2022

Remarks by the Head of the Russian Delegation on Arms Control and Security Talks,
K.Y. Gavrilov, at the 1008th Plenary Meeting of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation,
4 May 2022

Interview with Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson M.V. Zakharova by the Spanish
newspaper ABC

On an interview with the Russian Ambassador to the Netherlands for the Dutch newspaper
De Andere Krant on Ukrainian issues

State Duma Speaker dismisses allegations of looting by the Russian army as rumours

State Duma Speaker: Russia will overcome all challenges and emerge stronger; faith in our
country is essential

Briefing by Deputy Director of the Information and Press Department of the Russian
Foreign Ministry A.A. Zaitsev, Moscow, 6 May 2022

Interview with Russian Security Council Assistant Secretary N.M. Mukhitov for the journal
National Defence

Vyacheslav Volodin: G7 countries acknowledge the successes of Russia’s special military
operation

Russia’s Ministry of Defence publishes documents on Ukraine’s attempts to erase the
heroism of Red Army fighters and commanders

On Victory Day events in Romania, 9 May 2022

On the “Immortal Regiment” campaign held in Cotonou

Remarks by Russian Deputy Permanent Representative to the OSCE M.V. Buyakevich at the
OSCE Permanent Council meeting, 12 May 2022

Comment by Security Council Assistant Secretary Alexey Pavlov following a meeting of the
Scientific Council under the Russian Security Council

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 18 May 2022

On articles by the Russian Ambassador published in the Mauritian press

Remarks by Konstantin Gavrilov at the 1010th Plenary Meeting of the OSCE Forum for
Security Cooperation, Vienna, 18 May 2022

Remarks by Russian Permanent Representative to the OSCE A.K. Lukashevich on Ukraine’s
ongoing crimes against civilians with support from Western alliance states, Vienna, 19 May
2022

Meeting of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation Defence Ministers’ Council held in
Moscow

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 25 May 2022

Interview with Russian Security Council Secretary N.P. Patrushev in Argumenty i Fakty
weekly




Appendix 10: Official Communication—
Allegations of War Crimes Against Ukrainians
(11 September—30 October 2022)

Date

14/09/2022

15/09/2022

21/09/2022

21/09/2022

21/09/2022

21/09/2022

21/09/2022

25/09/2022

25/09/2022

27/09/2022

28/09/2022

28/09/2022

29/09/2022

30/09/2022

30/09/2022

30/09/2022

30/09/2022

03/10/2022

Source

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

kremlin.ru

council.gov.ru

council.gov.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

duma.gov.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

duma.gov.ru

duma.gov.ru

kremlin.ru

mid.ru

mid.ru

Title (translated from Russian)

Address by the head of the delegation of the Russian Federation at the OSCE Forum for
Security Cooperation, 1021st plenary meeting, Vienna, 14 September 2022

Statement by the Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the
OSCE, M.V. Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council meeting on Ukraine’s ongoing
crimes against civilians with support from the Western alliance, 15 September 2022

Interview of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to Newsweek, 21 September 2022

Address by the head of the delegation of the Russian Federation at the OSCE Forum for
Security Cooperation, 1022nd plenary meeting, Vienna, 21 September 2022

Address by the President of the Russian Federation
Valentina Matvienko: Our country can overcome the most serious challenges
529th meeting of the Federation Council

Press conference by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on the outcomes of the
77th session of the UN General Assembly High-Level Week, New York, 24 September
2022

Speech by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov at the general debate of the 77th
session of the UN General Assembly, New York, 24 September 2022

Olga Timofeyeva: We will not abandon the Russian world in trouble

Address by the Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation at the OSCE Forum
for Security Cooperation, 1023rd plenary meeting, Vienna, 28 September 2022

Statement by the Russian Foreign Ministry on referenda in the DPR, LPR, Kherson, and
Zaporizhzhia regions

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova, Moscow, 29
September 2022

Faction leaders: the Russian world is being restored

Ceremony for signing agreements on the accession of the DPR, LPR, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson regions to Russia

Signing of agreements on the accession of the DPR, LPR, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson
regions to Russia

Speech by the Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the OSCE, A K.
Lukashevich, at an expanded meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council, 30 September
2022

Speech by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov at the State Duma on the ratification
of treaties on the accession of new entities to Russia, Moscow, 3 October 2022
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Vyacheslav Volodin: the decision was unanimous — Russia now has 89 regions

Faction leaders supported laws on the accession of the DPR, LPR, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson regions to Russia

On the lecture of Russian Ambassador to Turkey, A.V. Erkhov, at Sakarya University

Speech by the official representative of the president of the Russian Federation,
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, at the Federation Council plenary session on ratifying
treaties for the accession of the DPR, LPR, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson regions as new
Russian subjects, Moscow, 4 October 2022

530th session of the Federation Council

Speech by K.Y. Gavrilov, Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation to the
Vienna Negotiations on Military Security and Arms Control, at the 1024th plenary
session of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation, 5 October 2022

Meeting with laureates and finalists of the “Teacher of the Year” competition

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of Russia to the OSCE, M.V.
Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council, 6 October 2022

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 6
October 2022

Participation of Russian Ambassador to the OPCW, A.V. Shulgin, in a discussion on
“Overcoming the Threat of Chemical Weapons Use” at the 101st OPCW Executive
Council session, The Hague, 5 October 2022

Statement by Deputy Head of the Russian Delegation, K.V. Vorontsov, exercising the
right to reply during general political debates at the First Committee of the 77th UN
General Assembly, New York, 6 October 2022

Interview with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to Argumenty i Fakty newspa-
per, Moscow, 8 October 2022

Interview with A.A. Polischuk, director of the Second CIS Department of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for TASS news agency, 9 October 2022

Senators facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid to residents of the Donetsk People’s
Republic

Speech by Russia’s Permanent Representative to the OSCE, A K. Lukashevich, at a
special OSCE Permanent Council session on Kyiv regime’s terrorist attacks against
critical infrastructure supported by Western allies, 11 October 2022

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 11
October 2022
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Statement by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the UN General Assembly
resolution “Territorial Integrity of Ukraine: Protection of UN Charter Principles”

Speech by K.Y. Gavrilov, Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation to the
Vienna Negotiations on Military Security and Arms Control, at the 1025th plenary
session of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation, 12 October 2022

Chairman of the State Duma: All efforts must be made to protect residents of Kherson

Interview with General Sergey Surovikin, Commander of Joint Groups of Troops
(Forces) in the area of the special military operation

Statement by Deputy Head of the Russian Delegation, K.V. Vorontsov, exercising
the right to reply during a thematic discussion on “Nuclear Weapons” at the First
Committee of the 77th UN General Assembly, New York, 17 October 2022

State Duma takes control of the issue of relocating Kherson residents

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of Russia to the OSCE, M.V.
Buyakevich, at a special session of the OSCE Permanent Council, 13 October 2022

On security in the migration sphere

President Viadimir Putin held a video conference meeting of the Security Council of the
Russian Federation

Comment to the media by Security Council Secretary N.P. Patrushev following the
Security Council meeting

Speech by K.Y. Gavrilov, K.Y. Gavrilov, Head of the Delegation of the Russian
Federation to the Vienna Negotiations on Military Security and Arms Control, at the
1026th plenary session of the OSCE Forum for Security Cooperation, 19 October 2022

Overview of publications on Russian topics in Italian media containing false or
misleading information (12-18 October 2022)

Chairman of the State Duma participated in the Security Council meeting

Meeting of the Security Council

The Federation Council approved the presidential Decree On Introducing Martial
Law in the Donetsk People’s Republic, Lugansk People’s Republic, Zaporozhye and
Kherson Regions

531st meeting of the Federation Council

Briefing by Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson M.V. Zakharova, Moscow, 20
October 2022
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On the conversation of Russian Ambassador to Slovakia, |. Bratchikov, with the
leadership of the opposition party “Direction — Social Democracy”

Briefing by the Russian Embassy in Cambodia on the situation around Ukraine

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of Russia to the OSCE, M.V.
Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council, 20 October 2022

Statement by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on countermeasures to anti-Rus-
sian decisions by the European Union and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe

The Officers’ House and the Central Military District Song and Dance Ensemble
conduct a patriotic action “Cultural Mobilisation” to support soldiers participating in the
special military operation and mobilised citizens

Statement by Deputy Permanent Representative of Russia to the OSCE, M.V.
Buyakevich, at the OSCE Permanent Council on the dangerous provocations by the
Kyiv regime with Western support and ongoing crimes by Kyiv against civilians, 27
October 2022

Meeting of the Council for Interaction with Religious Associations

Interview with O.V. Syromolotov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia, to the
Rossiya Segodnya news agency, 27 October 2022

M. Pavlova proposed presenting the photo exhibition “Strength in Truth” at the
Federation Council
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